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Thoughts for the ek

Richard Marotta, Ph.D., Headmaster

At one of the Heads of School conferences | attended, the question of race in schodls
was raised by one of the presenters. Ali MichaBlirector of the Center for Race and
Equity at U Penn, discussed the issue in some detail and, in fact, has written a bookfon
the subject,Raising Race Questiongublished by Teachers College press.

Ms Michael challenges some of the assumptions that schools make about race, in
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Ca . point moves the discourse in the other direction. To the point that race should be
dlscussed and play a positive role in the thinking and structuring of curriculum and activities, much in thg
same way that gender does. For examplead an English Teachgou are planning a curriculum, you might
think it important to have a gender balance in the authors read in class and in the characters who inhab
those books. The initial premise is thahé books be of high value and accessible to students while at the
same time opening up the students awareness of the true diversity of the artistic process.

In Raising Race QuestionSlichael argues that the surest way to insure an equitable environmenthe
classroom is through the acknowledgement of racial differences in positive and honest ways. This seenfs to
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"educational diversity"and recognizing each student's individual identity is written into our Mission
Statement For usyace matters in the sense that we aresghool without a majority and a school that
celebrates our students for who they are @mot for who they are notOurcommitment to small class sizes

is a reflectionof our commitment to recognizegncourage and includeeach student's identityin the

community and in the educational process

| have oftenarguedi KI 4 (2t SNI yOS A& | yS3IIGABS OKIF NI OGSNR A
which then acepts those who are different.h dzNJ & O K 2 2tdleraie'2d8fergfic@iour school recognizes
differences as the natural human conditiomndeed, these differences atito the richness of our educational
program and better prepare our graduates for our increasingly global world.
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behind the vereer of supporting equity through denial. Our goal and mission as a school rests on the
principle that diversity is natural, beautiful and embedded in our identity.

Richard Marotta, Ph.D.
Headmaster



DATES O REMEMBER:

1 Friday, December 22 : Noon Dismissal
Lower Divison Show at 9AM
Upper Division Winter Trip
Faculty Gathering: 4PM

Monday, Dec. 25 Friday,Jan 5 : School Closed for Winter Break

New for 2017
2018
Newsletter!

Teacherand gaff
names by the
articles are also
email links!

Monday, Jan. 8 : Classes resume

Thursday, Jan. 1& Thursday, Jan. 18 : Midterm Exams for Upper Division
Monday, Jan. 15 : School Closed for Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Friday, Jan. 19 : Marking Period #2 Ends

Thursday, Jan. 25 : Report Cards Distributed

Friday, Jan. 26 : Return Repdtards

SAVE THE DATE: GARDEN SCHOOL=- BADAY, APRIL 13TH!!

Daniel Webster Society: A Wonderful Start to the Campaign!

By: RichardKruczekHistoryFaculty)

The Daniel Webster Society of Garden School is our middle school debate team. We compete in the Empire Diviflion o
the NewYork Debate League, sponsored by the Endjstaking Union of the United Stat@fie Empire Division is

arguably the most elite of all the ESUUS' many divisions across the East Coast, sporting the strongeststtmeeams
from schools such as Hacklegigning regional champions), Speyer (runngp3, NightingaleBamford and the Harvey

SchoolRead more about the League here

On Saturday, December 2, Garden matched wits with these schools at the West End Invitational. Not only did oufj nine
person team (composed of three thrgeerson sgads) come out with a winning overall record, but our team of Jaydé

P.,Cecilia I. and Syeda R. wert 4nd placed in the top three, overall! Well done you debaters!

Lost and Found will be Donated Over the Holiday Break!
Please check the Lost and Found for any articles of clothingi eitil. soon be gone!

Garden "Community" Site Improves Communication

Garden parents usthe Garden School website to access everyday information. The troubleaststGarden School
every time you use Google to find us anctdn take a while to load aritlis so many clicks to find what you wakive
have a simple solutionhe Garden Community SiteClick oror visitthe linkON YOUR PHONE to check it out and saJe
the iconto your phonehomepage Visithttp://www.gardenschool.org/ommunity/ and quickly access all the info you
need! Save time and money!



mailto:lgilbert@gardenschool.org
http://www.esuus.org/esu/programs/middle_school_debate/NYDL/?utm_source=referral&utm_medium=weblink&utm_campaign=mspdpsite&utm_content=text
http://www.gardenschool.org/community/
http://www.gardenschool.org/community/

this holiday seas on, all family and
friends are

Groovy Garden Winter Show

On
Friday, December 22 nd at 10 AM

Performed by the Lower Division
In the
Garden School Gym
All are invited.
happy holiday

and a magnificent New Year




PreK For All Langlage Arts
By: Laura Gilbert(Ganley)(PKFA Teacher)

Thisweeks S O2y Ay dzSR 6AGK 2dz2NJ G KSYB
This month we are focusing on writing using a combination of drawing,
dictating, and writing using compose informative or explanatory text,
and identifying characters and major events istary. The class also
discussed vocabulary words such as neighbor, hqadece,
apartmentsyvillas, and castles.

The class read the stoithe Big Orange Spldiy Daniel Manus
Pinkwater. We discussed the characters of the story, and why the
characterMr. Plumbean changed the look of his house. After reading the
story the students were able to socialize their ideas and thoughts about
the book in small groups. After our discussion students were asked td
draw a picture of what they recalled from the story

NurseryScience

By: Carmela Knop{Nursery Teachégr

Nurser has begun learning about different celebratio$his
week 6 SQ@S 0SSy Gl t | Behid bdoks delréad |
were Hanukkahg a counting booky Emily Sperand i Q& / K
by Ellie GellmanWe made a menorah art project using spoon
straws and stkers. We colored menorahs and dreidels to take
home and shareOn the smart board, we sung the dreidel song
and listened to storiesWe learned that the worker candle is calle
the Shamash and that there are 8 nights of Hanukkaince our
schoolihy | RAOSNES ySAIKO2NK22 RIS
learning about the different holidays that people celebrate! "
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Pre- Kindergarten Science
By: Eileen Reyefean, Early Childhogd

The first snow of the season this past weekend has inspired th&iRdergarten
class to explore snow!

The first thing the children noticed w#isat sometimes the snow falls in tiny single
flakes, and sometimes it falls in big clumps of many flakEsnparisons of light,
fluffy and heavy, compacted were madklany students went out to play while it
was snowing and noticed how the snow covereth@js such as trees, cars,
sidewalks, and themselve$Ve had aliscussion on how the wind pushes flakes so
they fall at an angle rather than straight dowhhis causes one side of a tree or car
to have more snow on it than the otheSome children talkedbout making
footprints in the snav and others made snow angels.

Everyone agreed that snow is cold and wdte took some show inside the

classroom and put it on the heater to see what would happkmelted as most

students predicted would happerOnre child shared how he took a snowball into the

house in his pocket and it meltedde was so surprised to learn that the very same

thing happened imhe Snowy Ddyy Ezra Jack Keatfé/e also readest in Snowy April Pulley Sayre, afghowby Uri
Shuleviz. The children were very creative as they rddte Snowmaby Raymond Briggs to the teachers and each otl§er.

To follow up this first snow of the season experience, the sand table was fille@péagdy Snownstant life like snow
andlife like snow ballsMuch fun was had as the children took turns experimenting in this ce@re lessons on sno
will be added throughout this winter season.

Kindergaten Social Studies
By: Lauren YandowKindergarten Faculty

As we approach our holiday break, Kindergarten hanbmisy studying the
different holidays that fall in the month of December as well as Diwali which
occurred in November. We began our holiday unit with this Indian holiday, Diwal
which is also known as the Festival of Lights and is celebrated for 5Stagients

about. We read various informational texts and watched videos relating to the
holiday and traditions such as hanging up lights and lighting candles callsd diya

designs using replicas of the different designs, glue and colored sand. This was g
challerging multistep independent activity that allowed the students to be creativg
but alsofollow specific instructions at the same time.
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unity, determination, and cooperative. Togetheewreated a Kwanzaa poster displaying different symbols of the
holiday: akwanzaa wreath using our hands and paint in tleeldrs of

Kwanzaa, red, black, and green, the Kinara, a candleholder with seven

candles used in celebrating each of the seven dayav@anzaa, and the

unity cup whichrepresents the first core principle.

yesterday! Through our discussions of this holiday we were able to make
many different connections to the tradiins of both Diwali and Kwanzaa.
Students noticed that both Diwali and Hanukkah are also known as the

celebrate each of the days of the holidays! We have been working hard on
creatingHanukkah cards using paint and a stencil of the shamash, the middle candle on the menorah used to lig
other candles. These cards will also help us practice writing simple sentences!

We look forward to wrapping up our holiday unit by learning ab@htistmas next week!! Happy Holidays everyone!

Grades 1-3 World LanguagesMandarin
By:  Kelly JigMandarin Teacher)

In this multiday lesson, thé&irstthrough ThirdGrade students gained the ability to describe different physical featurds of
family membes and friends in Chinese. Students asked and responded to simple questions about physical featurds.
Students also express their own descriptions regarding the physical features of family members and friends. Finglly,
students will be able to compare diffent physical features of family members and friends in Chinese.

Grade 46 Social Studies
By: Jackie RenngfSocial StudieJeacher)

Fourth Grade habegun exploring the five regions of the United States with the Northeast. They have practiced thd| state
and capitals though songs and interactive maps. In small grpopters were made that describe the region's resourge

and their uses. The current pemgjt is a timeline of Northeast event s through women's suffrage. Using their textboolf
each student developed a list of 10 to 15 events. They have begun to create an interactive timeline using a timelie
builder,timetoast.com When an event is selected dlustration and a description written by the student appears. Onge
the timelines are complete they will I#hared on the teacher homepage.

The fifth grade is marching towards the Revolutionary War. They have exfiierbeginnings of colonization and the
ThirteenColonies. One of the favorite activities include using QR codes. The first activity where hey we're used wds witl
mapping. Students were tasked with labeling and color coding maps to show how the New Worldinvaed blaSpain
France, and England. When scanned by a gr code reader on phone or tablet, a corresponding map loaded to hel
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complete the work. Another use of the gr codes was during a review activity, "Scoot". Cards with questions were place
around the pom. After a student recorded their answer, he or she could scan the code and instantly receive the cprrect
answer. As they traveled through the room, shouts of "Yes, | got another one right!" and "Netrsd row!" Could &
heard.

Sixth graders meet once a week in research class to research different topics anthshrdiedings through various
projects. They have learned about colleges that interest them. Through college websites, students know the address,
population, tuition, admission requirements, aedtracurricularactivities which were displayed on schoehmants.

Another project completed was a how to survive pamphlet. Students researched what to do do before, during, an§l afte
a zombie attack, a tornado, and double recess, to name a few.

The current project is a PowerPoint that identifies a probleroyes a solution, and proves it is the best solution.

Topics chosen include the need for five days of Phys Ed, adding a film class to the curriculum, and designing a ngw lur
menu. During research class students are evaluating websites, conductingsswsimg in text citations, and writing

works cited pages. Next wegke students will share their presentations and attempt to persuade the class to suppprt
their proposas.

Grade7 and 8 Physical Education
By:  Flance DervishiPhysical Educatioifeache)

We have started our Volleyball Unit in PE class. Everyone has learned the rules of Volleyball, they have learned §ow t
bump and set as well. The fithing we worked on in class is the correct way of rotatRgtation can be a bit confusing

if not learned the correct way. We also worked Rositions, they are all numbered, one through six, starting with the
server in the backight corner. Then goinim a counterclockwise direction. One of the hardest parts of Volleyball is
learning how to serve the correct waseventhandeighthd NI RSNE | NB 2dzad adl NOAy3 fiz
challenge, but progress is happening every class. We want evetydeel comfortable with everything before we can

start playing games against each other. We will keep you posted on how they are progressing.

GECILIA
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Grade 9Math - Geometry

By:  Sonia AmbarsonfMathematics Faculty

rhombuses, and trapezoids. This studyebmetric properties is accentuated using visual aids to make it more realigtic
for the studens. In addition, the study of algebra enables the students to see their properties in action, numerically.

Grade 9Math - Geometry

By:  Lauren Little(Mathematics Faculty
In Geometry Honorsve recently finished a chapter on parallel lines, parallelograms,
and trapezoids. In this chagt the students learned that rectangles, rhombuses, and
squares are all special types of parallelograms and they ledheegroperties of each
of them.

This weekwe started studying circles. We have discussed arcs and chords in circles, lines tangelsistoand tangent
circles. Going forward we will study the measurements of angles and arcs in circles.

GradelOMath - Algebra Il & Trigonometry

By:  Sonia AmbarsonfMathematics Faculty

Thetenth graders in Algebra Il & Trigonometry have been studying functions and the basic operations on functio
including: addition, subtraction, nitiplication, dividing, and composition of functions. Probably, the most essential art
of their studyinvolves the graphing of thedanctions. They have studied the basic functions extensively, then, usind the
concepts of transformations of functiondydy can sketch the graph based on this knowledge.

Gradelland 12 Fine Arts Elective

By:  Christopher ZellegArt Teacher Fine Arts Department, Chaithe 11" and 12" grade students have been
doing amazing work this yeand the last two weeks have been no exception. Alwitg other studentsthey have bee
putting many hours working on the Lower Divisiom¥t Show backdrop; evemorking on it after school. The theme @n
the Winter Show ishe 1960s and the work that has been daswfaris exquisite. The backdrop is 12x18 feahd has
several images that represent music from the 1960s. This project has been a true laberaridahe pride that the
students have for it is truly evident. Here is a look at the backdnaoilae students working on it.




