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Thoughts for the Week
By Richard Marotta, Ph.D., Headmaster
Throughout the course of this school year, Garden School has implemented a Character
Education Program as a part of daily school life. The four values that guided the Program
were kindness, honesty, inclusion and independence. Together these values help to guide
a personal and social attitude, to shape our community's environment, and to better
define this community culture. The strength of these values support our community as
we work together harmoniously and successfully.
The closing value for the year, which embodies the others as well, is independence. For us
at Garden, independence remains a central part of daily school life. Institutionally, as an
independent school, our very reason for being, and indeed our success, is based on our
ability to express our educational beliefs separate from bureaucratic interference, and
demonstrating the effectiveness of these beliefs through our program, our work with the
students each day, and ultimately in producing graduates with the capacity to be successful and productive in our
twenty-first century world. Likewise, our purpose as educators (and parents!) is to encourage age-appropriate
independence as our students are supported in the process of assuming greater amounts of responsibility for their
own education and achievements.
We also recognize that developing independence means recognizing the value of both the individual and the group;
the partnerships that are formed within the groups enhance our community and enrich our individual experience. I
believe it is these partnerships which make Garden School so effective as a learning institution. We encourage
independence in our activities (teams, clubs, etc.), in our curriculum (open and critical expression of ideas), and in our
mission (as we empower our students to succeed in our world).
Now is the time to reflect on the core values that we explored throughout the year. Kindness is part of our daily lives
in school on all levels: as individuals, as community members, and as citizens of the world. It governs the way in which
we interact with others and with the community around us. Honesty is essential to our intellectual and personal
wellbeing. As mentioned before, honesty runs the gamut from academic honesty, to social honesty and to personal
self-reflective honesty. It is crucial that we are honest with ourselves, and not assign our responsibility to others,
either out of fear or pain. Honest self-reflection, while sometimes uncomfortable, makes us stronger in recognizing
the truth of our lives. Independence takes the lead in helping us develop our inner strength so that we can function
both on our own, and with the confidence to function with others. Independence leads directly to inclusion, honesty
and kindness, which, at its optimum, allows us to accept and genuinely collaborate and cooperate with others. These
values hold a prescription for daily and life success.
As we move toward the end of the school year, we keep these values in mind and in our hearts. Living them each day
allows us to create the community and the world in which we want to live and fulfill our mission.

Summer Camp Registration Now Open!

Summer Registration

DATES TO REMEMBER:













Thursday, May 19 : Music Recital in the Library – All Welcome
Monday, May 23 : Dance Recital in the Gym @ 4PM
Thursday, May 26 : Senior Prom at The St. Regis
Friday, May 27 : Senior Breakfast
Monday, May 30 : School Closed for Memorial Day
Tuesday, May 31 : Senior Dinner
Thursday, June 2: Lower Division "Spring Fling" Theater Production
Monday, June 6 – Friday, June 10 : Upper Division Final Exams Click for Exam Schedule
Tuesday, June 7 : Lower Division Talent Show
Friday, June 10: Moving Up Ceremonies – Kindergarten (9AM) and Grade 6 (10:30AM)
Friday, June 10: NOON Dismissal - No Afterschool Program
Tuesday, June 14: Class of 2016 Commencement @ 7PM

College Counseling
By: Lisa Sohmer (Director of College Counseling, Upper Division Coordinator)
Colleges love New York area graduates so they make a conscious effort to think and act
local when it comes to attracting (and enrolling) students from the NY metropolitan
area.
On Tuesday, I attended a reception hosted by ROAM NY, a group of regional admissions
officers living and working in New York City. Along with 40 or more Counselors from schools throughout the five
boroughs, I had the opportunity to speak with representatives from Lafayette College, Utica College, the University of
Rochester, University College of Dublin, Purdue University, University of Chicago, Lewis and Clark College, University of
Arizona and Mount St. Mary's College.
Events like these provide a chance for me to learn more about colleges and also create an opportunity for me to talk
about Garden School and the students who make it so special.

Dear Garden Families,
We could not have asked for a more perfect day for the Annual Garden School Walk-AThon! Filled with sunshine, food, fun & nothing but smiles!
We would just like to thank all of the wonderful volunteers that took time out of their day
to make this beautiful day such a tremendous success. A very special thank you to Josh Cohen, father of
Maggie (3) & Dylan (5). He happily volunteered to cook delicious food for over 300 children, teachers &
volunteers. Saying 'Thank You' simply isn't enough... Please visit one of his fine establishments in Brooklyn
the next time you're heading out for dinner!
http://www.anellabrooklyn.com/
Jimmys
http://www.lilianewyork.com/about/
Lucha Lucha
Jimmy's Diner
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Charity Soccer Match
Teachers and Parents vs. Students

For Ecuador Earthquake Relief
Friday May 20th

Gym at 3pm

Pretzels And Soda for
Sale

$3 Admission

All proceeds go to Ecuador
through the Ecuadorian Consulate
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Garden School Pre-K For All Program
By: Jessica Caicedo-Marino (PKFA Teacher)
For the month of May, the Thematic Unit is Water. During the course of this unit, the
children are addressing several mathematical skills such as counting, cardinality, and
patterning.
During Center Time activities, the children have been playing the game "Fish for a Number"
which focuses on counting and cardinality. The children are given a small fishing pole with a
magnetic end and a set of dot cards. The children choose a card from the set and count the
number of dots on the card. Then the children have to fish for that number.
In regards to identifying and creating patterns, the children created their own “water
patterns” by using construction paper raindrops and snowflakes. Some children created
simple patterns while others created more complex patterns.

Early Childhood
Nursery - Language Arts
By: Carmella Knopf (Nursery Teacher)
The Nursery is excited to announce the completion of learning their alphabet!
For every letter, we read a story book from the series by Jane Belk Moncure,
picture books, painted with stencils, made stick puppets and used the smart
board. As reinforcement, we colored a worksheet to take home every day. On
the smart board, we used an interactive program with photos that developed
letter-sound recognition and learned a chant for every letter. We also listened
to many songs to help reinforce our alphabet.
In our classroom, we added a piece of clothing to our clothesline upon completing every letter. Look how full our
clothesline has gotten!

Pre-Kindergarten - Language Arts
By: Eileen Reyes (Pre-K Teacher, Dean of Early Childhood)
Reading has been an important part of the Pre-K curriculum since September. The goal has
always been to foster a love of reading. Fiction and nonfiction books are read each day to
introduce, support, and follow up areas of study. Sometimes books are read just for fun.
Reading to a child is the first step in encouraging a love of books. Students interact with a
variety of games, songs, and writing daily which are helpful steps in learning to read.
One of the end of year areas of study is the life cycle of a butterfly. Many books have been read on this topic and
children learn information by reading both fiction and nonfiction books. This theme is developed throughout each book
and reinforced with diagrams, patterns, and informative illustrations. Once There Was a Caterpillar by Judith Anderson
and Mike Gordon, Butterfly by Susan Canizares, National Geographic Kids Butterflies by Marfe Ferguson Delano, and The
Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle are some of the books we have read.
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Kindergarten - Language Arts
By: Kristen Ahlfeld (Kindergarten Teacher)
The kindergarteners had an exciting field trip to the Metropolitan Museum of Art.
The students took a guided tour of the museum incorporating topics that we have
been learning in class. They took an in-depth look at sculptures of animals, masks and
other works of art. The children enjoyed sketching and dramatizing positions of
different sculptures. We then studied various paintings including Vincent van Gogh's
works. The children discussed the objects in the art, how the artist interpreted the
subjects and the style of brush strokes . The class then went to the museum's studio
workshop where they created their own sculptures using molding wax and various
materials in their artworks.
The children expanded their language and creative expression, while learning new
vocabulary and having a wonderful cultural experience in New York City. It was an
excellent experience for us all.

Elementary
First to Third Grade - Science
By: Pinki Majumdar - (Interim Science Teacher)
Fun in Different Weather: This week in First Grade, we finished chapter 6 of Land Water and Air, where we learned
about the various natural resources and how we use them and ways we can reduce the misuse by 3 R’s of reduce, reuse
and recycle. The students showed understanding of ways to prevent the misuse of water in our everyday life.
We started our new unit on Weather. We are learning the various tools used to measure weather. We started with
temperature and its tool of measurement, the thermometer. Students showed keen interest in reading and marking the
temperature on a calibrated thermometer. They polished their math skills as well by counting on the number line and by
skip counting by 2s. We also made a thermometer by paper cutout.
We will continue working on this unit and the students will make a pin wheel, a parachute and different forms of clouds
which help in the prediction of weather.
Caring for our Planet Earth: Pollution is one of the most important environmental, social and health issues in the
world. The world still lacks global unity needed to solve the pollution issue.
This week, second grade got a chance to stop and think about this important issue and take some steps to make a
beautiful place. Students were able to justify that the pollution issue is important because the Earth is still our only
home, and pollution is making this planet dirty and unhealthy. They also studied the consequences of pollution which
result in many diseases and causes death of many people all across the globe. They learned about the 3Rs – Recycle,
reduce and reuse and pledged to stand for the Earth and save our natural resources. They also learned in detail the
cause and effects of deforestation closely affecting the biomes of Earth. The unit was completed by taking up a survey of
the right ways to protect Earth.
Next week, they will learn about Earth’s weather and seasons, where they will understand the pattern in the weather
and how weather changes from season to season. They will study the water cycle and the cycle of seasons.
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Using Natural Resources Responsibly: Third Grade completed chapter 8 and it was a great experience exploring layers
of Earth, the slow and fast changes of Earth and the forces that change the earth’s surface. We summarized the lesson
by taking a small walk to our backyard to see how wind and water weathering and erosion took place.
“You are walking through a lush green forest, a soft cushion of needles keep your footstep silent. You smell the trees
hear the chipmunks and see the birds darting back and forth. But the trees may soon be cut down for lumber and paper.
Can we keep our forest and still have the products we need?"
With this thought we started our next unit of natural resources, where they studied renewable and nonrenewable
resources. They will continue to understand the importance of these natural resources to our everyday life and learn
ways to conserve soil and water.

Fourth Grade - World Languages - French
By: Gabriel Gomis (French Teacher)
French 4 have been learning the French adjectives. Through dialogues and individual presentation, they used their new
acquisition to describe friends, classmates, and family emphasizing on the moral and physical characteristics. They also
started to sing " A la Claire Fontaine", a traditional French song popular in Quebec, Canada where it is believed to be
originated as early as the XVI century during the first permanent French settlement.

Fifth Grade - World Languages - French
By: Gabriel Gomis (French Teacher)
French 5 studied the comparisons. They started with the comparison of superiority, and ended with the comparison of
equality. Using this new acquisition and the adjective learned previously, they are able to compare people , countries, or
things. They practiced their oral skills in comparing celebrities, sports, and things in general.

Sixth Grade - World Languages - French
By: Gabriel Gomis (French Teacher)
French 6 learned to differentiate between the two irregular verbs "connaître" and "savoir", in other words, to know
people or places, and to know how to do something. They practiced their oral skills using these irregular verbs. they also
studied the comparisons of superiority and equality. Using this new acquisition and the adjective learned previously,
they are able to compare people , countries, or things.
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Middle School
Grade 7 - History
By: Richard Kruczek (History Teacher)
The seventh grade is studying the Civil Rights movement. The students have
been engaged and analytical; the result has been mind blowing. As we
watched Dr. King's "Dream" speech of 28 August, 1963, I kept pausing it to ask
questions or comment. When I stopped it after Dr. King mentioned brutality
that was unwarranted, one of the kids asked, "Isn't that what's going on
now?" If a seventh grader can pick up on this, it's a fantastic reminder of the
degree of how far we've come since then. Or not.

Grade 8 History
By: Sarah Smith (History Teacher)
As the year comes to an end, we embark on our final unit of study, Latin America. In
order to fully understand this magnificent region, all students have examined the nations
and capitals of this area. In addition, each student selected magnificent physical features
like the Bolivian Salt Flats, Amazon Rain Forest, and Fuego Volcano. They researched,
created and presented PowerPoint presentations on their specific physical feature.
Next week, we will examine the incredible indigenous civilizations that are the foundation
for this rich region's history. Next, we dissect the impact of Spanish colonialism and the
colorful independence movement with great figures like Simon Bolivar.

High School
Grade 9 - Writing
By: Jim Pigman (English Teacher, English Department, Chair)
What is a friend? This week’s assignment is to write a profile of a best friend. One of the more personal topics for our
writers, the students are expected to describe the qualities, the physical appearance, an exemplary anecdote, and then
some future prediction about their relationship and how it might grow.
Sam already wrote in the pre-writing an excellent profile and anecdote of his best friend. How unforgettable that they
stood in line for ten hours to buy Supreme clothing! Such an adventure is easily seen as the basis of friendship and Sam’s
telling was direct, trim, and well-paced.

Grade 9 - Art History
By: Tiina Prio (Art Teacher, Art Department, Chair)
The ninth grade Renaissance Art class is finishing up their study of Michelangelo and Leonardo. All that is left to do is put
their booklets together. They have drawn images of the ceiling of Michelangelo’s Sistine Chapel and Leonardo’s Codex.
They have watched videos of the time period and been creative with their images. They have read and commented
extensively on the thinking, art and inventions of both Renaissance men.
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“ Renaissance man,” states Encyclopedia Britannica, “also called Universal Man,
Italian Uomo Universale , an ideal that developed in Renaissance Italy from the
notion expressed by one of its most accomplished representatives, Leon Battista
Alberti (1404–72), that “a man can do all things if he will.” The ideal embodied the
basic tenets of Renaissance Humanism, which considered man the centre of the
universe, limitless in his capacities for development, and led to the notion that
men should try to embrace all knowledge and develop their own capacities as fully
as possible.” It almost sounds like the Garden School Mission Statement.
The Ninth Grade Art students have enjoyed their time in the art room and have
gained an insight into a time long ago and far away, but one that still resonates in
our world today.

Grade 11 and 12 - Physical Education
Vonetta Trotter (PE Teacher)
Eleventh and Twelfth Graders have participated in indoor and outdoor activities. Such as pillow polo, ultimate Frisbee,
fitness, and modified games of bowling and tic tac toe. Pillow polo is a game similar to hockey; these are minute based
games with two teams trying to score as many goals a possible. The 11th Graders have enjoyed playing in the pillow polo
tournament games throughout the week. Our next unit will be outdoors on the field, as students begin learning how to
play ultimate Frisbee.
The 12th graders have improved on their fitness circuits and light weight
training. This week was filled with modified games, from bowling in the gym
to playing sprint tic tac toe in the field. The seniors have excelled in these fun
activities throughout the week.
In our bowling games, we placed balance beams as lanes with lightweight
bowling pins arranged at the end of the lane. Similar to an official bowling
game, each student is allowed to bowl the ball twice, unless a strike is made
at the first try. The game consists of 10 rounds for each team, the goal is for
students to combine accuracy and balance to knock down as many bowling
pins in each round.
Tic tac toe is a quick moving game. The objective is the same as the written
version of the game; first team to make a row of 3 wins. The only difference
is that the 3 by 3 diagram is made with 9 evenly spaced hula hoops. Students
then take turns to run toward the platform and place a bean bag at the
center of the hula hoops.
In the following weeks, we will continue incorporating fun coordination and critical thinking games.
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More information and download Summer Camp 2016 brochure here:
http://www.gardenschool.org/programs/summer/
Page 9 of 11

Garden School Summer Camp Registration
Student Name:
Grade in Sept. 2016: _____ School:
Parent Name(s):
Address:

Gender: ____ DOB:
T-Shirt Size:

Home Phone:
Cell Phone:
Email 1:
Email 2:
Parent 1' s Name & Business No: _________________
_
( ) ___
___
Contact person if Parents unavailable Name & Telephone No: ________________________________________
Parent 2's Name & Business No _________________

___

_

(

)

__

Circle your week of interest @ $600 per week:
Week 1 June 27
Week 2 July 4 (4 days)
Week 3 July 11
Week 4 July 18

Week 5 July 25
Week 6 August 1
Week 7 August 8
Week 8 August 15

Choose your program:

RATE

 Nursery (Ages 1.5 to 3) # of Days____
 Junior (Ages 3-4)
# of Days____
 Intermediate (Ages 5-6) # of Days____
 FAST Specialty (Ages 7 to 13)

AM/PM Full
AM/PM Full
AM/PM Full

$______
$______
$______

IMPORTANT: PLEASE CHOOSE AND CIRCLE YOUR SPECIALTY BELOW
Fine Arts Academics Sports
Technology
Second Child - Deduct 10%

Less Discount

$______

Total # of weeks: ____
x $600 =
$_____+
Add transportation option (circle one/two way below) x $125 per week
Round Trip Bus / One way Bus-AM or PM

$_____
TOTAL FEE:

= $______

_____
A non-refundable deposit of $600 secures a place for your child. The balance of the total summer fee must be
paid in full by May 27th,2016. Payment can be made by cash , check , MasterCard , Visa or American Express.
Parent Signature:
How did you hear about our Program?__________________________________
Scan/send to: campdirector@gardenschool.org Fax to: (718) 565-1169 Apply online: www.gardenschool.org/summer
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