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Thoughts for the week
By Richard Marotta, Ph.D., Headmaster
Schools are living, breathing entities. What is remarkable about a school is that it
blends the individual and the group into an active and dynamic community. For
this fusion to occur on a daily basis, there needs to be a continual commitment to
the idea that individuals make up groups and that groups consist of individuals.
This paradoxical state can be guided by activities and events; however, it depends
mostly on the consciousness of all those involved. At the heart of the school’s
mission is supporting each individual who is also a part of a group, a group that
encourages rather than detracts from that very individuality.
For the community of the school to be viable, it needs the support of all of its
members. We see this at special events, such as the Gala, or internal events, such
as the Holiday Boutique or Pasta Night. These events bring the school community
together to celebrate and support the entire community's mission and also provide occasions for the
individuals in the community to assert their group identity.
As I think about schools and about Garden School in particular, I am struck by the sense of oneness that we
have. Just this week, we had an Alumni Career Day in which 10 of our graduates returned to talk about their
lives after Garden School. What emerged from these discussions with current students was that even after
two years, or in some cases twenty years, these alumni remained members of our community. They
recognized some of the changes that have taken place in our school, but they were aware that this school
would remain an important and vital part of their lives.
A school is a rather unique entity in that sense. Each day, over 300 hundred individuals contribute in the
common exercise of learning. The product here doesn't appear to be tangible; it can be rather abstract at
times. The evidence that the educational process is succeeding is the individual growth of the student or
the teacher. The process is communal; the results are individual. In order for those individual results to
occur in meaningful ways, the community's pursuit of learning needs to be powerful and effective.
Today, our community is coming together for a Pep Rally, then back to back boys’ and girls’ basketball
games and then we will come together for Pasta Night, a night in which our community will share a meal.
Eating together as a school reaches back in history to the earliest moments in education. Even the earliest
words used to describe the ‘institutional ‘nature of education speak to the idea of community: "college"
comes from the Latin word collegium, which means to read together. That’s what we do: we read together,
we eat together, we play together, we learn together—we are the Community of the Garden School.

DATES TO REMEMBER:


Friday, December 12 : Pasta Night (5 :30 – 7 PM or 7 :30 – 9PM)



Friday, December 19 : Noon Dismissal / Lower Division Show at 9 AM / Upper Division Winter Trip



Monday, December 22 – Friday, January 2 : School Closed for Winter Break



Monday, January 5 : Classes Resume



Thursday, January 15 – Friday, January 16 : Upper Division Exams



Monday, January 19 : School Closed for Martin Luther King Jr.



Tuesday, January 20 – Thursday, January 22 : Upper Division Exams



Friday, January 23 : End of Second Marking Period



Thursday, January 29 : Report Cards Distributed



Friday, January 30 : Report Cards Returned

IMPORTANT SAVE THE DATES!!

The Garden School Gala will take place
on Friday March 27, 2015 at Terrace on the Park

Dear Garden Families,
The 2015 Garden School Gala will be held on March 27th at Terrace on the Park. Please join us as we
celebrate the Garden School Community. We will also be recognizing the 2015 Griffin Circle.
We are beginning work on the gala journal and we have a very special discounted offer on journal ads.
We are offering 10% off, yes 10% off on all journal ads purchased by Jan 1. See the attached journal ad
form at the end of this newsletter for the very special prices. And remember you can buy an ad and
you also can also use the form to sell an ad to your favorite local business.
Tell your favorite local business that an ad in the journal will reach more than 400 families from the
Garden school community. If you have any question please email us at gala@gardenschool.org
Thank you,
Gala committee
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2014 Annual Fund

Garden School changes lives.
Dear Garden Families,
Garden's Annual Fund is off to a great start, but we still have work to do. We have already raised over $25,000. To
position us to seek future outside support, we need to show a pattern of increasing parent participation in fundraising
and in the Annual Fund Campaign.
We, as parents, have made our contribution to the 2014 Annual Fund and we would like you to join us. Whether you
contribute $10 or $1,000, the fact that you participated is recorded and will be represented in our school's statistics.
Our goal is 100% participation within the Garden Community. 100% of the members of our Board of Trustees have
already made a contribution. We have also reached out to our Alumni and our Alumni Parents. Every member of the
Garden School Community supports the Annual Fund.
As you know, similar to all independent schools, the tuition we pay as parents does not cover the entire cost of
educating our children. Every year, the school depends on fundraising, and in particular every current parent's
participation in the Annual Fund, to support the successful implementation of Garden School's mission.
Our children and their teachers are building a solid educational foundation in the classroom. We as parents need to
support the work they do every day by building a solid financial foundation for the school they love.
Please join us in celebrating our school and in supporting its mission to educate our students to the highest of academic,
social and personal standards. Make your donation now.
Sincerely,
Vicki Zunitch Co-Chair, 2013 Annual Fund & Bart Fraust Grade 4
Russell Aragon & Particia Saxby Grade 11
Barbara Caraballo & Viktor Tadijanovic Grade 5
Jonathan Kline & Olga Torres Grades 4 and 6
Diane & Joseph Sarro Grade 10

DONATE HERE: https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E41732&id=1
https://www.facebook.com/GardenSchoolNY
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Career Day with Garden Alumni
By: Jim Pigman (Chair of English Department)
Thanks to the wonderful alumni who came to Garden today for Career Day--Anna
LaSorsa, Josh Caesar, Marina Yoffe, Mohammad Mohammad, Savita Bhardwaj, Nick
Colombos, Marion Cuevas, Jessica Pevzner, Betty Newfield Wall, Victoria Cespedes,
Sarah Wyatt-Carfagna, Emily Tricarico.. the students were thrilled to hear the voices
from the past, to hear about classes and teachers and colleges and work experiences. We
teachers were proud to see how our little ones have grown up. A great day for Garden
School!!!
Leanne C. '18: Today was Career Day, in which Alumni came back and spoke...Betty was
very interesting. She graduated in 1979! She works in advertising with clients ranging
from pizza parlors to American Express. Betty had been a top-ranked tennis player,
earned a college scholarship and almost turned professional. "Mr. Pigman coached the
tennis team in those days," she said.
Learning what people do in order to create advertisements is different from what I had
imagined. I had thought that each company made its own ad, but now I know that is not
how it goes. I guess you learn something every day.
Betty said that Garden had not really changed that much from the last time they were
here. Main differences were in the dress code, the cafeteria, a different headmaster, and the rooms and halls seemed
so much smaller.
Everyone I heard from was extremely happy to have been here in this small school which had given them so many
opportunities. They are all special in their own ways, from elementary teacher to police sergeant to dentist---you never
know what to expect on Career Day.

World Language Trip/French 7 & French II
By: Gabriel Gomis (French Instructor)
Students in 7th & 9th grades toured the Museo del Bario to get an insight into
Marisol' s art works. Born in France with Venezuelan heritage, Marisol's art is very
cosmopolitan and she is a major figure in postwar American art. Students gave
their interpretation of some of her sculptures that make a mockery of adulthood
and express the absurdity of life. Then the students tried to emulate her work
through an interactive workshop at the Museo del Bario facilities. The artist, a
cultural nomad herself, shares her personal experiences after spending part of her
life in Europe, South America and North America.
Afterwards, the students experienced the French cuisine at Jubilee. They tested
their French by ordering their food in French. Overall, the trip was great fun and
very instructive.
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Science for Nursery
By: Carmela Knopf (Nursery Teacher)
Nursery has stated to get their classroom ready for winter. We have begun a
transition from fall to winter. Seeing the snow this week inspired us to get
into the winter spirit. We made winter mobiles with sparkling snowflakes. On
the smart board, we watched and did hand movements to a snowflake song.

Science for Pre-K
By: Eileen Reyes (Pre-K Teacher)
The Pre-K class has been learning about the four seasons and making
connections with the current weather each day in science class. Since the
weather has slowly been getting colder, the children have noticed the change
in clothing that they wear to school each day. Much fun is had when the
students choose appropriate clothing for each kind of weather as they dress
children on the smartboard. They also cut pictures of various clothing and
glued them on paper to correspond with the correct season as a follow up to
this activity. These activities should help children learn a life skill of choosing
appropriate clothing when they get dressed each morning. We read The
Jacket I Wear in the Snow by Shirley Neitzel and Moley Gets Dressed for all
Weather by Sue Hendra.

Science for Kindergarten
By: Kristen Ahlfeld (Kindergarten Teacher)
The children are learning about a variety of holidays that are celebrated in
December including Hanukkah , Christmas and Kwanzaa.
This week in cooking, the students made latkes in connection with Hanukkah. The students
learned about the importance of oil during this holiday. During the cooking lesson, the
children explored with measurement, ratios, mixing and properties. The children learned
the process of following directions and changing matter from one state to another. Their
final product was delicious latkes that the children devoured with applesauce!
We continued our theme with the oil in a science experiment. The students learned that
regardless of how much water and oil are shaken together, they will separate. The children
learned that water and oil are immiscible.
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Mandarin for Grades 1 to 3
By: Kelly Yang (Mandarin Teacher)
In this multiple-lesson unit, students will gain the ability to use appropriate words and phrases to identify weather and
to share their preferences about the topic. In this unit, students are able to identify and name the basic weather in each
season, and can express like and dislike related to the weather.
Students will orally identify the weather as well as in writing as they practice tracing the characters for each. Students
will also have opportunities to review previously learned months, days, and numbers by acting as a weather reporter to
describe what the weather like today, such as “ today is 12/12, Friday, today’s weather is sunny/cloudy.”
In the meantime we are practicing our dance based on a very popular song in China for the Winter Show, the students
working very hard to surprise you.

Social Studies for Grade 4
By: Philip D’Anna (Language Arts and Social Studies Teacher)
Bill Clinton. William Faulkner. Ariana Grande. Louis Armstrong. At first, you
may think that these four people have nothing in common. And until
recently, I would have agreed. The fourth grade, however, would tell us
otherwise. Through our most recent project – a travel brochure – the
students have taught each other that these four famous people all hail from states in the Southeast. Through research,
reading and investigation, the fourth grade class has uncovered many new facts about the Southeast region. Together,
they’ve unearthed important details like states’ abbreviation, capital, tourism sites, and even learned a few fun facts
along the way!
Over the break, encourage your child to keep up with current events in the southeast, as well as around the country.
They may just hear about someone they now know of, or a place with which they have now become familiar.
In the upcoming weeks, we will shift our course of study from the Southeast region to the Northeast region. In this
similar way we will focus our attention on the geography of these states, their capitals, abbreviations, and more!
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Social Studies for Grade 5
By: Sarah O’Sullivan (History Teacher)
These eager learners are continuing their study of the great clash of civilzations, when Native Americans and Europeans
first met. Fifth graders are studying the colonial period where Europeans and Native Americans interacted in a variety of
ways. This interdisciplinary unit involves an analysis of the historical facts involved in understanding how and why each
colony was created by the various European groups.
In addition, they are reading the novel The Sign of the Beaver by Elizabeth George Speare. This engaging novel is about
the friendship that develops between a European boy and a Native American boy who were raised to fear one another.
Through these two methods students are gaining the background knowledge to understand how conflicts can develop
between these two groups. Many students realized how much knowledge these two groups could learn from each
other. Several students also discussed the variety of intelligences that are required to survive in society. Some were
upset with the animosity that existed between the two groups. This led to lively discussions about tolerance which is
learned and very important in our diverse society.
Next week, students will illustrate their knowledge through interactive cooperative activities. This ensures that each
individual student's needs are met.

Social Studies for Grade 6
By: Philip D’Anna (Language Arts and Social Studies Teacher)
Egypt, Mesopotamia, and now, India. The sixth graders have been working tirelessly these
past weeks to create models, posters, flip books, and more. These physical representations
that the students have produced reflect their wealth of knowledge that they’ve continue to
develop. Though the three civilizations – Egypt, Mesopotamia, and India – are in
geographically different places, their basic needs for survival are the same. The students have
begun to discover that for centuries people have been utilizing their surroundings to sustain
life. In all of the river civilizations that we’ve studied as a class, it was the rivers and
geographic features that helped cultivate life. The class is even learning that although we
acknowledge the diverse cultures and faiths around the world, they had their roots in these
ancient times.
A major facet of our social studies curriculum is the study of culture. Over the winter break,
the students have been given a choice between two novels which they will read
independently. Though this is a language arts assignment, it is studied from a social studies
vantage point. The students will not only read these novels and be able to summarize the plot,
but they will need to consider the ways that the characters’ cultural values influence their
decisions. In social studies we are always evaluating the ways that culture and values played a
role in daily life; as such, the characters of these books also include their own values and
cultures in their lives. As they complete this assignment, I encourage them to reflect on their
own values and consider the ways that these values influence their own decision making
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Physical Education for Grades 7 and 8
By: Amy Ledden (Physical Education Teacher)
The basketball unit in Physical Education class has been heating up in all grades, especially 7th and 8th. After a week of
skill development, practicing passes, shots and dribbling, the teams were made and the competition began. Every class,
the students would enter the gym, warm up, stretch, retrieve their assigned pinnie colors and sit with their teams,
anxiously waiting to see who was playing who and what the scores were up to that point.
This week began playoffs, and after weeks of playing, the teams are still neck and neck. It is thrilling watching the
students get so involved, including players that have been playing for years as well as students who never thought they
would enjoy the game. Next week, right before we break for the holidays, we will play the always exciting championship.
When we return in January, we will begin our Badminton unit!

Math for Grade 9
By: Sonia Ambarsom (Math Teacher)
The ninth graders are working with first-degree equations and inequalities in one variable. They are exploring the idea of
an equation, namely two algebraic expressions are equal. They are using basic operations to solve equations and
inequalities, and apply that knowledge to the solving word problems.
So much fun!

Math for Grade 10
By: Lara Leggio (Math Teacher)
The 10th grade honors math class has continued to work hard as we near the holiday break. In the past, students learned
about radicals and simplifying basic radical expressions. This year, we have been building upon our previous knowledge
and working with more complex radical expressions. We are typically used to thinking in terms of “perfect squares”,
however, now we have been working with cube roots and referring to “perfect cubes”. We have been simplifying these
complex radical expressions that include variables as well. We initiated our discussion of radicals revisiting rational
numbers and irrational numbers. Of course, as we explored irrational numbers, we looked at pi and viewed it to a
million digits.
This week closes out our chapter on real numbers and radicals. Moving forward we will not be talking about real
numbers anymore, but imaginary numbers, a number system that is completely new to us. I hope everyone has a safe
and enjoyable holiday season!
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Art for Grades 11 and 12
By: Tiina Prio (Art Teacher)
The Art Elective class has completed painting the backdrop for the Lower Division’s
Holiday Show called Garden School’s Short Circus. The main backdrop is a circus scene
with a ‘Big top tent’ floating in the clouds next to a giraffe and an elephant. Children
are happily riding on the elephant’s back while balloons float away under a happy sun.
This backdrop was painted with acrylic paints. The students in the class couldn’t wait
to get started and each and every one helped the effort. The banners for the show
feature a ringmaster and a lion, painted with tempera and finished with chalk pastels.
The class enjoys helping the younger Garden students because they remember the
efforts made by the older students when they were in the Lower Division. Everyone
helps each other in the effort because it takes a village to raise a child. Afriprov.org
states that in Nigeria the Igbo and Yoruba practice this proverb in everyday raising of
the children. They go further to state that this “proverb exists in different forms in
many African languages. The basic meaning is that a child’s upbringing is a communal
effort. The responsibility for raising a child is shared with the larger family (sometimes
called the extended family).”
I have always considered Garden School as an extended family where ‘children’
always come back to visit the ‘village of Garden’. This week many former students
came back to speak about their lives and careers to the Upper Division and I could see
the thoughts for the future growing in their minds.

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND!
GARDEN SCHOOL SWEATSHIRTS FOR SALE!
Parents, Family & Friends!
Everyone wants these terrifically soft and chunky hooded sweatshirts! Show your
Garden School spirit. The funds collected go to support school community enrichment
activities including Lower Division movie night, Senior Prom, and much more.
These sweatshirts are $35.00 and there are youth – adult sizes available. The campaign
will only run until December 31st and then close so get your order in ASAP!
After the campaign closes the shirts will be shipped within 2 weeks. Please go to the link below to order and thank you
for enriching Garden School community life! Order your Sweatshirts here!

http://www.booster.com/gardenschool2014
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EARLY BIRD SPECIAL
PURCHASE YOUR AD BY JAN 1ST

Garden Gala

RECEIVE 10% OFF

March 27th, 2015
Journal Ad Order Form
The 2015 Garden School Gala will be held on March 27th at Terrace on the Park. Please join us as we
celebrate the Garden School Community. We will also be recognizing the 2015 Griffin Circle.
Journal Ads and Message pages will be printed in color and are available in all of the following sizes:
__ Young Alum 2004-2014 Ad

$35.00

$31.50

__ Third of a Page

$60.00

$54.00

__ Full Page (gold) $500.00

$450.00

__ Half Page

$125.00

$112.50

__ Inside Cover Front

$750.00

$675.00

__ Full Page (white)

$250.00

$225.00

__ Inside Cover Back

$750.00

$675.00

__ Full Page (silver)

$300.00

$270.00

__ Back Cover

__ Class Page:

Grade: ____

$1000.00 $900.00

$ __________

__ Email Art Work to gala@gardenschool.org
__ Copy Attached

__ Copy to Follow

__ Repeat Last Year’s Ad

Name: __________________________________
Address: ________________________________
Home Phone: ____________________________
Cell Phone: ______________________________
Credit/Debit Card Type:

___Amex

___Visa

Email: ___________________________________
City, State, Zip Code: ________________________
Business Phone: ___________________________
Previous Name - Class Year: __________________
___Master Card

___Cash

___Check

Name on card: ____________________________
Number: ________________________________ Expiration: __________ Security Code: ______
__ I have enclosed my employer’s Matching Gift Form.
Please return this form by March 10th, along with payment and any enclosures to the address below.
For more information or questions, please go to the Gala page at gardenschool.org/gala, email us at
gala@gardenschool.org or call us at 718 335-6363. Garden School is a Not for Profit 501(c)3 organization,
Tax ID #111631783. Your contribution is tax deductible as allowed by law.
Each gift to the project – through journal ads, tickets purchased, contributions to the auction or through an
employer’s matching gift program – is important.
We hope that families, students, alumni and friends will all be partners in the success of the 2015 Garden
School Gala.
33-16 79th Street, Jackson Heights 11372

•

718 335-6363

•

gala@gardenschool.org
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Scenes from Garden Spirit Day and Pep Rally
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