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Thoughts for the Week 
By  Richard Marotta, Ph.D., Headmaster  

Some of you may know that my office has been renovated to bring it into the twenty 

first century. Part of this process involved my having to go through and reorganize 

papers and files. During this clean-up, I came across an old article that I had saved about 

the history of progressive education and how that movement has affected mainstream 

education over the past century. 

Some of the impetus for the progressive movement came from John Dewey, American 

philosophy and educator, some from Maria Montessori and some from the nineteenth 

century Swiss educator, PestalozziΦ !ƴŘ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ CǊŜǳŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ 

psychology opened a new pathway into understanding the mind of the child and how to relate that mind 

with its characteristic patterns of development to the educational system. 

Lƴ ά¢ƘŜ ²ŀƭŘŜƴ {ǘƻǊȅέΣ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΣ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ŀƴƻƴȅƳƻǳǎΣ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŀ ǎŀƭƛŜƴǘ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜΦ 

The author writes: 

   Once you concede that the child is not merely a lump of clay to be molded 

  tƻ ǘƘŜ ŀŘǳƭǘΩǎ Ŧŀƴcy the object of education undergoes a radical change. Instead 

  of trying to fashion a child in your own adult image the object becomes one of  

bringing forward this inner life of the child and redirecting it into social and creative channels. 

 

Some of these ideas reflect our own mission at Garden School, in which we also attempt to bring "forward 

ǘƘŜ ƛƴƴŜǊ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘέ by encouraging anŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ŜŀŎƘ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǎŜƭf and awareness. Fostering 

self-worth touches upon the idea of the inner life of the child through its understanding, and cultivating 

those qualities that make that child unique. While we all share common characteristics, we also assert 

individual characteristics that make us who we are in our own minds as well as in the view of our culture. 

¢ƻǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǊ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ƭƛŦŜΥ ά¢ƘŜ 

modern school by its very premises is a safeguard of the characteristics of initiative, skepticism, and search 

ŦƻǊ ǘǊǳǘƘΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ǎǇŜŀƪǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ 

each of our students. Recognizing the truth, distinguishing it from falsehood, cultivating within our minds 

and within our society, all depend on our ability to think critically about issues and ideas. To me, this is one 

of the most important and necessary aspects of our program.   

Critical thinking holds the key to personal success and growth and sustains our culture and our democracy. 

It is more than a progressive idea; it is a cultural necessity. 



 
DATES TO REMEMBER:    
¶ Wednesday, March 1: 2017-2018 Financial Aid Applications Deadline! 
 All FA applications should be turned into the Business Office by this time. Please contact Ms.  Maisano at 
 mmaisano@gardenschool.org if you have any questions or need more time  
¶ Friday, May 12:  Talent Show 
¶ Friday, May 12:  International Night 
¶ Monday, May 15:  Honor Society Induction Ceremony 
¶ Tuesday, May 16:  Music Recital 
¶ Thursday, May 18:  Walk-A-Thon 
¶ Friday, May 19:  Caumsett State Park Trip & Sleepover for Grade 4 
¶ Friday, May 19:  Brooklyn Museum Trip for Grades 2 & 3 
¶ Monday, May 22:  Dance Recital 
¶ Tuesday, May 23:  PTA Elections 
¶ Tuesday, May, 23 & 
¶ Thursday, May 25:  SAT Exams for Grades 4 to 6 
¶ Thursday, May 25:  Senior Prom at The St. Regis 
¶ Monday, May 29:  School Closed for Memorial Day 
¶ Tuesday, May 30:  Senior Dinner 
¶ Wednesday, May 31:  Spring Fling Show 

 

March of Dimes  
Thank you so much for helping me raise over $1200! With 1 in 10 babies born prematurely in our 
country, the March of Dimes mission is more urgent than ever. Together, we are supporting the 
lifesaving research and programs that help more moms have healthy, full-ǘŜǊƳ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴŎƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ 
something we both can be proud of! 
 
Thanks again for giving more babies a chance at starting life stronger and healthier. I couldn't do it 
without you. 
 
Sincerely, 
Carmela Knopf 

 

Garden School Parent Association  

By:   Maria D'Amore (PTA Secretary)  
 
Dear Garden Parents,  

The Annual Garden School Walk -A-Thon is May 18th,  less than 2 weeks away! Please complete and return the 

permission forms  on the following pages and give your support to upgrading the look and environment of  Garden ! 

Please consider walking in and especially  volunteering  for this amazing fun -filled event! Even big ger & better than 

last year - we will need all the help we can get...  

Honor that special someone, note your family name or a dvertise your business ! Time is 

running out to place your info on this year's Walkathon t -shirt! Deadline is Monday!!! Questions? 

Please Ask! Please e-mail me back  or text me at 718-517-0769 with any questions or concerns -

or if you can volunteer!  

 

 

mailto:PTA@gardenschool.org


 
 

WALK WITH US ON MAY 18TH 

TO GIVE GARDEN A NEW FACEé 

                                             FROM TOP TO BOTTOM!!! 
 

 

Gardenõs tradition of walking a mile in our neighborhood for the 

improvement of our school continuesð with a full day of walking, fun, 

food and excitement!   Mark your calendars! 

 

On the agenda in our top to bottom facelift and improvements: 

¶ Upgrade and renovate the Cupola  

¶ Installation of New Energy Efficient Windows to lower costs 

¶ Installation of a New Environmentally-Friendly Water Filtration 

System - a Huge Benefit for our Children! 

¶ Installation of Recycle Bins to Further our Focus on the 

Environment 

Last yearõs Walkathon proceeds provided us with 

a brand new library.  Letõs keep that momentum going!! 

Walk with Garden and FOR Garden! 

 

This year's will be even bigger and better than Walkathon 2016... 



 

Garden School Walk -A-Thon  

Permission Slip & Payment Form  

PERMISSION & PAYMENT  (PRINT, COMPLETE AND SEND WITH PAYMENT)  
I,          , give my  child (ren)                               in grade(s)        , 

permission to participate in the  Walk -A-Thon  on Thursday, May 18th. 
 

Parent/Guardian  Signature          Date:   

So that your child can enjoy all the festivities & proudly wear a Garden T -Shirt, please enclose: 

¶ One Child: $40      {     } 

¶ Each Additional Child: $20     {     }  
 
ADDITIONAL PARTICIPATION OPPO RTUNITIES  
Please mark with an {x} those you will generously be providing!  

¶ Family Name on T-Shirt: $100     {     } 
 

Name on Shirt: __________________________________________________ 
 

¶ Business or Corporate Sponsorship: $250/$500/$1000    {     } 
 
Corporate Name on Shirt:        or email graphics to: PTA@GardenSchool.org 

 
Help the PTA defray costs by sponsoring a Walk -A-Thon activity ! (Your support will be recognized  
for sponsoring the blow -ups): 

1. Wacky 40 Foot Obstacle Course: $500    {     } 
2. Crayon Combo: $250    {     } 
3. Adrenaline Rush Obstacle Course: $500   {     } 
4. 5 Game Sports Arena: $500    {     } 
 

Garden Student Council PROJECT H2O -GO Water Bottle: $20    {    } Choose: Silver {     } Blue {     } 
    TOTAL EN CLOSED:  _____________    Thank you for your support!!! 

Please attach/enclose cash/check made out to: GARDEN SCHOOL PTA . 
 

Support Garden Student Council's PROJECT H2O -GO! 
 

PROBLEM: Every day at Garden School, too many plastic bottles are used 
and thrown a way, trashing our environment for hundreds of years.  
 
SOLUTION: Reusable bottles and Hydration Stations installed at Garden 
School!   Help us make this a reality by buying a Garden School 
Water Bottle! These double-insulated thermal bottles will keep liqui ds hot or 
cold for up to 12 hours! The screw tops will ensure NO MESSY LEAKS! 
The Hydration Stations will be installed to both filter and refrigerate water to 
fill the reusable bottles again and again! 

mailto:PTA@GardenSchool.org


 

College Guidance  
By:  Lisa Sohmer, Director of College Counseling 

Congratulations to the Class of 2017 on your college 

acceptances. All of us at Garden School are proud of you. 

 

 

Class of 2017 College Acceptances 
 

Bard College 

Barnard College 

Baruch College * 

Becker College 

Bethesda Christian University * 

Binghamton University * 

Boston College 

Brandeis University *  

Brooklyn College 

Brown University * 

Bryn Mawr College 

Cal State Fullerton 

City College *  

City Tech College 

College of Charleston 

College of Staten Island 

George Washington University 

Hobart & William Smith Colleges 

Hofstra University 

Hofstra University ï Honors 

Hunter College 

Ithaca College 

John Jay College 

La Guardia CC 

Lehman College 

Macaulay Honors College ï City * 

Marist College 

Mt. Holyoke College 

New York Institute of Technology 

Northeastern University 

Oberlin College 

Penn State University ï Abington * 

Queens College *  

Queensboro CC * 

Rosemont College 

Rutgers University 

Sarah Lawrence College 

Smith College 

Springfield College 

St. Johnôs University *  

Stony Brook University * 

SUNY Canton * 

SUNY New Paltz *  

SUNY Oswego 

Syracuse University 

Temple University 

The College of New Jersey 

The New School 

University at Albany 

University of Central Florida 

University of Connecticut - Honors 

University of Massachusetts - Amherst 

University of Rhode Island * 

University of Rochester * 

Villanova University 

  

   * denotes enrollment 

 



 

 



 

Garden Spring Athletics Schedules 
 
 

Garden School Boys Varsity Baseball 2017 
Boys Varsity are in the Playoffs! 

PLAYOFF Opponent Day Date Time Location 

BWL Mon 5/8 4:00 Randall's Island 20 

Show up and support Griffin Baseball! 
Or, watch the cast here: 5/8/17 Garden School at Brooklyn Friends School   

 

Garden School Varsity Tennis Schedule 2017 

Day  Date  Opponent  Location  Time  

Wed  5/17  FASNY USTA 4:00  

Mon  5/22  York Prep  USTA 4:00  

Mon 5/ 19/font>  ISAL ñPost Season ALL-DAY Tournamentò USTA 10AM -5PM 

 

 

 

 

 

Pre-K For All Science  
By:  Mrs. Rodriguez & Ms. Cevallos (PKFA Teachers Room 5) 
5ǳǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƻŦ aŀȅ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ άtƭŀƴǘǎέΦ Lƴ this unit, children are able to develop a 

concept and awareness of what plants need to grow. Throughout the unit children will identify seeds, roots, stems, 

leaves, flowers, and fruit. They will plant seeds and observe as they start growing. Children will learn that plants are 

living things that need sun, water, air, and nutrients to grow.  

  

Finally, they will learn how much we depend upon plants by categorizing common plant products found in our 

community and in their homes. 

 

 

Early Childhood World Language, Mandarin  
By:  Kelly Jie (Mandarin Teacher)  

In this unit, early childhood children will gain the ability to recognize multiple 

types of foods and drinks through pictures and use this vocabulary in 

expressions of identification, description, and general communication, such 

as personal preference of choice of foods and drinks. Initially, students will 

interpret and react to pictures and stories. Then, students will interact with 

their teacher and classmates by identifying foods, asking for a variety of 

foods and drinks, and describing the foods. At the end the unit, children will 

be able to describe what they love to eats and drinks in Chinese. 

http://data.iscorecentral.com/iscorecast/baseball/scorecast.html?g=89069f1c-cd9a-1202-b8ea-f25d8082b6a8&dg=m2a2un5n2r34x27escvfcnw8a6nuf5xdamv8z7buv6mcfymm


 

Grades 1 Social Studies 

By:  Kristen Ahfelht (First Grade Teacher)  

In social  studies this year, the first graders have covered topics such as rules, leaders, history of our government, 

symbols of our country, cultures and celebrations. 

This week, we went to the Brooklyn Museum with Mrs. Prio,  where our students were inspired and excited to learn 

about history and art beyond the walls of our classroom! The children were able to experience life in the 1800's through 

the  Schenck House exhibit.  They questioned what children would play or watch without television or video games in 

those times.  They also made connections through paintings and sculptures. Among the larger than life historical people 

were George Washington and Robert Fulton.( An interesting fact I connected to Robert Fulton's Statue  was that Fulton 

Street in Manhattan was named after this ferry boat engineer.) 

The children asked thoughtful questions and learned so much about the history of our city. The whole trip was a 

wonderfully engaging and impacting experience for us all! 



 

Grades 2 Social Studies  

By:  Paula James (Second Grade Teacher, Grades 1-3, Dean )  

The second grade students have been working on map skills in their Social Studies 

classes. We know that the ability to "picture the locations of objects, their shape, and 

their relationship to other objects" is a valuable skill. "Maps help children figure out 

their place in the world". 

The students connected their Language Arts project, of composing an original fairy tale 

(that is being printed in a book), with mapping. Each child was asked to create a map of 

the fairy tale land from their story. The maps had to include a compass rose, a scale, 

and at least one land feature. The students were also given a task to select a character 

from their story, and give that character directions to get to a specific location on the 

map. Many students decided to have their main character escape from a villain that 

was chasing them. It was great to see their enthusiasm as the made a path for a great escape. 

Once the maps and directions were completed, the students then put all the direction pages together, and were 

challenged to figure out which directions went with which map. We used distances and land features to match them up. 

Next, we worked together to test the directions and see if they would get us to our destination. It was a success! The 

students were very creative with their directions and enjoyed the challenge of testing the accuracy of the maps. Please 

stop by and check out our creations in room five and on the bulletin board right outside the room! 

Grades 3 Social Studies  

By:  Joanne Vogel (Reading Specialist for Grades 1-3)  

DǊŀŘŜ ¢ƘǊŜŜ Ƙŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ŀƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ŦƛŎǘƛƻƴ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά.ƻƻƳ ¢ƻǿƴέ ōȅ {ƻƴƛŀ [ŜǾƛǘƛƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ 

been discussing the fictional character, Amanda, who changed the life of her family and helped a new town to expand 

with her ideas! ²ƘƛƭŜ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ DƻƭŘ wǳǎƘ ŜǊŀΣ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ōǊŀƛƴǎǘƻǊƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǘǘƭŜǊǎΩ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ 

characteristics of perseverance, determination, ingenuity, and self-ǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅΦ  !ƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

Jackson Heights community, with compare and contrast discussions. 

 

Looking into the past, through stories, sepia pictures, and personal family anecdotes opens the world to our children, 

with opportunities for self-reflection and seeds for character development.  Spend some time looking through family 

albums and mementos with your child.  Describe personal family triumphs and misfortunes, and lessons learned as a 

means of societal and individual growth. 

 

Grades 4-6 Physical Education  
By:  Flance Dervishi (Athletics Program, Director)  

Fourth and fifth grade has begun a new unit of basketball. This version of basketball is slightly modified compared to the 

sixth grade basketball unit. As always, fourth and fifth grade start off class with a proper stretch and tag game. Students 

are  learning proper offensive coverage along with defensive strategy. This may be the last unit for these two classes.  

Sixth grade class also started a new unit of basketball. Advancing off fourth and fifth grade basketball, the sixth grade is 

playing full court basketball games. They are learning about all the different techniques and skills for how to play 

basketball; types of passes, how to strategize moves, shooting methods and how to get past defenders. Garden sixth 


