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Thoughts for the Week
By

Richard Marotta, Ph.D., Headmaster
This past Wednesday evening I attended the Guild meeting, which is for New York
City Independent School heads. We meet three times per year as a group to share
our ideas about independent school education, to discuss any major educational
issues and simply to provide support to each other as Heads of School.
Our meeting this Wednesday was filled with stories about the opening of school,
about changes in the politics of education in Albany and about how our schools
often address through curriculum and extracurricular activities some of the major
events of our contemporary world. Of course, there are always many different
opinions when fifty heads of school are in the same room (as you can imagine), but
there is also a genuine resolve to address problems and issues directly in order to
find a resolution that works for all of the schools.

In addition to the discussion and support that we provide each other at the Guild meeting, we also gather
for three days in early November at the Mohonk Mountain House for a series of very intense and focused
workshops. This year’s program at Mohonk will cover such topics as the relationship between the school
and the student’s identity, the schools and transgender attitudes, the idea of social justice and equity in
schools, and how we address the issues of race in our schools and in our society. All of these topics have a
direct impact on our schools as we guide our students through life in the early twenty-first century.
In my view, an independent school doesn’t resolve these issues nor should it impose a specific viewpoint on
our students. What we do, however, is to cultivate students in such strong intellectual and moral ways of
thinking, that they can confront, understand and then decide about issues for themselves. This is important
since we want our students to be critical thinkers and not simply ‘accepters’ of the opinions of others.
Every day we see how difficult it is to ascertain the truth in our media and image driven world. Learning
what the facts are, how trustworthy the data is and how reliable are the sources of information, becomes
the most challenging areas for schools and students.
Our role is to propose that the justice, equity, freedom, decency, truthfulness, kindness and responsibility
(*and others) form the core of our value system. With these basic values in mind, we then encourage our
students to examine their daily lives and the challenges they face within the context of each of these ideas.
Our mission at Garden School is not to tell students what to think. Our mission at Garden School is to insist
that their thinking be authentic.

Richard Marotta, Ph.D.
Headmaster

DATES TO REMEMBER:







Monday/Tuesday, October 3, 4:
Monday, October 10:
Wednesday, October 12:
Thursday, October 13:
Wednesday, October 19 :
Friday, October 21 :

School Closed for Rosh Hashanah
School Closed for Columbus Day
School closed for Yom Kippur
PTA Meeting, 8:30 AM in the Library
PSATs for Grades 10 & 11
School Closed for Faculty Workshop Day

College Visits Next Week:
Thursday
Thursday
Thursday
Friday
Friday

5-Oct
6-Oct
6-Oct
7-Oct
7-Oct

11:00am
1:15pm
12:30pm
11:00am
2:00pm

St. John's University, NY
Wagner College, NY
Skidmore College, NY
Trinity College, CT
College of Mt. St. Vincent, NY

COME OUT AND SUPPORT OUR GRIFFINS TEAMS!!!
Garden School I.S.A.L Varsity Soccer 2016 Schedule
Day

Date
Fri

10/7

Opponent Location
MMD

Time

Randall’s Island 44

5:00

Garden School Girls Varsity Volleyball 2016 Schedule
Day

Date

Opponent

Location

Time

Thur.

10/6

Churchill

Home

4:00

Fri

10/7

BWL

Home

4:00

Garden School I.S.A.L Middle School Soccer 2016 Schedule
Day
Thur

Date
10/6

Opponent
Churchill

Location

Time

Randall’s Island 45

3:00

Garden School on Social Media
Garden parents should be sure to check out the Garden School Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/GardenSchoolNY/. There are plenty of announcements, photos and opportunities shared
through our very active page.
You can also find us on Twitter at: https://twitter.com/gardenschoolnyc

GARDEN SCHOOL ANNUAL FUND APPEAL LETTER 2016-'17
September 21, 2016
Dear Garden School Parents,
Welcome back! With school now in session, your family is back in the busy and productive Garden community routine of
planned field trips, rekindled friendships, creative projects and homework, and afterschool clubs and sports teams.
Perhaps, you as a parent are being reminded about why you chose to enroll your child at Garden School in the first place. I
trust that you are inspired again at how Garden School takes seriously the trust you have placed in us, and follows through
on its commitment by investing itself fully in the education of your child.
Just as Garden School is investing in your child and family, we need you to invest in the school and right now, the Annual
Fund needs your help. As you know, like all independent schools, Garden's tuition does not cover the entire cost of
educating your child. Every year, it is standard for a "fundraising" line item to be included in an independent school's
budgeted income. Therefore, the school depends on this annual fundraising, and especially the Annual Fund, to support
the successful implementation of Garden School’s mission.
Last year, this community raised over $50,000 towards the Annual Fund and we thank you for your support in achieving
that milestone. With your help, Garden has continued to improve its educational offerings and its physical plant in ways
seen and unseen:






With the assistance and support of the PTA and the Library Committee, we completed a much-needed renovation
of the Library;
40 new computers were purchased for the computer room and classrooms;
A cashless, electronic payment system was installed in the cafeteria;
Two new commercial refrigerators were purchased for the kitchen;
Much needed new and more efficient heating boilers were purchased for the main building.

Naturally, we have plans for more program and facility improvements, which is why your participation in the Annual
Fund is so critical.
While the size of your donation is important and we encourage you to be generous, our goal is 100% participation within
the Garden Community, and we need your help to achieve that goal. Our Board of Trustees has demonstrated its
leadership by already achieving that goal with gifts totaling over $10,000 to the Library renovation, and has set its goals
higher for the Annual Fund. In support of Garden School's Mission, and in recognition of the investment and trust you
have placed in your child's school, we ask you make a donation now to the Annual Fund and help us reach this goal.
Please join me in celebrating our school and in supporting its mission to educate our students to the highest of academic,
social and personal standards.
Please go to www.gardenschool.org/giving for information and to make your donation online. On behalf of all alumni,
current and future generations of Garden students, we thank you for your generosity.
Sincerely,

Richard Marotta, Ph.D.
Headmaster
Alumni Parent ‘00
Current Grandparent ’31

Michael Rakosi, ‘64
President, Board of Trustees

Jean Kinn, Alumni Parent ‘06
Chair, Annual Fund
Member, Board of Trustees

College Counseling
With the PSAT around the corner, please note that Kaplan’s free PSAT Prep Live starting this Saturday, October 1st.
During this program, Kaplan's expert faculty will cover the most important PSAT content and tackle practice problems in
8 livestreaming, one-hour lessons - all completely free. Recommended for tenth and eleventh graders.
For more details and to register, please visit www.kaptest.com/PSATPrepLive."

Upper Division Academic Advisors 2016-'17
Grade 12
Grade 11
Grade 10
Grade 9
Grades 7 and 8

Marlene Dapice, Advisor
Sarah O'Sullivan, Advisor
Amira Booth-Soifer, Advisor
Cherie Wangenstein, Advisor
Nancy Massand, Dean

mschultz@gardenschool.org
ssmith@gardenschool.org
asoifer@gardenschool.org
cwangenstein@gardenschool.org
nmassand@gardenschool.org

Upper Division Clubs and Sports with Adviser/Coach Contacts
Club or Activity
Art Club
Diversity Club
Fitness Club
International Club
Japan Club
Pythagorean Club (Math)
Honor Society
Key Club
Radio Ham Club (UD only)
Lego Robotics
Literary Magazine
Middle School Debate
High School Debate
Model United Nations
Student Council
Yearbook
Tech Crew
Middle School Soccer
Varsity Soccer
Varsity Volleyball

Faculty Representative
Tiina Prio
Agustin Melara
Flance Dervishi
Cherie Wangenstein
Agustín Melara
Greig Roselli
Tom Heineman
Sarah Blakeley
Lucien Gherghi
Agustín Melara
Jim Pigman
John Hale
Marlene Dapice
Richard Marotta
Richard Kruczek
Phil D’Anna
Amira Booth-Soifer
Sarah Smith-O’Sullivan
Sonia Ambarsom
Richard Marotta
Richard Marotta
Richard Kruczek
Flance Dervishi
Gabriel Gomis
Flance Dervishi
Cherie Wangenstein

Contact Email
tprio@gardenschool.org
amelara@gardenschool.org
fdervishi@gardenschool.org
cwangenstein@gardenschool.org
amelara@gardenschool.org
groselli@gardenschool.org
theineman@gardenschool.org
sblakeley@gardenschool.org
lgherghi@gardenschool.org
amelara@gardenschool.org
jpigman@gardenschool.org
jhale@gardenschool.org
mschultz@gardenschool.org
rmarotta@gardenschool.org
rkruczek@gardenschool.org
pdanna@gardenschool.org
asoifer@gardenschool.org
ssmith@gardenschool.org
sambarsom@gardenschool.org
rmarotta@gardenschool.org
rmarotta@gardenschool.org
rkruczek@gardenschool.org
fdervishi@gardenschool.org
ggomis@gardenschool.org
fdervishi@gardenschool.org
cwangenstein@gardenschool.org

Afterschool & Foundations
Fall 2016
Starting October 3, 2016
Monday
3:00-4:00
3:00-4:00
3:00-4:00
3:00-4:00
4:00-5:00

Drama!!
Acrobatics-Beginner
Yoga
Soccer (5&6) Begins March 14th
Hip-Hop

Tuesday
3:00-4:00
3:00-4:00
3:00-4:00
3:00-4:00
4:00-5:00

Acrobatics-Intermediate
Kicks are for Kids
Mad Science (Grades 2-6)
Cartooning
Acrobatics-Advanced

Wednesday
3:00-4:00
3:00-4:00
3:00-4:00
3:00-4:00
4:00-5:00
4:00-5:00
Thursday
3:00-4:00
3:00-4:00
3:00-4:00
4:00-5:00
4:00-5:00

3:00-4:00
3:00-5:00
4:00-5:00

Tap
Karate (Beginner)
Mad Science (PK4 to Grade 2)
All About Puppets
Magic and Circus Arts
Karate (Intermediate/Advanced)

Ballet Group C
Easy Espanol
DIY Toy Making
Contemporary Dance
Chess (All levels)

Friday
Ballet Beginner
Bowling (2-8)
Ballet Intermediate

About Foundations
Classes last for 1 hour, run for 10 weeks, and start the week of October 3, 2016. Foundations classes are $250 for the
first course and $200 for each additional course, or if enrolled full-time in the After-School Program, $220 for the first
course and $180 for each additional course. For more information, contact Miss Kim Hayes. khayes@gardenschool.org

More Information is in the full brochure available online here.
About After-School
Our after-school program for the lower division (N-6) runs weekdays from 3:00-6:00 p.m. and includes snack time,
homework help, indoor/outdoor play, organized games, crafts, clubs and special events. The program structure is
flexible, so you can arrange an after-school plan that meets your family’s needs.
Garden School has a program for 7th and 8th graders. The After-School Program operates every school day from 3:006:00 p.m. to offer homework support and structured activities, including cards, board games, support for sports teams,
and free play in the gym or field.
Per Hour/Day Rates:
Until 4:00 p.m.: $15, Until 5:00 p.m.: $20, Until 6:00 p.m.: $30
Full-Year Discount Rates:
Until 4:00 p.m. for the year: $2,000, Until 5:00 p.m. for the year: $2,500, Until 6:00 p.m. for the year: $3,000
Timely payments are required to qualify for the full-year discount rates. These rates are per family—they are the same
regardless of the number of children a family has enrolled in the program.

Foundations & Music Conservatory
Registration Form
Foundations Courses: $250 for the first course and $200 for each additional course. If enrolled full-time in
the After-School Program, $220 for the first course and $180 for each additional course.
Student(s) Information
Name(s)/Grade(s):
Name(s)/Grade(s):
Phone number:
E-mail of parent/guardian:
Emergency contact/phone:

I wish to enroll my child(ren) in the following FOUNDATIONS COURSES:
COURSE:
DAY/TIME:

FEE:

COURSE:
DAY/TIME:

FEE:

COURSE:
DAY/TIME:

FEE:

I wish to enroll my child(ren) in the GARDEN SCHOOL MUSIC
CONSERVATORY:
Instrument:
Preferred day:

FEE:

Instrument:
Preferred day:

FEE:

Do not complete below this line. For office use only.
***************************************************************************************************************************************

Total Payment Enclosed $________________
Cash/Check/Credit Card (circle one)

Parent Teacher Association
By:

Maria D'Amore, PTA Vice-President

Dear Garden Parents & Faculty,

SECOND ANNOUNCEMENT!

The Garden School PTA needs your help! Garden School is filled with such beautiful diversity... What better way to
celebrate that diversity than with our very own cookbook!

"The Many Flavors of Garden"
The cookbook will be available for sale by mid-November - but we need you to make it
happen! We are requesting a family recipe from each Garden Family/Faculty member! It can
be an appetizer, entree or dessert...
Please submit your family favorite, along with your child's name/grade & country of origin.
Recipe is preferred via email, but please feel free to send in a written recipe with your child!
Help us make this happen! Please send us your recipe today!
Questions? Ask! Thank you for your continued support!
All parents and teachers are invited to participate in PTA events. Members in good standing (those who have paid their
dues) may vote. Dues of $50 may be paid directly to the Garden School PTA or added to your tuition bill.
Our PTA 2016117 meeting dates are: Tuesday, October 13th, Tuesday, January 24th, Tuesday, April 25th, PTA 2017-'18
Elections May 24th. All meetings are at 8:30 AM in the Library.
For 2016-20i7, we need help with these events: Spring Book Fair, Chair/Co-Chairs, Holiday Gift Boutique Decorators,
Wrappers, Personal Shoppers, Movie Night Chair/Co-Chairs and the Walkathon Chair/Co-Chairs.
We are very grateful to our Class Representatives this year! Thank you for your help!
 12th Grade
Bruce Campbell & Christine Chudnovsky
 11th Grade
Mary Petruso
 10th Grade
Emily Ades & Rachel Gladstein
 9th
No class rep (please volunteer!)
 8th
Yelena Shalamov & Nat Warren
 7th
Monita Pichardo & Hazel Roseboro
 6th Grade
Scott Kahn and Maria D'Amore
 5th
Lynda Welburn & Nicole Sharpe
 4th
Blair Papagni
 3rd
Dawn Dalia
 2nd
Nicole Adams
 1st Grade
Clara Solomon and Maria D'Amore

Kindergarten Paola Quezada De Castro
 PK3/4
Phil Syers
 Nursery
Shama Saqi & Amanda Croushore
We thank you for your past and continued support. We welcome your input. We look forward to a spectacular year.
Contact us with questions and to volunteer your time, vision and talent. Email: pta@gardenschool.org

Nursery Health
By:

Carmela Knopf (Nursery Teacher)

Nursery loves to be healthy! This week, we learned about what snacks are healthy to eat. During our cooking class, we
made strawberry-banana smoothies. They were delicious! The children all had smoothie mustaches! We read Germs
Are Not For Sharing by Elizabeth Verdick to reinforce our lesson. Remember, our school policy is, children need to be
fever-free for 24 hours before returning to class. So, please remind children to cough and sneeze into their elbows and
to wash their hands. We want to thank the parents for keeping their sick children
home.

Pre-K and Kindergarten Physical Education
By:

Flance Dervishi (PE Teacher, Athletic Program, Director)

Pre-K and Kindergarten have started the year with a positive attitude towards gym
class. We have introduced every student in the class and assigned them their exercise
spots on the gym floor.
The first week, we worked on Physical Education class rules i.e. big spaces, wall line, bleacher line, door line, stage line
and circling up. The kids have been doing a fantastic job in class with following directions and having fun. We start our
class with a warm up tag game to get their blood flowing and go into different types of stretches. On Fridays, we treat
the kids to a game where they have to work together to complete a mission.
We started with a unit on learning how to balance bean bags on different parts of our body's while walking on the floor
lines of the gym. This week, we moved on to soccer unit, learning different ways of passing the ball, trapping the ball,
dribbling the ball, and shooting at goal. We also played "red light green light" with soccer balls. It has been a great start
to the year and we hope to keep this up for the rest of the year.

Grade 1, 2 and 3 Fine Arts - Art
By:

Tiina Prio(Art Teacher, Fine Arts Department, Dean)

The First, Second and Third grade artists are busy creating their Alebrijes sculptures for Hispanic
Heritage Month. Construction took place using a number of materials such as Styrofoam, rolled
up newspaper, wood, glue and tape. The cover material is Celluclay and the paint used is
tempera and acrylic.
Learning about the sea turtle inspired the First and Second grade artists to construct their own
sea turtle. On the SMARTboard, they viewed a sea turtle nest hatching and became so excited to
see them climbing out of the nest and racing to the ocean. They also viewed an educational
video about the sea turtle before beginning construction. The Alebrijes are being covered with
Celluclay and them painted with tempera paint and finished with Acrylic paint designs. They are
sure to find a place of honor at home!
The Third grade artists are constructing a horse that will take on a life of its own when they
begin adding their personality to the Alebrije. This was constructed using popsicle sticks, rolled
up newspaper and lots of patience. They are learning about the laws of nature as they use a bunched up newspaper to
‘prop’ up their sculpture while the Celluclay dries. They need to use their balancing skills to make sure their horse dries
just like they want it. I can’t wait to see their happy faces when their sculpture actually stands on its own!

Grade 1, 2 and 3 Fine Arts - Music
By:

Tom Heineman (Music Teacher)

First, Second and Third Grade students have been singing many new songs, such
as ‘Toyland,’ ‘Golden Slumbers,’ and ‘Aiken Drum.’ They created their own verses
for ‘Aiken Drum’ based around words and phrases that were three syllables long; it was a good exercise to help enhance
their understanding of the rhythm inherent in songs and phrases. Students discussed the purpose of a lullaby, how they
should be sung, and performed ‘Brahms’ Lullaby,’ a song written for a friend of the composer who had just had a child.
A challenging song which students have just undertaken is the Salter/MacDonald tune ‘Where is the Love.’ It was
originally performed by Roberta Flack and Donny Hathaway; classes are split in half to sing the opening as a duet.
Recent movement activities have centered around recognition of different musical patterns played on guitar or
identifying small percussion instruments by sound. Students adjust their motions accordingly depending on what they
hear; movements include jumping, hoping, skipping, jumping jacks, and dancing.

Grade 4, 5 Math
By:

Michelle Sclafani (Math/Science Teacher)

This week with both Math 4 and 5, we reviewed the topics from the previous weeks to make sure the students had a
strong grasp of those topics.
Fourth Grade Math had the opportunity to start learning about counting money and making change. Dealing with a form
of money is something people face every day in their lives. Having a strong foundation with counting money from
pennies to hundred dollar bills, and being able to make change will help the students develop a strong foundation for
everyday life and personal development.
Fifth Grade Math learned the importance of place values and the correct way of rounding with a decimal. It is important
that students understand this topic in its entirety because when they move on to classes such as Algebra, Pre-Calculus,
Physics, etc. decimals are certain to be a factor!
Looking forward to the upcoming weeks, the students will start to work with problem solving and critical thinking
problems. These problems will promote challenges that will elicit creative and critical thinking.

Grade 7 and 8 Language Arts
By:

Nancy Massand (English Teacher, Middle School Dean)

English 7 is immersed in the comedy of Mark Twain as we read The Adventures of Tom
Sawyer. Discussions center on Twain’s satire of American life back in the early 1800’s
and its relevance to contemporary issues. We giggled through the light-hearted love
scenes with Tom and Becky, but the plot quickly turned dark as Tom witnessed a
murder and wrestled with the dilemma of whether or not to testify. In keeping with
Garden School’s emphasis on shaping character, we examine our own moral compasses in the choices we face today.
Students are also writing, beginning with expository theme essays and progressing to more open-ended formats,
including satires of their own. We will culminate with a drama project in which students will team up with classmates to
write and produce scenes from the novel to perform for the lower grades.

English 8 is reading Alan Paton’s Cry, the Beloved Country while studying the
history of Apartheid in South Africa in their Area Studies course. In this crossdiscipline approach, we see the way history shapes the literature of an era. We
also make thematic connections to Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird, which
they read over the summer. Students are writing papers on the metaphors and
themes in Cry, the Beloved Country as well as reading one of Paton’s published
editorial articles and looking for connections in his fiction.
The English and Area Studies classes will collaborate on small group newspaper productions that reflect the current
events of the Apartheid era in South Africa. Also, in keeping with Garden School’s mission to recognize each student’s
individual identity, English 8 will present projects giving students choices in their modes of expression, including dance,
drama, music or art as well as writing, to present a perspective on this important work of literature.

Grade 9 World Languages
By:

Agustín Melara (Chair, World Languages Department)
One of the main objectives in Spanish II this year is that our students improve their ability to communicate through the
proper use of grammatical tenses. Thus, we began the new academic year with a thorough review of regular and
irregular verbs in the present tense as well as in the preterit tense. While the present tense allows students to express
their thoughts, ideas, and actions as they are happening, the preterit tense is used exclusively to talk about events that
were completed in the past. To measure their level of understanding, students have been quizzed on these two
important tenses and will take a full-period exam upon completing the first chapter next week.

Grade 10 World Languages
By:

Gabriel Gomis (French Teacher)

Last week, French III practiced their oral skills using the upcoming presidential election as a pretext. They all expressed
their views on each candidate discussing their qualities and defaults using the adjectives learned in class such as
"Indifférent", "xenephobe", "indifferent", "aimable" . We also reviewed the "passé composé", the most common past
tense in French. They orally practiced the "passé composé" by talking about their past events such as last summer, or
the past weekend. We also watched " Le Chef", a 2012 French comedy that exposes the vicissitudes of life through the
main character, Michael Youn, a French cook, critic, and painter at one time.

Grade 12 Science Physics
By:

Michelle Sclafani (Math/Science Teacher)

Students this week were able to jump into Physics full force! We covered topics such as speed, distance, velocity,
acceleration, and free fall. Going forward, we will be moving at the same pace and taking on Newton’s Laws with more
hands on experiences. Throughout the class, the students are held to high expectations for their class materials, which
will maximize their experience and knowledge preparing them to move on to college.

High School Science - Forensic Science
By:

John Hale (Sience Teacher)

The Forensic Science class is currently investigating hair and fibers as physical evidence. Using microscopes, they are
looking at a hair's cuticle, cortex, and medulla to figure out what animal species various hair comes from, and they will
learn how to categorize human hair into different races. Once the students finish their investigation of hair, they will
then work on identifying natural and synthetic fibers and how to use this forensic evidence in helping police and lawyers
solve crimes.

