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Thoughts for the ek u[i
By  Richard Marotta, Ph.D., Headmaster
"Garden School, in the indepéent tradition, affirms the primacy of learning

During an admissions tour last Wednesday, | overheard the conversation between twWo
prospective parents in which one asked about independent schools. Wit is an
independent schookxactly, said one to theother? TK I G Q& | [j dzS&a G A 2 ¥
asked me over the yeard he answer gets tthe heart of Garden'seducationalmission

Independent schools# FFSNJ FNRY WLINA DI GSQ aoKz22ft af A\
sources of funding other than tuition and fundraisingnd that independent schools
have no curricular ties to any organization. So that, for example, a local parish schod
may be private but it is linked to the parish in both financial and ideological ways. An
independent school does not have those link&/hile it is possible for an independent

school to adhere to a specific ideology, its governance must be by an independent Board of TsuSiee

financial and governing independenaae the two hallmarks of an independent school.

With thesetwo factorsfreed from outsideintervention, then the missionof our schools becomes cleahe
school'sprogramand educationalcurriculumemerges from that independence and not from any
governmental, ideological or organizatiomfluence This is what gives independent schools the freedom t
design and implement curriculum in completely authentic wayend, in turn, gives faculty the freedom to
teach the curriculum in ways that suit the actuatudents in their classCurriculumis designedfor
educational, historicaland social reasonand implemented whollyto be effective

Independent school curriculum canreflect important social values in our culture, such as freedom of
thought, social justice and gender equality. Howeveve are freeto explore those issues and ideas with ou
students independent of populism, group pressuresmolitical conniving games. Thigives our schools the
intellectual and educational authenticity that provides an atmosphere of genuine cognitive exploratioat
inspiresgood teachingcommunity participationand motivatesenthusiastig lifelonglearning

In a way, we resemble the ancient academies for which the only goal was the pur$titeogood, the

beautiful and the true. These are not easy goals to achieve, sometimes all schools may fall short of achggving
them; however, it is is the pursuit of these goals and in the struggle to make them real and attainable tht
our schools take the& strength and their identities.

Gardenis a community of learnersvho, because of our financial, politicaind social independencexplore
learning in genuine and authentic ways with our students. That is who we are and will continue to be

"Garden School, in the indepéent tradition, affirms the primacy of learning

Richard Marotta, Ph.D.
Headmaster



Remember

Sl Teacherand daff
DATES TO REMEMBER: names by thér

Friday, Jan. 19 : Marking Period #2 Ends artlcle§ qre also
Thursday, Jan. 25 : Report Cards Distributed email links!
Friday, Jan. 26 : Return Report Cards
Tuesday, Jan. 23 : PTA Meeting 8:30 am
Monday, February 12tk JV/V Griffin BasketballPlayoff Game! Comand supportthe team!
Monday - Wednesday, February 124 - PTA Book Fair

Monday, Feb. 19riday, Feb23: School Closed for February Break

SAVE THE DATE: GARDEN SCHOOL: BADRAYAPRIL 13TH!

sion Pajama Day 201Friday, January 12th

| How DoYou Fee foday?
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GARDEN GALA

2018
Masquerade CBalf

SAVE THE DATE

THE TWO THOUSAND EIGHTEEN GARDEN GALA
MASQUERADE BALL

(W/J?{é 42/ ori

FRIDAY THE THIRTEENTH OF APRIL
6:30 PM - MIDNIGHT

Y
@ 0/20/5#'?

THE GARDEN SCHOOI. AMATEUR RADIO CI.UB

JOHN HALE | FacuLry ADVISOR & STATION TRUSTEE
GERARD PILATE | PRESIDENT, HALL OF SCIENCE AMATEUR RADIO CLUB
MICHAEL RICATTO | VICE PRESIDENT, HALL OF SCIENCE AMATEUR RADIO CLUB

Early Bird Special
8 am January 8 - Midnight January 20
Only

TICKETS ARE $113 FOR 13 DAYS

Get this one time discount at www.gardenschoool.org/gala
for a limited time before the price increases to $130.
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GARDEN GALA

BUY
TICKETS
NOW

2018

100/$100 Raffle

APPLE WATCH HERMES
SERIES 3 GPS+CELLULAR

42mm
Stainless Steel Case

Indigo Swift Leather Single Tour

VALUED AT $1 ’1 o o)

100 tickets

- for -
$100 each

€ WATCH | HERMES

SERIES 3

gardenschool.org/gala

gala@gardenschool.org

gardenschool.org/gala
33-16 79th Street, Ja

| gala®g
ckson Heights, NY 11372







