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Thoughts for the Week
By

Richard Marotta, Ph.D., Headmaster
"Garden School, in the independent tradition, affirms the primacy of learning."
During an admissions tour last Wednesday, I overheard the conversation between two
prospective parents in which one asked about independent schools. Just what is an
independent school exactly, said one to the other? That’s a question that parents have
asked me over the years. The answer gets to the heart of Garden's educational mission.

Independent schools differ from ‘private’ schools in that independent schools have no
sources of funding other than tuition and fundraising, and that independent schools
have no curricular ties to any organization. So that, for example, a local parish school
may be private, but it is linked to the parish in both financial and ideological ways. An
independent school does not have those links. While it is possible for an independent
school to adhere to a specific ideology, its governance must be by an independent Board of Trustees. The
financial and governing independence are the two hallmarks of an independent school.
With these two factors freed from outside intervention, then the mission of our schools becomes clear: the
school's program and educational curriculum emerges from that independence and not from any
governmental, ideological or organization influence. This is what gives independent schools the freedom to
design and implement curriculum in completely authentic ways, and, in turn, gives faculty the freedom to
teach the curriculum in ways that suit the actual students in their class. Curriculum is designed for
educational, historical, and social reasons and implemented wholly to be effective.
Independent school curriculums can reflect important social values in our culture, such as freedom of
thought, social justice and gender equality. However, we are free to explore those issues and ideas with our
students independent of populism, group pressures or political conniving games. This gives our schools the
intellectual and educational authenticity that provides an atmosphere of genuine cognitive exploration that
inspires good teaching, community participation and motivates enthusiastic, lifelong learning.
In a way, we resemble the ancient academies for which the only goal was the pursuit of the good, the
beautiful and the true. These are not easy goals to achieve, sometimes all schools may fall short of achieving
them; however, it is is the pursuit of these goals and in the struggle to make them real and attainable that
our schools take their strength and their identities.
Garden is a community of learners who, because of our financial, political, and social independence, explore
learning in genuine and authentic ways with our students. That is who we are and will continue to be.
"Garden School, in the independent tradition, affirms the primacy of learning."
Richard Marotta, Ph.D.
Headmaster

Remember!
DATES TO REMEMBER:








Teacher and staff
names by their
articles are also
email links!

Friday, Jan. 19 : Marking Period #2 Ends
Thursday, Jan. 25 : Report Cards Distributed
Friday, Jan. 26 : Return Report Cards
Tuesday, Jan. 23 : PTA Meeting 8:30 am
Monday, February 12th - JV/V Griffin Basketball Playoff Game! Come and support the team!
Monday - Wednesday, February 12-14 - PTA Book Fair
Monday, Feb. 19-Friday, Feb. 23: School Closed for February Break

SAVE THE DATE: GARDEN SCHOOL GALA - FRIDAY, APRIL 13TH!!

Lower Division Pajama Day 2017 - Friday, January 12th

Pre-K For All - Math
By:

Yesenia Romero (PKFA Teacher)

Things that "go" are always a love of children. Watching a
train go by on the tracks, floating a toy boat in the bathtub
or honking a car horn are magnets for small kids! This is
why the transportation unit in the preschool classroom is
always a hit!
In our unit of transportation, we learn about cars, trucks,
buses, trains, airplanes, boats, and our own feet. We will
talk about how vehicles are made and their similarities and
differences.
Your child is learning about a variety of vehicles and how
they are used in everyday life. He/she will name several
different types of vehicles and realize that walking is also a
form of transportation. We will talk about vehicle safety, especially the rules you must follow on a school bus.
At home you can:
• Look at the instrument panel in your car and explain how the instruments work.
• Look for trucks and buses on the way home.
• Count how many railroad crossings you see on the way home.
• Plan a trip to the airport to watch the planes.
• Look for boats on water, on trailers, and in sales lots. How many did you see?

Nursery Language Arts
By:

Carmela Augello-Knopf, (Nursery Teacher)

This week has been fun and exciting for the Nursery children.
We focused on the book The Jacket I Wear In The Snow by
Shirley Neitzel, which is a catchy tale with repetitive text that
encourages the children to read along with the story. We used
the flannel board to retell the story which helps the children
develop oral language and story sequencing. We colored the
clothing from the book to display in our classroom and made
sentence strips to take home. On the Smart Board, we
watched and listened to the book. We also made snow for
our water table and the children enjoyed exploring without
being out in the cold! The snow this week made this a great
unit to work on.

Pre-K Language Arts
By:

Eileen Reyes (Pre-K Teacher, Early Childhood, Dean)

Much fun was had in the Pre-K classroom as the students
enjoyed wearing pajamas to school last Friday. Children were
asked to bring in their favorite bedtime stories for a fun day of
reading. The second graders practiced their reading skills by
reading these stories to the Pre-K children right before their
naptime.
New friends were made as the children practiced social skills
when introductions were made, and they had conversations
about the book being read. The Pre-K students took a turn
reading aloud to their favorite sleeping toys. Pajama Day by
Curriculum Castle, Llama Llama Red Pajama by Anna Dewdney, and Good Night Moon by Margaret Wise Brown were
some of the books that were read on this day.

Kindergarten - Language Arts
By:

Lauren Yandow (Kindergarten Teacher)

English/Language Arts has been heavily embedded in student learning this week in Kindergarten in various ways. We
began the week by learning about a new letter in Phonics, Cc, and learning new words that begin with the hard /c/ sound
as well as reviewing words that end in /ck/, which students had been exposed to when we learned about letter Kk.
Students were also given new sight words this week that really challenged them to use their phonics knowledge and
decoding skills in order to build recognition. These words included: put, with, this, and like. Students tackled the words
'this' and 'with' because we have been working on our digraph sounds (/th/) all year! They successfully blended these
letter sounds and came up with sentences using these words. The word 'put' became an interesting discussion on vowel
sounds, and how they can sometimes trick us! Silent "e" is also a new rule students have been exposed to through
phonics lessons and reading, therefore students were able to make connections and come up with other words that
make the long /i/ sound,
This week we also began a literature unit on The Gingerbread Man series! We began by reading one version of the
Gingerbread Man by Karen Schmidt and discussing the major story elements of a fantasy story such as this one. Students
were exposed to new vocabulary such as setting, and conflict, and were asked to utilize other familiar words and identify
the author, title, main character, and other characters in the story. We created a chart displaying this information as a
whole group and the students then created their own illustrations of either a character or one of the settings in the story
using the story as a reference. We read the story a second time in order to become more familiar with it because we
decided to act it out in front of a real audience: Mr. Roselli's and Mrs. Reyes' class! We constructed the setting using our
own materials and blocks from the classroom and created hats to transform into each of the characters in the story. Ms.
Yandow was the narrator and another student helped to turn the pages of the book. Students who wanted to be a part of
the audience had to learn the importance of being an audience member as well. Each student played an important role in
the production of the Gingerbread Man! Next week we will read and learn about a new gingerbread character, the
Gingerbread Boy, and compare and contrast the two stories to one another using a new tool, the Venn Diagram! We also
look forward to putting on a second performance of The Gingerbread Boy at the end of the week!

Grade 1 - 3 Science
By:

Michelle Sclafani (Math and Science Teacher)

First, Second, and Third Grade Science finished the first half of the school year 65 million years ago!
Wrapping up the marking period with Dinosaurs and Fossils as our topic, first grade focused on the classification between
herbivore and carnivores. Second and Third grade built on that and also the four types of fossils. Along with this topic, our
young scientists also learned and built on their prior knowledge of weather, climate, and seasons.
Throughout the second marking period we took a step away from the textbook to introduce STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Mathematics), with some fun challenges to get them working outside of the box. Our challenges include
buiding cup towers out of cups and craft sticks and a gumdrop tower with toothpicks.
First and Third grade complete the Cup Tower Challenge with a groundbreaking 15 story tower (measured in cups- of
course!) The importance of these challenges is to get our young minds using their knowledge and creativity to tie in some
Engineering and Technology into our Science plans. After careful drafting, third grade got to building as they focused on
the stability of their towers and reached a height of eleven cups. First grade, however went straight to the sky! Building
straight up, the first grade reached a level of 15 cups! During this time second grade took a stab at building their gum
drop towers and got themselves into a sticky situation! During the engineering stage, they started learning that gum
drops were heavier than they expected and we had some leaning towers of Garden!
All in all, the students across the board had a blast and the best is they didn’t even realize they were learning! Some great
team work took place as well as brainstorming and drafting. Looking forward to the second half of the year when we start
our Physical Science Unit and really get hands on!

Grades 4 - World Languages French
By:

Gabriel Gomis (World Languages Teacher, French)

French 4 have been introduced to adjectives. They have been describing family members or celebrities using adjectives
such as gentil, égoïste, grand, petit, beau, belle... Also, we focused on how to turn the masculine adjectives into feminine.
Unlike English, French adjectives agree with the object, noun or person they describe . They will be learning the position
of the adjectives next week. In French, most adjectives that form the acronym BAGS (beauty, age, goodness, and size) are
places before the noun.

Grades 5 - World Languages French
By:

Gabriel Gomis (World Languages Teacher, French)

French 5 are being exposed to the "Francophonie". They are learning the countries that have French as an official or
national language. We talked about the French colonization in Africa, the presence of France in North America, South
America and the Caribbean... Each student is going to do a presentation on a French -speaking country in two weeks. We
also learned about the prepositions used to give direction (sur, sous, derrière, en face de, à côté de...)

Grades 6 - World Languages French
By:

Gabriel Gomis (World Languages Teacher, French)

Students learned to tell the time in French. Using the Clock Game, they strengthened their understanding of telling time
in French. We also introduced the reflexive verbs, which help them talk about their daily routine.

Grades 7 - Social Studies
By:

Sarah O'Sullivan (Social Studies Teacher)

Broadway and American History have joined in harmony in the production of Hamilton. This incredible musical has added
a new flavor to our beloved American History. Seventh grade students can be found rapping and singing various songs
from this wonderful score. As a result, what every educator hopes for does happen, without an adolescent realizing it,
learning occurs. This transferred to the classroom where we listened to specific songs about the creation of our earliest
political parties the Democratic Republican and the Federalist parties. Students analyzed how both domestic and foreign
policy led to the difference in opinions in the young nation and thus the evolution of parties.
Lastly, many students were amazed at the changing relationship between the great John Adams and Thomas Jefferson.
We discussed the role of political parties and how, though these two men disagreed, they would be able to have tea and
speak civilly. Students discussed how that has changed in the current political climate.
Next we will examine the controversial Andrew Jackson and the rise of industry in the United States.

Grades 8 - Social Studies
By:

Sarah O'Sullivan (Social Studies Teacher)

Napoleon Bonaparte once stated 'China is a sleeping giant. Let her sleep, for when she wakes she will move the world.'
How correct he was. Our eighth graders have followed the history of China. We examined how leaders opened and at
time closed China to the rest of the world. They learned how the great Zheng He explored all of Asia and quite possible
Africa and the Americas. They realized how Chinese technology surpassed European technology by over a hundred years.
In addition, Students looked at the roots of Chinese philosophy and the impact of the great Confucius. Many didn’t
realize the role this great mind still plays in 2018.
Lastly, we examined the end of the dynastic system and the rise of the Chinese Republic. Students compared and
contrasted the methods used by Mao Zedong and Deng Xiaoping and debated which one was more beneficial for the
people. We discussed the benefits of communism versus capitalism and authoritative governments versus democratic
governments. Some students wondered whether democracy works for every nation which will be an ongoing discussion
for these inquisitive scholars.

Grade 9 - Italian Renaissance Art
By:

Christopher Zelles (Fine Arts Teacher)

The 9th grade Italian Renaissance course is coming to a conclusion and the work the students have done this semester has
been wonderful. The last month students have been doing a variety of drawing, experimenting with different types of
line that show texture, movement, and emotion. The goal was for students to take these lessons and implement them
into their Mona Lisa project. The goal for the students is to take the image of The Mona Lisa and do something
completely creative with it. I have encouraged the students to research famous artists and paintings and to draw the
Mona Lisa in that artist’s style. I have been encouraged by the enthusiasm the students have for this project and look
forward to see the finished product by the end of the week.

Grades 11 and 12 - Physical Education
By:

Flance Dervishi (Chair, Athletics Department)

We are in our Volleyball unit in PE class. The first two weeks of the unit, we have a short development of basic volleyball
skill set to have all the students understand the game better. For these last two weeks of the Volleyball unit, we have
both grades competing in a mini Volleyball tournament. All teams are created equally with equivalent skill set, and both
classes compete for tournament champion. Last week and this week it’s been Midterms we haven’t had PE class but the
following week of 1/22-26 we will go into our playoffs where games will be one game elimination with the winner
advancing to the next round until we have a champion. Our next Unit will be Ultimate Frisbee. Looking forward to an
exciting week of Playoff Volleyball!

