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Thoughts for the Week 
By  Richard Marotta, Ph.D., Headmaster 

"Garden School, in the independent tradition, affirms the primacy of learning." 

During an admissions tour last Wednesday, I overheard the conversation between two 
prospective parents  in which one asked about independent schools. Just what is an 
independent school exactly, said one to the other? TƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ 
asked me over the years. The answer gets to the heart of Garden's educational mission. 
 
Independent schools dƛŦŦŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ΨǇǊƛǾŀǘŜΩ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ 
sources of funding other than tuition and fundraising, and that independent schools 
have no curricular ties to any organization. So that, for example, a local parish school 
may be private, but it is linked to the parish in both financial and ideological ways. An 
independent school does not have those links. While it is possible for an independent 

school to adhere to a specific ideology, its governance must be by an independent Board of Trustees.  The 
financial and governing independence are the two hallmarks of an independent school. 
 
With these two factors freed from outside intervention, then the mission of our schools becomes clear: the 
school's program and educational curriculum emerges from that independence and not from any 
governmental, ideological or organization influence. This is what gives independent schools the freedom to 
design and implement curriculum in completely authentic ways, and, in turn, gives faculty the freedom to 
teach the curriculum in ways that suit the actual students in their class. Curriculum is designed for 
educational, historical, and social reasons and implemented wholly to be effective. 
 
Independent school curriculums can reflect important social values in our culture, such as freedom of 
thought, social justice and gender equality. However, we are free to explore those issues and ideas with our 
students independent of populism, group pressures or political conniving games. This gives our schools the 
intellectual and educational authenticity that provides an atmosphere of genuine cognitive exploration that 
inspires good teaching, community participation and motivates enthusiastic, lifelong learning. 
 
In a way, we resemble the ancient academies for which the only goal was the pursuit of the good, the 
beautiful and the true. These are not easy goals to achieve, sometimes all schools may fall short of achieving 
them; however, it is is the pursuit of these goals and in the struggle to make them real and attainable that 
our schools take their strength and their identities. 
 
Garden is a community of learners who, because of our financial, political, and social independence, explore 

learning in genuine and authentic ways with our students. That is who we are and will continue to be. 
 

"Garden School, in the independent tradition, affirms the primacy of learning." 
 

Richard Marotta, Ph.D. 

Headmaster 



 
DATES TO REMEMBER: 

 
¶ Friday, Jan. 19 : Marking Period #2 Ends 
¶ Thursday, Jan. 25 : Report Cards Distributed 
¶ Friday, Jan. 26 : Return Report Cards 
¶ Tuesday, Jan. 23 : PTA Meeting 8:30 am 
¶ Monday, February 12th - JV/V Griffin Basketball Playoff Game! Come and support the team! 
¶ Monday - Wednesday, February 12-14 - PTA Book Fair 
¶ Monday, Feb. 19-Friday, Feb. 23: School Closed for February Break 

 

SAVE THE DATE: GARDEN SCHOOL GALA - FRIDAY, APRIL 13TH!! 

 

 

Lower Division Pajama Day 2017 - Friday, January 12th 

    

       
 

 

Remember! 
 

Teacher and staff 
names by their 
articles are also 

email links! 



 

 



 

 



 

 


