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Throughout the history of Garden
School, we have shared a close
relationship with our community; in
fact, we were founded by our
community to serve the educational
needs of children in Jackson Heights.
Today our community has grown and
expanded in much the same way as
our world has expanded beyond
borders as communication and
transportation have opened up
greater interactions among people. Yet even with all of
that growth and development, issues about justice,
fairness and kindness remain a challenge to our world
and to our schools.
We tend to think of bullying as a local and very personal
issue, which it most often is; yet bullying can also take such
meta-personal forms as racism, ethnocentrism and economic
injustice. We have formed a relationship with a theatre group in
Long Island City, located at the Secret Theater and lead by Israel
Martinez. Thanks to a connection that Mary Maisano, our Finance
Officer established, we have been asked to participate in a theatre
performance, called “Bully the Bully: Artists Against Hate”. The
exciting thing about this is that our upper school students have
been asked to write a seven to ten page play about bullying, and
have submitted it to our English Department; we will read each
submission anonymously and then select one piece to be part of a
performance at the Secret Theatre on February 28th in Long Island
City.
This student-written piece will form the first act of a two act play about bullying. There will also be song
and dance pieces to expand the scope of the performance. Our students have also been invited to perform in
these pieces as well. So, at this point we have eleven students who want to audition and rehearse parts for this
performance. The Director of the performance, Israel Martinez, will join members of our English department in

conducting the rehearsals and preparing for the performance. The audience for the matinee performance will
be a Garden School audience exclusively. The theatre has room for one hundred spectators, so that means we
will need to develop an audience plan for the matinee show.
What is truly exciting about this venture is that our students will have an opportunity to write and
perform original pieces in a show that addresses, exposes, and ‘bullies’ bullying, which gives them the
opportunity to participate in something powerful and important and that explores the idea of bullying from the
personal to the global.
The other aspect of this theatre arts project is that it has all of us very excited and we hope to establish
a long-term relationship with this group so that our students will be able to engage in drama and performance
on a regular basis. Once we have completed this project, we will engage with this group to develop future
projects that will involve our students as both writers and performers. This is an opportunity for our students
and our school to expand our educational program to include a professional theatre/drama/performance
experience on a regular basis with a caring and dynamic group of actors, writers, and directors. In the words of
Humphrey Bogart at the end of the great film Casablanca, ”This could be the beginning of a beautiful
friendship”. Indeed it will.
DATES
●

TO REMEMBER:
Saturday, December 8: Merit Scholarship Exam / School Open

House
●

Monday, December 10: Merit Exam Make-Up Day

●

Thursday, December 13: 8th to 9th Grade Transition Night at 6
PM in the Library

●

●

Friday, December 21: NOON Dismissal
○

Upper Division Winter Trip

○

Lower Division Winter Show:

○

Faculty Gathering 1 - 4 PM

Monday, December 24 - Sunday, January 6: Winter Break (no
school)

●

Monday, January 7: School Resumes

●

January 7 - 11: Upper School Mid-Term Exam Block

●

Friday, January 18: Lower Division Pajama Day

●

Monday, January 21: School Closed for Martin Luther King Day

●

January 24 - 25: The Garden School Sweet Shoppe is open for
business!

●

Friday, January 25: Second Quarter Marking Period Ends
(Lower Division)
○

Thursday, January 31: Report Cards Distributed

MERIT SCHOLARSHIP
EXAM
for students entering Grades 6 through
10
and

OPEN HOUSE
for all grades

This Saturday, December 8, 2018 @ 9AM

Matthew, a Garden School Merit Scholarship
recipient since Seventh grade, is now a Senior.

Garden School
33-16 79th
  Street, Jackson Heights, NY 11372
Pre-Register Online by December 5th for the Merit Exam
No RSVP necessary and children are welcome for Open House

Holiday Raffle - This year the PTA will host a holiday raffle, and the
special prize is . . . .

A Playstation 4 PRO!!!!
Tickets can be requested in advance now through
December 19th.
The winner will be announced December 20th!!!
Ticket prices are as follows: 1 ticket-$20 or 3 tickets-$50 The class that sells

the most tickets will win a pizza party!

Garden Academic Pages:
Read about what teachers and students are doing in their classrooms together.

Pre-K for All - Where Do You Live? - Social Studies
By:

Karina Mendoza (PKFA Faculty)
As we started our unit this month, students learned and
discussed where they live, who they live with, and places
they are familiar with around the neighborhood. Every week
they are presented with the letter of the week. Room 1
started with the letter “D” for the month of December.
Students are transitioning to writing their names without
the use of their name cards.

The class also read different books such as Watch Out!
Around Town by Claire Llewellyn and Me on the Map by
Joan Sweeney. As students reviewed the books read in class,
they were asked about their homes and family members,
how to stay safe when they go out with their parents and
what to do in case they get lost when they go outside.

Early Childhood - Being Expressive with Michelangelo - Fine Arts
By:

Lauren Yandow, E ileen Reyes, Carmella Augello-Knopf  (Early Childhood Faculty)

Michelangelo is the artist being studied in the Early Childhood
Department. The students are always eager to learn about new artists
and different ways to be expressive, and this particular artist definitely
challenged our
artistic skills
with his
unique style!
In order to
understand
who
Michelangelo
was and why
he is known for his artwork, our youngest scholars
explored Michelangelo’s sculptures and paintings in
Garden School’s art books, and even took a virtual
tour of the Sistine Chapel in Vatican City on the
Smartboard. They learned how Michelangelo

painted the ceiling for many years while laying flat on his back. This method of painting inspired our students
to paint on paper taped under their tables. Using solid tempera paints, they created beautiful paintings while
laying flat on their backs just as Michelangelo did centuries ago. This project was great for building our fine
motor skills. Their inspiration didn’t stop there as many children went home asking to paint under the tables in
their houses. These masterpieces are on display in the showcase in our Early Childhood hallway. Stop by and
take a look at our unique creations!

First, Second, and Third Grades - Talking About Families and Our
Communities - Mandarin
By:

Kelly Yang (World Languages Faculty)

In this unit, students learned
the names of various places in
their community, such as book
store, library, toy store,
museum and movie theater.
They are also learning to
recognize the Chinese
characters for those words.
Students learned to describe
the favorite places of family or
other relatives. Students will make and share with the class a poster of their neighborhoods and describe in
Chinese, and also describe the favorite places they would like to go in that neighborhood.

Fourth Grade - Save the Everglades - Social Studies
By:

Jacquelyn Renner (Social Studies Faculty)

The fourth grade has packed their suitcases and moved to the
Southeast region of the United States. They have been practicing the states
and capitals. They are learning about the land, water, and climate of the
Southeast. They focused on the Everglades and the Mississippi River. The
class read a newspaper article about a fourth grader in Florida who began a
charity to raise money to save the Everglades. They were inspired to make
posters to teach people about the Everglades and how to protect them.
When learning about the Mississippi River,the students practiced Map skills
by plotted cities along the river. Other students chose to create timelines of
the history of the river.
The class has been particularly interested in hurricanes and their
effects on the region. One student made the connection to the earlier topic
of human environmental interaction geography theme and how people have responded to hurricanes. This led to further

research of hurricanes through articles and an interactive video. All of the class chose to create PowerPoint presentations
to show how people prepare for and recover from hurricanes. Once completed they will be posted on the fourth grade
page. Next up is the resources and history of the Southeast.

Fifth Grade - Visiting the American Colonies - Social Studies
By:

Jacquelyn Renner (Social Studies Faculty)

The fifth graders have made the journey to the New World, survived
the winter in Plymouth, and are now forming towns in the Thirteen
Colonies. The students debated which items they would take with them and
which to leave behind. An activity everyone enjoyed was a simulation called
Would You Survive in Jamestown? Students were presented a series of
options. Based on their decision, students would add or subtract points. The
one with the highest score made it through the winter. After learning about
the environmental and economic differences of the thirteen colonies,
students were tasked with designing their own town. Each group was
responsible for the layout of the streets, location of the buildings, and the
name of the town. It was interesting to watch which groups delegated jobs
and which groups worked jointly on each task. Students could be heard
defending their choices of locations. “Put the coffee house next to the meeting house so the people can get a coffee after
making decisions.” Or “ the candle shop should be on the edge because people don’t go to it often.” Up next is the French
and Indian War.

Sixth Grade History - Connections Between Religion and Culture - Social
Studies
By: Jacquelyn Renner (Science Faculty)
How are religion and culture connected? That is the essential question for the sixth
grade this chapter. As we reach the end of the chapter the students are able to
demonstrate their understanding that religious beliefs have an important role in
shaping history and strong traditions can help a people survive hardship and
persecution. The class read about the origins and teachings of Judaism and learned
where modern Jewish people live because of the Diaspora. The students paired up to
create a timeline of the rise and fall of the Hebrew kingdom. To add more information
to the timelines, the students included QR Codes, barcodes that can be read by
smartphones, linked to images, websites, or text. Up next is the civilizations of ancient
India.

Seventh and Eighth Grade - Spike, Set, Bump, and Serving - Physical Education
By:

Michelle Ferreria (Physical Education Faculty)

We are wrapping up the Newcomb / Volleyball unit with our final
championship games this week. Newcomb is a different version of
volleyball which it basically focusing on throwing and catching. They
are split into teams which the first two weeks we do explain how to
spike, set, bump, and serving a ball but for a lot of students it’s hard
for them to serve the ball from the back line and make it over the
net. So, with Newcomb we have the same boundaries as volleyball
it’s just you throw the ball, but you can’t pass a certain line and
then you toss it over the net to the other team and they must catch
the ball or return it back by bumping, setting or even spiking the
ball over the net if they don’t and the ball hits the floor then the
other team will gets a point. We as teachers also ask the student
that we can throw the ball to them and they can bump it over the
net too. Every student on the team must throw the ball or get a chance to bump it. This year some students are
more comfortable trying to bump or set the ball which we encourage them to do and both 7th and 8th graders
seem to love this unit a lot. After this unit is done, we go into Basketball.

Garden School Amateur Radio Club - Skywarn Recognition Day at the National
Weather Service
By:

John Hale (Physical Education Faculty)
The Garden School Amateur Radio Club spent this last weekend with the
National Weather
Service in Upton,
NY doing
emergency
communications in
honor of Skywarn
Recognition Day.
SKYWARN® is a
National Weather
Service (NWS)
program developed
in the 1960s that
consists of trained
weather spotters
who provide

reports of severe and hazardous weather to help meteorologists make life-saving warning decisions.
SKYWARN® spotter reports provide vital “ground truth” to the NWS. Last year Garden School ARC hosted a
Skywarn Training program for members of our family and surrounding community.
Last weekend was Skywarn Recognition Day and our club was invited to go to the NWS Office at the
Brookhaven National Laboratory. Our club members worked with the NWS on making radio contact with other
NWS office from around the United States. They helped to fly drones that were used to inspect the NWS radio
towers and working with Jerry, N2WGF, they helped to improve the NWS radio station.
We look forward to being invited back next year.

Ninth Grade - Are you a square or a rectangle? - Geometry
By:

Sara Blakeley  (Math Teacher)

For first period I posed the question, “Did you know a square is a
rectangle? Probably not, (unless you are a geometry hobbyist) but it's
true”. Unfortunately, the converse is rarely true. A rectangle is almost
never a square. Confused? So were your kids. Geometry is a branch of
mathematics that is highly dependent on definitions and classification.
The definition of a rectangle is "a four sided shape that has four right
angles." A square absolutely fulfills this definition. However, the definition of a square is "a four-sided shape
made up of right angles and equal sides". A rectangle, which usually has different side lengths, does not meet
this definition. It's kind of like saying if you're born in the United States then you are American. But aren't there
Americans that weren't born in the US?
And yeah, there's a reason your kids frequently ask me to "bring back the numbers, Ms. Blakeley. This is
math class!"

Ninth Grade - Two Dimensional Quadrilaterals - Geometry
By:

Sonia Ambarsom (Math Teacher)
The Ninth Grade Geometry class are studying the parallelogram, which in
Euclidean Geometry, is a special two-dimensional quadrilateral with two pairs
of parallel sides. In a parallelogram, opposites sides have equal length and
therefore, opposites angles have equal measure. They are learning about the
properties of the diagonals in a parallelogram, that is, they bisect each other
into two congruent sections. Furthermore, a diagonal separates the
parallelogram into two congruent triangles. These properties are true for all
their descendant shapes including the square, rhombus, and rectangle, all of
which we are familiar already.

Tenth Grade - Graphing the Cartesian Plane - Geometry
By:

Sonia Ambarsom (Math Faculty)
The Tenth Graders have just completed their study of graphing on the Cartesian
plane. They learned to sketch the graph of the function, not by plotting points, but
by starting with the graph of a standard function and applying transformations on
the graph paper. In addition, for each function, they were required to state the
domain, the set of input values, and range, the set of output values. By studying
these standard graphs then noting their slight changes, the students were able to
shift the graph of a function accordingly.

Twelfth Grade - Using Programming Loops - Computer Science
By:
Sonia Ambarsom (Math Faculty)
The Twelve Grade Computer Science elective, Introduction to Computer Programming, have begun to explore
concepts in programming languages, specifically reiteration using three different types of loops. A while loop is
a control flow statement that allows code to be executed repeatedly based on a given Boolean condition of
true or false. Each of the loops have three requirements: an initial value at which to begin the loop, a
conditional statement on which the same action is executed until the condition is satisfied, and finally, an end
value or statement at which the action is terminated. Loops are helpful when a block of code needs to repeated
any number of times. The students’ next area of study will be the object called an array. For this object, the
loop allows the programmer to quickly “read” its contents without disturbing them.

Just One More Picture, Please

EXTRA! EXTRA! Read all about it - Pasta Night!
Past Night at Garden school is a fundraising effort
organized by Mr. Grusky and this year’s graduating
class. Dr. Marotta, Mr. Gomis, Mr. Melara, and
Mrs. Soifer manned the kitchen and serving area
and students acted as hosts, servers, and bussers.
It was a great night!

