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Thoughts for the Week
By Richard Marotta, Ph.D., Headmaster
This is the time during the school year when we all begin to feel the effects of winter
and the limitations it can impose on our activity. All of us know what it means to be
restricted to being in our homes, or even worse, being unable to move about our city.
Last week’s winter storm made the point in a very powerful way. Although our school
remained open, we all had to face the difficulties of commuting and to limiting our
travel to simply going to and from work and school.
Children feel this infringement on their freedom of movement more than adults, who
generally have lower energy levels and consequently adapt more easily to the lack of
active movement in our lives. Sometimes we are happy simply to stay home and read,
watch television, talk or simply take in easy and do nothing.
Children, however, need to move and release all of the energy that is contained within
their minds and bodies. Because of all of the energy required to grow, children need to
expend rather than conserve energy, which raises the level of important of physical activity through the school day.
At Garden, we have recess everyday and physical education classes ranging anywhere from twice a week to five days
a week, depending on the age of the children. Younger children require even more recreational time than older
children, who frequently expend physical energy that do not require a formal program.
Today, I observed a full period of recess for seventh and eighth grades; it was fascinating. The amount of energy put
into impromptu soccer, basketball and volleyball games was extraordinary. There was non-stop movement for forty
five minutes! It was informal, casual, friendly and dynamic. It was clear that this was a very important part of the day
for these students, who not only enjoyed this recess period, but needed it. When the weather improves, this same
activity will take place outdoors. After the recess period, the group went to lunch, which I also supervised today along
with another administrator, who remarked how incredibly calm the lunch period was. Of course it was; all of the
energy that needed to be released was indeed expended during recess.
All of this suggests and supports the importance of physical activity within the school day. There is a clear connection
between physical activity and the ability to focus on an academic or intellectual task. The two are mutually necessary
to each other and to create a level of concentration that will enhance the students’ experience. It is a very classical
idea, going back to the ‘academy’ in Ancient Greece—that the stronger the connection between body and mind, the
greater the alertness of both.
*************

2016 -'17 REENROLLMENT AGREEMENTS WITH DEPOSITS WERE DUE LAST MONDAY,
FEBRUARY 1. A NUMBER OF CLASSES HAVE MULTIPLE NEW APPLICATIONS AND CURRENT
STUDENTS ARE IN DANGER OF LOSING THEIR PLACE AT GARDEN.
PLEASE CONTACT THE SCHOOL OFFICE NOW IF YOU NEED MORE TIME.

Ensure that Garden remains the finest independent school in Queens. Thank you!
Donate Now to the Garden School Annual Fund << Click Here
(Please participate. No gift too big or too small!)

DATES TO REMEMBER:








Wednesday, February 10: College Night for Juniors and Parents, 6PM
Monday, February 15-Friday, February 19: School Closed for February Break
Monday, February 22 : Classes Resume
Friday, March 4th: Gala Kickoff Wine Tasting!
Thursday, March 11: International Night
Thursday, March 24-Friday, April 1: School Closed for Spring Break
Monday, April 4: Classes Resume

Garden School Parent Survey
Thank you to those current core program parents who have already been online and completed the Garden School
Parent Survey. We want ALL current core program parents to complete the survey as soon as possible.
Here is the link again: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/L68VR9G
Thank you for your feedback and helping to improve our school.

Thank You from Ms. Jessica Rodriguez, PKFA Teacher
Dear Garden School board, faculty, parents and students,
As many of you know, last weekend, my home was damaged by a fire. Through the
assistance of my colleagues here at Garden School a donation fund was set up in my
name.
I want to express from the bottom of my heart how grateful we are to be alive and loved by everyone. I am beyond
thankful for everything that everyone has done for my family. People that do not even know me or my family have
reached out to help in some way or another. It is hard to find the words to express myself, I just wanted to say thank you
once again and let everyone know how proud I am to be a part of this wonderful Garden
Community.
Here is the link to donate to the Rodriguez Family Fire fund:
https://www.gofundme.com/qnkzp398

Garden School Cares
Garden Staff and faculty gathered recently at Anella's Restaurant in Brooklyn as a show of
support to the Cohen-Pagnani Family who are the owners and were recently affected by a
neighborhood fire.
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Garden Gala - April 8th 2016, Terrace on the Park Save the Date!
Congratulations to our 2016 Garden Gala Honorees
Garden School Science & Technology Initiatives
Arthur Gruen, Class of 1966 and former President, Garden School Board of Trustees
Michele Beaudoin, Beaudoin Realty Group
Garden School will be holding our 2016 Garden Gala on Friday, April 8th at Terrace on the Park. We are pleased to be
celebrating ninety-three years of educating children in the Queens Community.
This year we will be honoring our Science and Technology Initiatives. Other honorees include Arthur Gruen, Class of
1966 and former President, Garden School Board of Trustees and Michele Beaudoin, Beaudoin Realty Group located in
Jackson Heights, and Long Island City.
You can help us accomplish our fundraising goal by joining with us and making a donation to our Auction or taking an
advertisement in our Journal. Garden School is a Not for Profit 501(c)3 organization, Tax ID: 111631783.
Families, alumni and friends will join in celebrating the extraordinary achievements of Garden School. All of the auction
lots are donated to the school by generous businesses and members of our school community. Please contact us at
gala@gardenschool.org to make arrangements or call us at (718) 335-6363. All donations will benefit Garden School
and its students and are tax-deductible as allowed by law. Donations need to be received by March 18th, 2016.
Auction donations are being collected and can be dropped off in the Main Office. Please use our auction form and letter,
found on our website www.gardenschool.org/gala. Not sure of what to donate? Here are a few suggestions!
Restaurant Gift Certificates, Spa & Salon Gift Certificates, Handbags, Jewelry, Decorative Home Goods & Accessories,
Gourmet Food, Wine & Spirits! The wine will be used for the Wall of Wine and the Spirits for our Gift Trays. Sports
Tickets, Theatre Tickets, Concert Tickets, Vacation Homes, Airline Tickets, Hotel Stays, Classes & Lessons - Yoga, Fitness,
Cooking, Arts & Crafts, Music, Museum Memberships or Sports & Fitness Memberships, Art, Gift Certificates to your
favorite store or business. Is there a service that you provide? Advertise it with a donation!

PLEASE “save the date”. Join us to kick off the 2016 Gala with a
Wine Tasting evening on Friday, March 4th.
Share a glass of wine with the Garden Community, fellow
parents, alumni, administration, faculty and staff
as well as Friends of Garden School.
Contact us at gala@gardenschool.org or jean.kinn@gmail.com with any questions.

Thank you so much and we look forward to you joining the celebration on April 8th.
Jean Kinn, Gala Committee, Chair
Page 3 of 10

Lego Competition
Mr. Hale, Mrs. Dapice, Ms. Ambarsom
The Lego Robotics teams went to the Queens Qualifier held last Sunday, 1/31/16, at George J. Ryan Middle School. The
competition was fierce. There were three components to the meet. One was the presentation of their research. This
year’s topic was Trash Trek. Students explored the global problem of trash of all types and its impact on society and the
environment. After discussing the issue, they had to decide on a particular problem, research it thoroughly, and come up
with a way to either improve on a currently employed solution or design a new way to deal with the problem.
One team chose to repurpose cell phones. Their idea involved using them to make a scoreboard that could be used by
schools. Their research was very thorough and well thought out. They addressed the problems associated with
electronic waste (e-waste) and clearly put forth the argument for repurposing rather than recycling them. They designed
the scoreboard, determined the costs involved, and were able to document that it would cost less than $9.00 per school
to buy the app to run the program.
A second team chose to recycle aluminum cans. Their idea involved making them into pipes for an irrigation system to
bring fresh water into areas that need it. Again, the research was thoughtful and well done. Their research included
information such as why aluminum was a better choice than tin, the cost involved in melting the aluminum and forming
the pipes, and the calculations of both length and diameter for the pipes as well as the thickness of their walls. Their
main focus was Africa, and with the assistance of an organization such as the Peace Corps, their innovative solution to a
serious problem might not be so far out of reach.
A second part of the competition was robot design. Students had to describe their robots, any apparatuses they
designed for use, and explain the reasoning behind the programming used for the tasks their robot was going to
perform.
The third part involved the actual running of the robots. Each team had three different opportunities to run their robots
and accumulate as many points as they could in 2:30! It was exciting to watch our students compete against other
schools in the electrically charged atmosphere of the Ryan school gym. The crowds cheered for everyone as did our
students and parents. Gracious professionalism was certainly apparent throughout all aspects of the competition.
Although our students received praise for their work and were nominated, they unfortunately did not get chosen to
move on to the next level of competition. We would like to take this opportunity to congratulate the students for all of
their hard work and thank the parents for all of their help, support, and snacks. We could not have done it without you!
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Early Childhood
Nursery
By: Carmela Knopf (Nursery Teacher)
Nursery has continued working on the winter theme. We read the big book, The Jacket
I Wear In The Snow by Shirley Neitel, a catchy tale. With its repetitive text and
cumulative verses, this book had the kids wanting to read it again and again. We then
colored all the clothes mentioned in the book and glued them on a sentence strip in
sequential order to retell the story at home.
We also watched and listened to the story on the smart board along with dressing a
snowman with a hat, scarf and mittens. The children also enjoyed the interactive
song, Put on your Shoes.

Pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten - Physical Education
By: Vonetta Trotter (Physical Education Teacher)
Pre-K and Kindergarten are improving with many activities in PE class. On Monday, we
worked on balance, organizing three stations of coordination movements, such as
jumping over hurdles and hopping through hula hoops. For ‘Tumbling Tuesday’, our
activities consisted of rotating stations from crawling through tunnels and frog leaping
through hula hoops to jumping and landing with proper form onto gymnastic mats. On
'Wacky Wednesday', where the gym is the dance floor, students played freeze dance
and enjoyed singing along to popular elementary songs. On Thursday, we worked on
body awareness warm ups, changing movement speeds based on green, yellow and
red color signals.
During the remainder of PE, students participated in two different skill building
obstacle courses which worked on balance, body awareness and coordination. One of
the courses included rows of cones and students weaved between each cone by
moving a bean bag through the space with their dominant foot. The second station
was filled with stepping stones, standing hula hoops and floor dots connected by
various lengths and directions of balance beams.
In PE, 'Parachute Friday' is generally one of the favorite activity themed day of the
week. PreK and Kindergarten enjoy all of the giant parachute games and have been
excelling in every unit we have covered in class thus far. Next week, we will continue
building on prior skills, while also introducing spatial awareness through warm ups
and games.
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Elementary
First, Second and Third Grades - Fine Arts
By: Tiina Prio (Fine Art Teacher, Dean of Fine Arts Department)
The First, Second and Third grade artists are beginning their ceramics edification by
studying Michelangelo’s the David. Michelangelo is widely regarded as the most famous
artist of the Italian Renaissance. Among his works are the "David" and "Pieta" statues and the
Sistine Chapel frescoes. Although he excelled in all media, he considered himself first and foremost, a sculptor.
The facial geometry and features of the David will be examined for the realism that Michelangelo created. Before starting to
form the features, the students will grid the facial proportions on the clay by drawing very light lines indicating where the
eyes, bottom of the nose and lips will be placed. Then the fun begins.
We will work one step at a time, learning the fundamentals of the relationships of each facial feature, starting with the eyes.
We will cover the half spheres with eye lids shaped like flat rectangles. Then a nose will be formed from a triangle pyramid
with nostrils and a ski slope. Finally the lips will give a voice to our face. Because clay is essentially non-co-operative mud, we
need to tease it into place bit-by-bit and measure, adjust, measure adjust and so on.
One of my favorite quotes from Michelangelo is, “If people knew how hard I had to work to gain my mastery, it would not
seem so wonderful at all.” Michelangelo not only influenced the artists that studied under him, but he is an icon in the
world of art today. People still find awe and inspiration through his work. Millions of visitors file past his masterpieces
each year just to catch a glimpse of the Renaissance master’s work.

Music
By: Tom Heinemann (Music Teacher)
First graders are well into a unit on poetry. We discussed how words grouped together can possess a certain sound and
rhythm in addition to conveying meaning. The class identified both alliterations (same sound at the beginning of words)
and rhymes (same sound at the end of words). We looked at some simple poems, such as the nursery rhyme, ‘Hark,
Hark, The Dogs Do Bark.’ Students paired words together that rhymed or possessed alliterations,
and we associated various symbols with these pairs. Students then recited the poem and played
the instruments with the paired words. In upcoming classes, first grade students will associate
words and perform the poems with different groups of instruments: a sort of orchestrated poem.
They will also be engaged in activities that associate words with movements and actions. Prior to
the conclusion of the unit, First Graders will learn about additional poetic devices (such as similes
and metaphors) and consider the words and meaning of various challenging poems (including
excerpts from Shakespeare, Langston Hughes, and Edgar Allen Poe). They will also write their own
poems based upon the sounds of nature.
Second grade students are in the midst of a project in which they watched an animated short without sound and
considered the sounds we should hear in the video. Afterward, they began creating the sounds as a group and were
assigned several sounds to make individually (e.g. washing dishes and a bird’s wings flapping). Students have to really
think about the essence of various sounds and ways of generating them as they are not permitted to use the actual
sound itself for the recordings (i.e. the sound of a door closing cannot be created by shutting a door). Second Graders
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suggested recording the radiator to simulate the sound of a car engine; I combined that recording with their own vocal
interpretations of the engine to create the sound as it will appear in the project. The final step will be having the
students voice the characters in the video before assembling all of their voices and sounds in the finished product.
In recent exercises, Third Graders are working on expansion of their pitch recognition skills. While some students play
simple tunes on bells, the rest of the class sings the pitches’ Solfege syllables, performs their representative hand signs,
moves on spots corresponding to the relative highness or lowness of the notes, or sings the song. In another activity,
students take guesses as to a pitch being sung and confirm those guesses on the bells.
Gaining a preliminary understanding of the science behind sound is another focal point
of recent third grade classes. The class has learned about bats’ use of echolocation to
find their way and prey in the dark. In upcoming classes, we will explore how this
system has been put to use by people. Third Graders will also be discussing what sounds
we hear on the street that are designed to aid us, and they will watch a video of a
person who is blind who describes how they use sound in their travels. Elsewhere, the
class has begun learning about the life and music of pianist and composer Frederic
Chopin through a multimedia presentation, book, and recordings. Third Graders are
displaying their writing skills in addressing how Chopin became interested in music and
what made his style different from other instrumentalists and composers.

Grade 4 - Mathematics
By: Natalie Sangiovanni (Math Teacher)
The fantastic fourth graders have been working hard mastering the concepts of multiplication. They learned how to
multiply by using a variety of methods, such as, "breaking apart" the factors. They have practiced different types of
estimating to make sure their answers are reasonable. The fourth graders also applied their math skills by solving real
life situations in word problems. They are also enhancing their thought process by using a variety of methods to problem
solve. They have learned to work backwards, make charts and draw pictures to organize the facts and solve problems
using more than one step. Our next unit will be division and learning how to use different kinds of graphs. The fourth
graders have enjoyed coming up to the board to share their strategies. Math Bingo is also a favorite!

Grade 5 - Mathematics
By: Sonia Abramson (Math Teacher)
The fifth graders have been strengthening their skills with operations of fractions. These skills are so fundamental as
they pertain to all aspects of our lives now and well into the future.
As fifth graders, fractions are just numerators over denominators. In middle school, all of a sudden that fraction is called
a rational number and must always have a rational denominator. Fast forward and as adults, that fraction can be a
savings or discount expressed as a decimal or percentage.
In the end, we must embrace fractions today and remember that it all started with the one-half cookie our friend shared
with us in kindergarten. It was a love affair with fractions thereafter.
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Grade 6 - Mathematics
By: Natalie Sangiovanni (Math Teacher)
The sixth graders have mastered how to solve equations using inverse operations. We learned how to evaluate
expressions and have had a taste of inequalities. We are now learning about integers and how to compare, order, add,
subtract, multiply and divide them. We will use these skills to perform the order of operations with integers when
solving word problems. Our next topics will cover Number Theories and Fractions. "Fractions are our Friends" will be the
sixth grade motto as they learn to perform the basic operations with fractions and apply their knowledge to everyday
situations.

Middle School
7th and 8th Grade Language Arts
By: (Nancy Massand - Language Arts Teacher, Middle School Dean )
The 7th and 8th grades are both reading The Tempest by William
Shakespeare. It is a fine complement to their studies of colonization in
Seventh Grade and imperialism in Eighth Grade, as this dark comedy
explores the exploitation of native cultures. In addition, we examine the
dual themes of revenge and forgiveness.
Our first step is to read aloud in class as we sort out the entwined plots and
relationships. We'll then choose segments to dramatize on our own,
combined with a theater workshop with the actors from Classic Stage. We'll
also view Julie Taymor's controversial film version and talk about modern
interpretations of this classic.

High School
Grade 9 - World Languages
By: Agustín Melara (Chair, World Languages Department)
During the first two weeks of the second semester, ninth graders have been learning to apply
the concept of diminutives. In Spanish, the diminutive of most nouns can be formed by
dropping the final vowel and replacing it with –ito or –ita, depending on the gender of the
noun. For example: oso (which means “bear”) becomes osito (“small bear” or “cub”); escuela
(which means “school”) becomes escuelita (“small table”).
Students also studied the importance of adjective placement in relationship to the noun it
modifies. For example, Es una buena profesora, is not the same as, Es una profesora buena. The
first sentence expresses the idea of a, “good-at-what-she-does teacher”, whereas the second
one takes the meaning of, “the good-natured teacher” (but not necessarily a competent one).
At the end of this week, we also reviewed the use of the preterit tense to help students express
thoughts and ideas completed in the past.
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Grade 10 English
By: Gabriel Gomis (French Teacher)
French II has been delving deep into the traditional values of West Africa, the colonialism and post colonialism in
Francophone Africa. Students' topics range from the "Négritude" movement to the birth of a new literary trend that
highlights and praises the African Cultural values. The pretext of our works on the traditions in West Africa is very
simple: The students are about to start the reading of "L'Enfant Noir" by Camara Laye. The novel depicts a boy's journey
from his remote village of Kouroussa to Paris where he will study and go to the process of westernization. The novel
greatly exposes the values of the traditions in West Africa.

Grades 11 and 12 Science
By: Lou Albano, (Science Teacher)
In Physics class, the eleventh and twelfth grade students have
negotiated through critical topics that are part of a hands-on science
class at Garden School. We have had several interesting lessons on
topics such as, velocity, acceleration, friction, forces, vectors, and
projectile motion. Our detailed discussions have also included the
importance of the three Laws of Sir Isaac Newton which are: Newton's
First Law (also known as the Law of Inertia), Newton's Second Law that
an applied force equals the rate of change of momentum (F=ma), and
Newton's Third Law that for every action there is an equal and opposite
reaction.
Students have realized that the topics are complex, and some revolutionary, but they are essential when one studies
Physics. We are regularly discussing topics from the text, solving associated problems, and analyzing details that emerge
from our investigations. Our labs have included practical experiments which demonstrate the topics that we have
discussed. All in all, students are diligently working hard, but at the same time enjoying the experience that come with
the study of Physics.

Garden Alumni News
Recently, Mr. Jim Pigman, Dean of the English Department,
went to visit with Garden School graduate, Andrew Chen '85,
who is a professional actor and dancer on Broadway and
television and is currently dancing in the show The King and I.
Andrew and his two brothers, Howie and Auggie, all
graduated from Garden School.
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Spring 2016 Foundations Classes are Almost Full!
Spring 2016 Foundations After-School Catalog: Foundations, Afterschool and Music Classes, Garden School – Spring 2016
online http://www.gardenschool.org/fall-2015-foundations-brochure-is-ready/
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