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Headmaster

This week I attended the annual meeting of the 
Heads of NYSAIS schools in Mohonk. The conference, 
which takes place over three days, was filled with 
more than one hundred heads of independent 
schools. We all convene for the same reason: to 
explore ideas in depth with our colleagues. And this 
conference did not disappoint any of our 
expectations.

We began with a welcome session by Irshad 
Manji, who took us through a complex discussion of 
how to create genuine discourse in what she called 
the ‘age of outrage.’ Her argument focused on how to 
avoid immediately taking positions when talking with 
others, positions which hardened quickly into 
misunderstanding and little exchange of ideas. Her 
focus was on how to hear the viewpoint of others 
without instantly moving into an intolerant or 
‘’labeling’ frame of mind. To do this takes moral 
courage and a strong sense of the independence of 
thought. She showed us a film in which two young 
people were discussing racism in very personal ways 
and how what could have simply been an argument 
evolved into a true conversation in which each 
understood the other while holding on to her/his own 
viewpoint. Listening does mean abandoning one’s 
sense of moral outrage or moral insight; it does mean 
hearing the person first before hearing the idea. On 
Thursday we spent the entire morning discussing how   
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Keynote speaker Irshad Manji 
gave a talk on genuine discourse 
in what she calls “an age of 
outrage” at the annual NYSAIS 
Heads of School Conference at 
the Mohonk Mountain House 
near New Paltz. Dr. Marotta 
attended the conference this 
year.
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to face them way in which we make or do not 
make decisions; how we do or not confront 
situations that require change and finally now to 
overcome our own vulnerabilities as leaders when 
trying to create change within our schools. Here 
Dr. Lisa Lahey took us through a series of 
intellectual exercises that included being very 
honest and open about our strengths, weakness, 
vulnerabilities—all with the intention of creating a 
‘methodology’ of change. In this session we had 
to list our personal goals, what we do and don’t 
do, our competing goals and obstacles and finally 
our assumptions about ourselves and our schools. 
What was striking about this was the way Dr. 
Lahey describes our inner conflicts as our « 
unconscious immune’ system that can thwart 
change. Her goal for all of us was to understand 
how our inner self can sabotage change and that 
we need to turn that unconscious layer into 
becoming consciously ‘immune’ atop our 
vulnerabilities.

Our final session involved meeting with a 
group of student leaders from our schools to 
delve deeper into these ideas with essentially 
those for whom we manage our schools: 
students. It was amazing to hear students 
addressing a room full of heads of schools with 
confidence, insight and knowledge. This 
discussion was for me the most powerful, since it 
gave concrete form to the abstract discussions of 
the past two days. Heads of schools can sit in a 
room for hours and plan all sorts of abstract ch-

● Dates to Remember
● November 11 - Amateur Radio Technician Course 6:30 - 8 PM

● Thursday, November 14 - Report Cards Distributed in Homeroom

● Friday, November 15 - Report Cards Returned

● Tuesday, November 19 - Parent Teacher Conferences 3 - 8 PM

● Thursday, November 21 - Thanksgiving Feast 

anges for their schools. Those changes 
mean nothing unless the members of 
the school community embraces those 
ideas and help them become realize 
within the school. Hearing students 
work their way through this difficult 
discussion reassured me that our 
schools, and our our Garden School, 
have the ability and the talent to create 
environments that sustain our 
educational mission as well as push our 
thinking into more enlightened and 
visionary directions.

This was a great conference.

Gio works 
on math 
problems 
in Mrs. 
Vidal’s 
class.
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Corny Kindergarteners Are All Amazed
by Lauren Yandow (Kindergarten Teacher)

This week in Kindergarten was all about another fall food: corn! After having success 
planting both apple and pumpkin seeds in our class garden, we decided to plant corn seeds 
to see if we could similarly experience the process of this plant's life cycle first hand. 
Students also learned about the life cycle and different parts of a corn cob. We discussed 
many similarities and differences between the way a corn plant grows compared to the way 
an apple tree and pumpkin vine grow, and agree that all of these plants start off with a 
single seed! We also noticed that after the seed is planted, a sprout appears as the second 
phase of all three life cycles. Students learned vocabulary including kernel, husk, silk, and 
cob, and got to use some of their senses to explore how these parts feel and what they look 
like. We also utilized the Smartboard to "research" a questions we had about corn: are all 
corn cobs yellow? We discovered that corn can come in many different colors, even purple! 
After discovering this fact and the different parts of a corn cob, we decided to use the corn 
cobs to create paintings by rolling the cobs on paper with different colored paints. We were 
really able to see the shape of the corn kernels through this activity. We are so excited to 
make cornbread next week to further extend our learning about this fall food!

mailto:jhale@gardenschool.org
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Climate Change Field Trip to 
Flushing Meadows Park
by Michelle Bruzzese (Science Teacher)

On Wednesday, Fourth Graders 
went to the Flushing Meadows Park for 
a Climate Change field trip through the 
Urban Park Rangers Natural Classroom. 
Our students had the opportunity to 
further their studies on Climate Change 
and see first hand the issues in our 
environment through several hands on 
activities. The park rangers guiding the 
trip also taught our students the most 
pressing issues of climate change and 
how they can help by wrapping up with 
a recycling relay race and an 
environmental Haiku! All in all, the day 
was a great way to take our Climate 
Change Awareness out of the 
classroom for some hands on fun! 

Mandarin Students in Our Early Childhood 
Program Learn About the Body
By Kelly Yang (Mandarin Teacher)

Our early childhood students learned 
about naming parts of our body. The 
children are able to use age-appropriate 
expressions to identify and exchange 
information about basic body parts. 
Students interpret and react to pictures, 
stories, illustrations, stuffed animals, and 
songs. Then, students interact with the 
teacher and other classmates regarding the 
location and number of specific body parts. 
Students also can identify pictures that 
show studied vocabulary based on oral 
directions.

***

Algebra Two and Trigonometry Honors
by Lauren Little (Math Teacher) 

In Algebra Two and Trigonometry Honors, 
the students just finished a unit on graphs. They 
started the unit with a game of battleship on the 
coordinate plane to refresh their memories about 
plotting points. Then they learned how to find the x 
and y intercepts, check for symmetry, and graph 
equations. Finally, they learned about writing a 
equations for and graphing lines and circles, 
wrapping up the unit. 

mailto:mbruzzese@gardenschool.org
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Do You Say “Football” or “Soccer”? Seventh and Eighth Grade Soccer Fans 

by Flance Dervishi (P.E. Teacher)
In gym class we have started our second unit with the 7th and 8th grade class, Soccer. It is 

a very popular and competitive unit. This week we all worked on different ways of passing 

the ball and trapping the ball. Before we get into our drills, we warm our bodies up with a 

few jogs/sprints around the gym while controlling our soccer balls as well. Our first drill is 

practicing passing using the inside of their foot to their teammates while jogging in place. 

We worked on speed passing and through ball passing which was a challenge for the kids. 

Trapping the ball and controlling the ball also went well. The kids are ready to start playing 

games. Now that we have placed students into teams and see how well they work with 

their teammates and implement any changes that need to be made. The following week 

we will start our soccer games to get us ready for our soccer tournament which will be in 2 

weeks, by then we will crown a champion. Looking forward to a great unit.

How can the Fourth Grade experience all of the 

interesting landmarks the Northeast has to offer? 

The answer is through a virtual field trip. This trip 

took the students throughout the region to 

experience different landmarks. Each student used 

an iPad to scan a QR code, a barcode when 

scanned by a smartphone will link to more 

information such as an article, video, or pictures.  

First, the students read a description of the 

landmark, and then they were transported to the 

location. Bunker Hill, Acadia National Forest, and 

Fort Ticonderoga were just a few of the spots 

visited. Students could zoom in to get a closer look 

and rotate left and right to explore the site. This 

activity allowed the class to “visit” over a dozen 

places that are too far away for a traditional trip all 

in one day. Many “oohs” and “ahs” were heard as 

the image popped up on the screen. Students we 

excited to share with each other something cool 

they noticed. Our study continues with the 

Northeast from the 1900 through the present day, 

but there will be similar trips as each region is 

studied in more depth.

***

Fourth Graders Take a Virtual Field Trip 

to Fort Ticonderoga
By Jacquelyn Renner (History Teacher)

mailto:fdervishi@gardenschool.org
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Fifth Graders have finished exploring and is ready 

to build settlements in the New World. The class 

was excited to engage in a simulation: Would You 

Survive Jamestown? The students were faced 

with all of the decisions the settlers had to make. 

Which is the best location for the village? Work or 

look for gold? Which to eat during the Starving 

Time, boiled leather or a horse? Each problem 

faced by the settlers had options. Each choice 

awarded or deducted points. Tasks such as using 

the resources in their backpacks to build a 

palisade around the scorecard, helped replicate 

the urgency felt and the unpreparedness of the 

settlers. Each question led to debates over which 

was the best choice. Without being asked to, 

students were contemplating the implications of 

each scenario.  Most of the students survived and 

were in good shape to lead Jamestown. One or 

two students would have been better off staying 

back in England. Simulations allow students to 

engage with the material with a more realistic 

feel. The class has now moved up the coast to 

learn about the settlements in New England.

 

Hammurabi’s “an eye for an eye” was put to 

the test in the Sixth Grade Courtroom.  Teams 

of students were assigned a case, and their job 

was to act out the courtroom scene. They 

utilized Hammurabi’s more than 280 laws to 

build their case. Hammurabi had all of the laws 

written on clay tablets so that people would no 

longer be able to manipulate the laws to suit 

themselves. The laws were grouped together 

such as marriage and families or workers 

crimes and rights to easily find the law needed. 

The laws were displayed publicly to remind 

people to be decent towards each other.   Both 

sides presented their case complete with 

witnesses. The jury then decided which 

punishment would have applied during the 

Babylonian Empire. The fireman who stole a 

can of soda from the burning house would 

have been thrown into the fire. The person 

who tried to break into the house by making a 

hole in the wall would be buried alongside that 

wall. The students concluded that the thought 

of such punishments would persuade them to 

rethink committing a crime. The sixth grade is 

completing its study of the Fertile Crescent and 

will be moving on to the Nile River Valley. 

Sixth Graders Discuss Retributive Justice in 
Hammurabi’s Code - “An Eye for an Eye”
By Jacquelyn Renner (History Teacher)  

Mrs. Renner’s 
class wants to 
know . . . 
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The work that Vivi Mai has done in the 12th 
grade Art Theory class this year has been exquisite.  
Up until this year Vivi had never taken an art class 
before, which is hard to believe considering the 
amazing work she has done over the last three 
months.  She has a very enthusiastic can do attitude, 
and throws herself into every project.  Watercolor has 
become Vivi's medium of choice and her abilities 
strengthen with each project.  Here are some 
examples of the incredible work this first year artist 
has done thus far. 

Senior Art Project
By Chris Zelles (Art Teacher)  

Culture Project in the English 
Language Academy by Greig Roselli

Want to know about my culture? Let’s do a 
project. After we went to the Tenement Museum last 
week, our class decided it was a good idea to explore 
more deeply our own cultures. I am from Louisiana so 
I am doing a project on shrimp, po-boys and Mardi 
Gras while my students are selecting objects and 
stories from their own culture to present. Juky Chen in 
9th Grade is exploring the history of the Brazilian 
tenements that mirror the tenements that were built 
in New York City’s Lower East Side at the turn of the 
century.

Vivi Mai in Twelfth Grade

mailto:czelles@gardenschool.org
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Science for Pre-K Starts With a Fall Theme
by Eileen Reyes (Early Childhood Lead Teacher)

The Pre-K scientists have been exploring our environment for signs of fall.  Apples 
were explored first with apple tasting, cooking, prints, planting, etc.  Next came pumpkins. 
A pumpkin dissection led to cooking, tasting, and planting. This week we began exploring 
corn. Once again, we will cook, taste, and plant corn.  Although the apple seeds we planted 
never grew, (that happens sometimes), the pumpkin seeds grew into a classroom pumpkin 
patch in no time. We dissected ears of corn this week in the science center. Silk, husk, 
kernels, and cob are some of the new vocabulary that was learned during this activity.  We 
also planted corn kernels in our classroom garden. Next week we will make corn muffins 
and maybe pop some corn kernels. Corn will definately be tasted at our annual 
Thanksgiving feast that is coming up in a couple of weeks. How Do Apples Grow by Jill 
McDonald, The Seasons of Arnold’s Apple Tree by Gail Gibbons, A Pumpkin Grows by Linda 
D. Bullock, Seed, Sprout, Pumpkin Pie by Jill Esbaum, Corn by Gail Gibbons, Corn Aplenty by 
Dana Meachen Rau, and The Popcorn Book by Tomie de Paola are some of the books read 
this fall.

Sixth Graders Record Rain Accumulation Data 
for the National Weather Service 
by John Hale (Science Teacher)

In Sixth Grade for the past few years, 
we have been collecting rain accumulation 
and snowfall data from our area and we 
submit a daily report to CoCoRaHS which 
works in conjunction with the National 
Weather Service that takes this data and uses 
it to make more accurate forecast and climate 
predictions.

In the 8th grade, we are starting to 
work with Nature's Notebook to collect data 
from the Garden School grounds about animal 
behavior and plant growth. Nature's Notebook 
releases this data to different universities 
from around the world so they can calculate 
seasonal changes and relate this with other 
data to find out how our climate is affected.

We are publishing some of our data. 
Ask me if you would like to see our results.

Pre-K 
Scientists
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What Can We See?
by Mrs. Joanne Vogel (Nursery Teacher)

Our nursery year began with asking a 
Brown Bear, “What do you see?” And this is 
how we begin learning SCIENCE. We are 
OBSERVERS! We now observe the changes with 
the trees to begin our exploration of Autumn.  
We examined and explored the parts of a 
pumpkin, and watched a Scholastic video on 
how they grow.  We are saving seeds to plant in 
the Spring to observe!  

This week we talked about germs and 
read Germs are not for Sharing! Please reinforce 
covering coughs and sneezes as we begin the 
cold and flu season.  As Fall is not over, with 
your child pick a tree that still has leaves and 
observe.  Get a “head start” on Winter and 
watch how the squirrels are preparing. Take this 
opportunity to “change” extra clothes at school, 
and start thinking about warmer clothing: hats, 
scarfs, and gloves. Shorts and t-shirts may need 
a winter’s nap!

Perhaps you may wish to take some 
pictures of your child in your neighborhood.  
Compare these to ones you may have had 
during the Summer, and hold to compare with 
Winter scenes. Like Brown Bear, “What do you 
see?”

Vivi in 12th Grade creates an 
image using watercolor.
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