Richard Marotta, Ph. D., Headmaster

Volume 94 Number: XXXIV

"Cultivating Success in Every Child"

Friday, April 28, 2017

Thoughts for the Week
By

Richard Marotta, Ph.D., Headmaster
As we move deeper into the spring, I can’t help but think how quickly this
semester has been unfolding. Spring brings so many activities to our school that
we often don’t realize how energetic the life of our school truly is. Our spring
activities peak with the Gala and then take us through the remainder of the
year’s event, filled with field trips, celebrations, and special occasions that
highlight the success richness of our academic program and the members of our
school community who have worked together, in many cases, for decades. to
turn a mission into the reality of graduates moving on into their respective
colleges.

Events such as the Senior Dinner and Yearbook Dance, the 5/6 th grade trip to Boston, the Lower Division
Spring Show, the Senior Prom, held at the St. Regis Hotel, and finally Graduation itself fill our days and
evenings with a celebration of our school and its community.
One always inspiring and enjoyable annual tradition is the Garden School Walkathon. Begun over twenty
years ago, the Walkathon takes our students, parents and faculty out into the neighborhood for a joyous
walk, celebrating our presence as a Jackson Heights institution for the past 94 years. Our contribution to this
community has been dramatic when one considers the thousands of students and their families who have
passed through our school.
Walking through our community, wearing our Garden School shirts, carrying our banners and being
escorted by members of our local precinct, speaks to the city about our dynamic presence and interaction
within this community. Our role transcends community as we educate our students for the global world;
however, our roots as an institution that grew out of and with our community run deep into our identity.
As we walk through our neighborhood, we reaffirm our presence as one of the premiere institutions that
has enriched, and has been enriched, by this community. Our identity corresponds with the mission of the
school and with the support given to us by our families. We are an extended community reaching back in
time to the first development of Jackson Heights and then to the world that our students have created
within the global community.

DATES TO REMEMBER:























Wednesday, March 1: 2017-2018 Financial Aid Applications Deadline!
All FA applications should be turned into the Business Office by this time. Please contact Ms. Maisano at
mmaisano@gardenschool.org if you have any questions or need more time
Monday, May 1: Teacher Appreciation Breakfast
Monday, May 1: Universal Reply Date WEAR YOUR COLLEGE SWAG DAY!
Tuesday, May 2: Senior Bake Sale RAFFLE DRAWING!
Wednesday, May 3: Rockets Boys for Grade 8
Wednesday, May 3-Friday, May 12: AP Exams for Upper Division
Thursday, May 4: Brooklyn Museum Trip for Grade 1
Friday, May 12: Talent Show
Friday, May 12: International Night
Monday, May 15: Honor Society Induction Ceremony
Tuesday, May 16: Music Recital
Thursday, May 18: Walk-A-Thon
Thursday, May 18: PTA Elections
Friday, May 19: Caumsett State Park Trip & Sleepover for Grade 4
Friday, May 19: Brooklyn Museum Trip for Grades 2 & 3
Monday, May 22: Dance Recital
Tuesday, May, 23 & Thursday, May 25: SAT Exams for Grades 4 to 6
Thursday, May 25: Senior Prom at The St. Regis
Monday, May 29: School Closed for Memorial Day
Tuesday, May 30: Senior Dinner
Wednesday, May 31: Spring Show

Support Mrs. Knopf Marching for March of Dimes
By:

LAST CHANCE! SUPPORT TODAY!

Carmela Knopf (Nursery Head Teacher)

It's that time of year again...I`m walking on Sunday, April 30th, for Babies and
raising money because I care about healthy babies and to honor, my daughter,
Cristina Rose, who was born at 30 weeks and is now doing great!
I know this cause is important to all of us and to you, too. Can you help me reach
my goal by making a donation to my walk? It`s easy, just click below to my
fundraising page. Your gift supports March of Dimes research and programs that
help moms have full-term pregnancies and babies begin healthy lives. And it`s used
to bring comfort and information to families with a baby in newborn intensive care.
You can make a secure donation with your credit card, or, if you prefer, cash or a
check dropped off at the Front Desk or to me in Nursery is fine, too. Thank you for
your support!

https://www.marchforbabies.org/Carmela1022

Garden School Parent Association
By:
Maria D'Amore (PTA Secretary)
Dear Garden Parents,
The Annual Garden School Walk-A-Thon is May 18th, is less than 4 weeks away! Please consider

volunteering for this amazing fun-filled event! Even bigger & better than last year - we will need
all the help we can get...
Please e-mail me back or text me at 718-517-0769 with any questions or concerns-or if you can
volunteer!
Thank you in advance!!!

WALK WITH US ON MAY 18TH
TO GIVE GARDEN A NEW FACE…
FROM TOP TO BOTTOM!!!

Garden’s tradition of walking a mile in our neighborhood for the
improvement of our school continues– with a full day of walking, fun,
food and excitement! Mark your calendars!
On the agenda in our top to bottom facelift and improvements:
 Upgrade and renovate the Cupola
 Installation of New Energy Efficient Windows to lower costs
 Installation of a New Environmentally-Friendly Water Filtration
System - a Huge Benefit for our Children!
 Installation of Recycle Bins to Further our Focus on the
Environment

Last year’s Walkathon proceeds provided us with
a brand new library. Let’s keep that momentum going!!
Walk with Garden and FOR Garden!

Garden School Walk-A-Thon
Permission Slip & Payment Form
PERMISSION & PAYMENT (PRINT, COMPLETE AND SEND WITH PAYMENT)
I,
, give my child(ren)
in grade(s)
permission to participate in the Walk-A-Thon on Thursday, May 18th.
Parent/Guardian Signature

,

Date:

So that your child can enjoy all the festivities & proudly wear a Garden T-Shirt, please enclose:



One Child: $40 { }
Each Additional Child: $20

{

}

ADDITIONAL PARTICIPATION OPPORTUNITIES
Please mark with an {x} those you will generously be providing!


Family Name on T-Shirt: $100

{

}

Name on Shirt: __________________________________________________


Business or Corporate Sponsorship: $250/$500/$1000

Corporate Name on Shirt:

{

}

or email graphics to: PTA@GardenSchool.org

Help the PTA defray costs by sponsoring a Walk-A-Thon activity! (Your support will be recognized
for sponsoring the blow-ups):
1. Wacky 40 Foot Obstacle Course: $500 { }
2. Crayon Combo: $250 { }
3. Adrenaline Rush Obstacle Course: $500 { }
4. 5 Game Sports Arena: $500 { }
Garden Student Council PROJECT H2O-GO Water Bottle: $20 { } Choose: Silver { } Blue { }
TOTAL ENCLOSED: _____________ Thank you for your support!!!
Please attach/enclose cash/check made out to: GARDEN SCHOOL PTA.

Support Garden Student Council's PROJECT H2O-GO!
PROBLEM: Every day at Garden School, too many plastic bottles are used
and thrown away, trashing our environment for hundreds of years.
SOLUTION: Reusable bottles and Hydration Stations installed at Garden
School!
Help us make this a reality by buying a Garden School
Water Bottle! These double-insulated thermal bottles will keep liquids hot or
cold for up to 12 hours! The screw tops will ensure NO MESSY LEAKS!
The Hydration Stations will be installed to both filter and refrigerate water to
fill the reusable bottles again and again!

College Guidance
By:

Lisa Sohmer, Director of College Counseling

Across the country, high school seniors are preparing to graduate and enroll in
college. The decisions about where they are going are due on May 1st — universal
reply date — and represent the end of the application process and the first step in
college matriculation.
At Garden, we will once again see 100% of our graduating seniors enrolling in
college this fall. Since 2015 (in conjunction with Michelle Obama’s Reach Higher
initiative) we have recognized College Signing Day by inviting the seniors to show
their new college pride by wearing their college tees to school.
Help them celebrate on May 1st by wearing your own college gear (tees,
sweatshirts, hats, etc.) to school! Let’s make it a school-wide event with teachers,
administrators and students in all grades taking part!

Garden School Student Internship Program
Dear Garden Parents:
You may have heard that, inspired by one of our 11th graders, Aneesh Didwania, a committee of students, staff, faculty,
trustees, and alumni, has been working to create a Student Internship Program for Garden School. This initiative is
designed to connect current Garden School High School Students in Grades 9 to 11 with alumni and current Garden
community members in order to provide internships and valuable work experiences over the summer months. The
program will act as a clearing house for vetted internships in a wide variety of industries such as medicine, arts, law,
non-profits, and politics to name a few. We expect this initiative will improve the preparedness of our high school
students for college and set them up for success in their chosen careers.
If you are interested in either offering an internship in your place of business, in having your currently enrolled
Garden high school student take advantage of one of the internship opportunities, or want to share an idea about
available internships, please send an email to internship@gardenschool.org with your name, email address, your
high school student's availability over the summer (dates and times) or your internship idea.
Please note, we do not guarantee internships. We are working with alumni, board members and Garden community
members so the supply depends on with what we are provided. However, internships can offer valuable experience and
are helpful on college and job applications.
If you believe that you know of someone that can provide a valuable internship for Garden Students, please reach out to
us and we will coordinate with that person. Please send us your questions and any ideas, suggestions, or responses by
05/12/17.
Thank you,
Student Internship Committee

Garden Spring Athletics Schedules
Garden School Boys Varsity Baseball 2017
Opponent

Day

Date

Time

Location

Churchill

Fri

4/28

4:00

RI #53

BWL

Mon

5/1

4:00

TBA

LREI

Tue

5/2

4:00

RI #53

BFS

Thur

5/4

4:00

Kaiser Park #1

North Meadow is located in Central Park (E 97 St & 5th Ave)
St. Michael’s Park is located on 68th St & 30th Ave Woodside
Red Hook Field is located on 155 Bay Street in Red Hook Brooklyn
Click here for location of away games *

Garden School Varsity Girls Softball 2017
Day

Date

Opponent

Location

Time

Fri

4/28

BRP

TBD

4:00

Mon

5/1

BRP

TBD

4:00

Tue

5/2

LREI

TBD

4:00

Thur

5/5

BFS

TBD

4:00

Kissena Park is located on Kissena Blvd & Booth Memorial Ave. in Flushing.
CP Great Lawn Fields are located in Central Park (E 79 St & 5th Ave)
Red Hook Field is located on 155 Bay St Red Hook Bklyn, NY 11231
Click here for location of away games *

Garden School Varsity Tennis Schedule 2017
Day

Date

Opponent

Location

Time

Mon

5/1

BWL

USTA

4:00

Wed

5/17

FASNY

USTA

4:00

Mon

5/22

York Prep

USTA

4:00

ISAL “Post Season ALLDAY Tournament”

USTA

10AM-5PM

Mon 5/19/font>

All matches will be played at Riverdale Courts .

Middle School Softball Schedule TBA

Pre-K For All Math
By:

Lauren Murray (PKFA Teacher)

During the month of April, students have learned why water is important and how it helps us.
The students have learned about how water can change and the effects of sink/float. Children
did a variety of science experiments in the classroom by making predictions and observing the
results. They were introduced to new vocabulary words including water cycle, freeze, evaporate
and absorb. Finishing up this unit, the students have looked at how and why water helps us.
They have read books, made charts and had shared conversations about water.

Nursery Science
By:

Carmella Knopf (Music Teacher)

Nursery has been having fun learning how to help our Earth. Some things we have discussed
include cleaning up garbage, recycling, turning lights off when not needed and planting trees
and flowers. We sorted and colored objects in plastic, glass and metal recycling bins to take
home and share, and made Earth Day hats to wear home. We also planted marigold and
zinnia seeds and now we're waiting for them to sprout!
On the smart board, we did an activity that involved cleaning and sorting plastic, metal and
glass objects to help the animals come out and enjoy their environment. Books we read
included, How Does A Seed Grow? by Sue Kim, Witzy's Colorful Garden by Nancy Parent, The
Carrot Seed by Ruth Krauss and The Tiny Seed by Eric Carle. It's never too early to start taking care of our Earth!

Pre-K Language Arts
By:

Eileen Reyes (Pre-K Teacher, Early Childhood, Dean)

Since September, the Pre-K has been learning the alphabet and the sounds that letters represent both individually and
in combination with other letters. For some, this meant learning letter recognition for the first time. For others, the
focus has been on blending letter sounds to form words. Introducing children to the joys of reading is one of the most
important things that can be done for them. One letter per week was devoted to, which enabled students to immerse in
language that targets the specific letter being studied. Introducing children to specific authors is another way to foster a
love of books and reading.
Eric Carle has been the focus the past couple of weeks. Many of the Eric Carle books reinforce the end of year lessons
being studied right now. These topics include: bugs and insects, plants and nature, springtime animals, and spring and
summer seasons. The children can make connections and ask questions after reading each book. The Very Hungry
Caterpillar, The Very Quiet Cricket, The Grouchy Ladybug, The Mixed Up Chameleon, and The Very Lonely Firefly are
some of the Eric Carle books that we have read so far.

Kindergarten Language Arts
By:

Lauren Yandow (Kindergarten Teacher)

This week was a very special week for us in Kindergarten! We had another opportunity to work with the international
students, where they taught us about what they are learning in their English class: emotions!
The international students been learning how to identify different emotions and have been exposed to more challenging
vocabulary and synonyms that they can learn to use to communicate expressively. They were interested in teaching the
Kindergarten students these new, big words and did so by displaying the words and correlating pictures on posters while
they interviewed the kindergartners about their own feelings and experiences.
Each Kindergarten student got a few minutes to sit with each international student while they were asked questions
about their knowledge of these feeling words, whether they have felt these feelings before, and what might make
someone feel a certain way. The kindergartners even had a chance to illustrate how they might look feeling frustrated,
joyful, serene, or fearful, just some examples of words that were used.

This is just one of the many times these two classes have had the chance to interact and work together and the
kindergarten students really enjoy being able to play with and learn from the older students. We look forward to
spending more time with the international students during our next collaborative lesson!

Grade 1-3 Science
By:

Michelle Sclafani (Science Teacher)

Beginning our studies of the Force and Motion unit, the students were able to relate how every day activities connect to
force, motion, speed, and work.
With an interactive assignment, First Grade focused on experimenting how applying a greater force, makes an object
travel a longer distance! Second grade focused on how simple machines help us do work, and five different simple
machines that we see and use every day. Third grade took their studies beyond and focused on specific simple machines
and applied their knowledge to several hands-on activities, including one involving inclined planes!
Through their studies the students connected activities around the house, in extra-curricular classes, as well as those in
school that all involved force and motion. Going into next week all grades will be wrapping up their studies of Force and
Motion with a fast-paced simple machine!

Grade 4 STEM Project
By:

Michelle Sclafani (Science Teacher)

This week, while the 5th and 6th grades were away, , the Fourth Grade participated in a project focused on STEM skills
through the Lego Robotics program! This program gave them the opportunity to connect science, technology,
engineering and mathematics into their daily lessons. The students broke into groups and worked carefully and diligently
to construct their robots that they then programmed to complete an obstacle course. Building and programming were
just a part of this program. The students learned how to work collaboratively and pay close attention to detail to help
them succeed.

The students then brought this project into the Mathematics classroom! With Geometry being the current topic for
Mathematics, the students used Legos to construct shapes that had a certain perimeter as well as area! The program
was a great success!

Grade 4 World Languages French
By:

Gabriel Gomis (French Teacher)

French 4 learned the irregular verb "aller" (to go). They can talk about their favorite places (plage, bibliothèque, musée,
cinéma...) using their new verb acquisition. In addition, we have had interactive speech sessions to help the students
develop their vocabulary.

Grade 5 World Languages French
By:

Gabriel Gomis (French Teacher)

French 5 completed the lesson on the present tense of -er verbs. They talked about activities they do or do not do using
the subject pronouns (je, tu, il/elle, vous, nous, ils/elles) and an _er verb through oral practices.

Grade 6 World Languages French
By:

Gabriel Gomis (French Teacher)

We completed the lesson the "passé composé" for both the helping verbs "avoir" and "être". The "passé composé" is
French's most common past tense. Through oral practice, students talked about past events using their newly acquired
tense. There will be a test next week on the "passé composé".

Grades 5 and 6 Trip to Boston
By:

Phil D'Anna (Grades 4,5,6 Social Studies, Dean of Grades 4-6)

In the 1770s, the British Empire tried to tighten its grip on its 13
Colonies by imposing a series of taxes. The Colonists felt that
taxation without representation was an unfair form of government
and, ultimately, this grave dissatisfaction amongst the settlers lead
to the American Revolution – and so begins the fifth and sixth grade
trip to Boston, Massachusetts.
The students eagerly awoke Monday morning to venture up to the
historic sites of many American Revolution events. During this threeday trip, the students visited Paul Revere’s house, saw where the
Boston Massacre took place, observed the battlefields at Lexington
and Concord, climbed the Bunker Hill Memorial (294 steps!), toured
the USS Constitution, and walked the Freedom Trail.
In addition to seeing sites that became the foundations of our nation, the fifth
and sixth graders were also able to visit the campus of Harvard University, the
Back Bay Area, Beacon Hill, and the Salem Witch Museum! They dined at
Boston’s busy Quincy Market, experienced Faneuil Hall, and listened to many
tall tales of witch hunts and haunted buildings. They even enjoyed an IMAX 3D
movie at the Boston Aquarium Theatre.
It was an action-packed trip that allowed students to boast their knowledge,
learn new information, and have firsthand experiences in a historically
significant city. It was an experience that will be talked about for weeks and
remembered for years to come!

Grades 7 and 8 English
By:

Nancy Massand (English Teacher, Middle School Dean)
The 7th and 8th grades have just finished reading A Midsummer Night's Dream in their English classes. We read the text
aloud and extended the experience with writing opportunities, research on the original Globe Theater, and Director's
Vision projects to design sets or cast characters.
We also had some fun creating "Shakesbook" pages for the various characters. It was amazing how seamless it was to
encase the entwining plots of the play into today's social media! We also compared two cinematic interpretations from
1935 and 1999 and noted differences in director's visions according to the culture of the times, generating some
provocative discussions on the changing casting issues in the movie industry and the styles of acting through the
decades. We compared the movies to the bard's original intent and imagined the way he might have played to his
audiences of his time.
Students and their families are encouraged to attend the Shakespeare in the Park production of A Midsummer Night's
Dream this summer in Central Park in July and August this summer.
Check out the photos of student projects, or just meander down to Room 28 to see them for yourselves!

Grade 9 Art
By:

Tiina Prio (Art Teacher, Fine Arts Department, Chair)
The Ninth grade Renaissance artists are finishing their study of the amazing
Leonardo Da Vinci. They are drawing four images that Leo was famous for and
utilizing their imagination in the background to make it their own. The infamous
Self-Portrait, a Skull, a Shouting Man and Vitruvian Man along with a cover for
their booklet are being created this quarter.
One of the most famous images, The Vitruvian Man, “demonstrates the blend
of mathematics and art during the Renaissance and demonstrates Leonardo's
deep understanding of proportion. In addition, this picture represents a
cornerstone of Leonardo's attempts to relate man to nature. Encyclopedia
Britannica online states that, "Leonardo envisaged the great picture chart of the

human body he had produced through his anatomical drawings and Vitruvian
Man as a cosmografia del minor mondo (cosmography of the microcosm). He
believed the workings of the human body to be an analogy for the workings
of the universe", according to Leonardodavinci.stanford.edu.
The Renaissance artists are getting close to finishing their pictures and
binding their books. Leonardo and Michelangelo would be proud of their
creativity, effort and skill. I am proud of this class as they have worked so
hard, been so creative and have produced a book they will cherish for years
to come!

Grade 11 and 12 Physical Education
By:

Flance Dervishi (PE Teacher, Director of Athletics)
The 11th and 12th grade PE classes are participating in a very competitive softball unit, playing inning-based games,
learning how to utilize exercise equipment, and performing core strengthening exercises.
Prior to our sports and fitness activities, students begin with a cardio warm up- some light jogging around the gym and
stretches. For the past week, we have worked on many different styles of core strengthening skills in one-minute
duration stations. Some of the exercise stations include jumping over hurdles, passing a weighted ball to a partner and
weight room workouts for some of the students. These quick rotating exercises have encouraged the class to challenge
their performances and, more importantly, have instilled a level of enjoyment for fitness. In the coming weeks, 11th and
12th grade will begin to learn healthy eating habits in relation to the food pyramid and practice strength training form
with a variety of light weights.

More information and registration forms are available online on Garden School's Summer Camp Page.
See Registration Form on next page. >>>

Garden School Summer Camp Registration
Student Name:
Grade in Sept. 2016:

Gender: ____

DOB:

School:

T-Shirt Size:

Parent Name(s):
Address:
Home Phone:

Cell Phone:

Email 1:

Email 2:

Circle your week of interest @ $600 per week:
Week 1 June 26
Week 2 July 3 (4 days)
Week 3 July 10
Week 4 July 17

Week 5 July 24
Week 6 July 31
Week 7 August 7
Week 8 August 14

Choose your program:

RATE

 Nursery (Ages 1.5 to 3) # of Days____ AM/PM Full
 Junior (Ages 3-4)
# of Days____ AM/PM Full
 Intermediate (Ages 5-6) # of Days____ AM/PM Full
 FAST Specialty (Ages 7 to 13)

$______
$______
$______

IMPORTANT: PLEASE CHOOSE AND CIRCLE YOUR SPECIALTY BELOW
Fine Arts Academics Sports
Technology
Second Child - Deduct 10% Less Discount

$______

Total # of weeks: ____
x $600 =
$_____+
Add transportation option (circle one/two way below) x $125 per week
Round Trip Bus / One way Bus-AM or PM
= $______
Mother' s Name & Business No: _________________

$_____
TOTAL FEE:
_

(

) ___

____

Contact person if Parents unavailable Name & Telephone No: ________________________________________
Father's Name & Business No _________________

___

_

(

) __

_____

A non-refundable deposit of $600 secures a place for your child. The balance of the total summer fee must be
paid in full by May 27th,2017. Payment can be made by cash , check , MasterCard , Visa or American Express.
Parent Signature:
How did you hear about our Program?__________________________________
Scan/send to: campdirector@gardenschool.org Fax to: (718) 565-1169 Apply online:
www.gardenschool.org/summer

