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Thoughts for the Week
By Richard Marotta, Ph.D., Headmaster
In many of the conferences and discussion I attend about education, there is
always one session on the idea of ethics in education. The role of moral education
in developing curriculum tends to be a hotly debated topic, because of the many
complex nuances that emerge based on individual or collective belief systems.
Schools usually take a careful position when thinking about ethics, while at the
same time asserting the primacy of such values as kindness and honesty.
In some curriculum areas, such as our Bio Ethics course, questions of ethical
choice form the basis of the field of study. Important and complex subjects, such
as global warming or genetic engineering, can and are researched, debated and
explored from as many points of view as possible. There is really no ‘correct’
answer to some of these issues; there is, however, the idea that a moral choice
depends upon knowledge as well as belief. Our students need to gather the
‘knowledge’ before taking a stand on the issues.
In the area of social media, ethical questions abound in this essentially unedited activity. So many ethical
questions have emerged around the access and use of social media that it is important for us to
understand and then develop an ethical protocol for its use. We have seen so many personal and
professional disasters result from the ‘misuse’ or ‘unethical’ use of social media that it is imperative we
develop a set of ethical principles concerning its use.
As we move into the heat of the Presidential Campaign, we clearly see how the context for the discussion
is the media and not the issues themselves. There has been a paradigm shift in our public discourse from
an ethical and knowledge based articulation to a non-ethical media-driven image based presentation. The
failure of public discourse to engage in discussion that embodied the ethics of language and thought has
caused a downturn in our politics, resulting in a sound-bite level of thinking.
The mission of our school centers around assisting students to develop an academic, social and personal
context. Developing a strong ethical framework in which to match decisions and with which to conduct
their lives remains of paramount importance to all of us who carry out that mission. For all of us who work
with the Character Education Program, who teach classes in which the ethical context is an important as
the academic content and for those of us who have a vision that education leads from darkness to light,
teaching, learning and embodying an ethical approach to life directs our actions.

Garden School 2015-2016 Annual Fund Letter
Dear Garden School Parents,
Last year at this time, we held our 2014-15 Annual Fund Campaign, which proved to be a successful event that
raised over fifty thousand dollars to support the mission of the Garden School.
As we begin the 2015-2016 Annual Fund Drive, we are pleased and heartened that our Board of Trustees has
demonstrated its leadership in this campaign with100% participation and with gifts and pledges totaling over
$10,000! So, it is in this spirit of recognizing a bright future for Garden School, and choosing to invest in this
organization's mission, that I ask you to participate in the Annual Fund Campaign and make a donation.
As evidence of our continued commitment to enhance Garden, our return to school was marked by positive
improvements which were guided in part by responses to last year's Parent Survey. In addition to our growth in
enrollment, we made significant upgrades to the physical plant with a new kitchen stove, new pre-k and
kindergarten bathrooms and new windows in several high school classrooms. We also developed our
educational technology program with stronger Wi-Fi, an Engineering Elective in the High School, and a new
Character Education Program with constructive effects that are evident throughout the school. We have added a
new parent trustee to support additional communication and partnership with our families.
Much of this would not have been possible without the generous support of last year's Annual Fund donors.
This year's goal is to achieve 100% participation of our families. As members of an independent school
community, all of us assume responsibilities to ensure the ongoing success of our students and our school.
These responsibilities include securing the school's financial strength by "bridging the gap" between tuition and
actual costs. With everyone's help through the Annual Fund and the Gala, we supplement our tuition revenue
and help keep Garden's tuition among the lowest of comparable New York independent schools. The Annual
Fund plays a vital role in Garden realizing its mission. Our Board has reached the 100% goal; now we call
upon you and all of our families to help reach the goal of 100% participation in the Annual Fund. To be clear,
while we ask you to be as generous as possible with your tax deductible donation, it is your participation at any
level that helps us to meet our goal.
Please join us in celebrating our school's future and in supporting its mission to educate the children of our
community to the highest of academic, social and personal standards. All gifts are tax deductible. Please go to
the giving link on our website (http://www.gardenschool.org/giving/annual-fund/) and make your donation
online or simply submit a check to the school office.
We thank you for your continued trust and support of Garden School and current and future generations of
Garden students will also thank you for our generosity.
Sincerely,

Richard Marotta, Ph.D.
Headmaster

Michael Rakosi
President, Board of Trustees
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DATES TO REMEMBER:














Monday to Friday, November 16-20: Grades 8-12, United Nations Week
Wednesday, November 18: Parent/Teacher Conferences from 3pm to 8pm
Wednesday, November 18: United Nations Trip for Grade 8 & 9
Wednesday, November 18: Rubin Museum Trip for Grades 10, 11 & 12
Thursday, November 19: Photo Re-take Day
Thursday, November 19: Thanksgiving Feast
Thursday & Friday, November 26-27: School Closed for Thanksgiving Day
Tuesday, December 1 – Thursday, December 3: Holiday Gift Boutique
Saturday, December 5: Merit Exam & Open House (9am – 12pm)
Friday, December 18: Lower Division Show at 9am
Friday, December 18: Noon Dismissal
Monday, December 21 – Friday, Jan 1: School Closed for Winter Break
Monday, January 4: Classes Resume

Garden College Night for Juniors
By Ms. Lisa Sohmer (Director of College Counseling, Upper Division Coordinator)
The arrival of November means that it is time for the Junior class to begin the college
process in earnest and last night, the class -- along with many of their parents and
guardians -- came together for College Night for Juniors, the first of two college night
programs that they will attend this year.
During the nearly two-hour meeting, the juniors and their families heard an overview of
the college counseling process at Garden School. They came to understand the
importance of their transcripts, their activities, their standardized test scores and their
personal statements. They learned the difference between Early Decision and Early
Action. They heard about how students select colleges and how colleges select students.
In February, the juniors will hear from a panel of college admissions directors who will
walk them through the steps that will take them all the way to freshman orientation and
then will prepare for their individual conferences and the College Fair at UNIS.
*************
On Sunday, Monday and Tuesday I had the opportunity to participate in the annual New
England College Sampler Tour. Along with 40 other counselors from across the country, I
visited Wheaton College (MA), Emerson College (MA) and Providence College (RI).

Garden School's Lisa Sohmer In The News!
Check out this national NBC News.com article featuring our Director of College Counseling and expert, Lisa Sohmer!
http://www.nbcnews.com/feature/freshman-year/rejection-hurts-how-handle-college-not-accepting-you-n458911
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"Like" the Garden School Facebook Page Here!
https://www.facebook.com/GardenSchoolNY/

Garden PTA
By Diane Sarro (PTA President)
An enormous Garden thank you to Garden parent, Emily Ades, for
organizing our very successful Career Day today, Friday, November 13th.
Grades 7 through 12 had the chance to meet with various alumni to gain
insight into a variety of careers.
Save the date! Get all of your holiday shopping done on December 1, 2
and 3 at our Holiday Boutique! We need volunteers for setting up on
November 29 and 30 and on the days of the Boutique for sales and
wrapping. The students always have an amazing time!

Open House and Merit Scholarship Exam Saturday, December 5th, 9:00 AM
Garden School will host an Open House on Saturday, December 5th from 9:00 to 11:30 AM for families interested in all
grades of the school. No RSVP is necessary.
Please invite friends, family members and colleagues who may be interested in learning more about Garden School.
There will be a presentation at 9:30 AM on the school and its educational and enrichment programs.
The same morning, we will also be offering the annual Merit Scholarship Exam on Saturday, December 5th. The Merit
Exam and the scholarships are eligible to both incoming new and current Garden students presently enrolled in grades
5-10 (entering 6-11 in 2016). Pre-registration using the form from the web link below is required by December 2nd.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the school at 718-335-6363. Use this link for more information and
forms: http://www.gardenschool.org/open-house-and-merit-scholarship-exam-sat-december-5th-900-am/

Click here and watch Garden's Own
8th Grader, Joelle G. on the Greg
Gutfield Show!
http://video.foxnews.com/v/4592024091001/nyc-urbandebate-league-recaps-greg-gutfelds-newbook/?playlist_id=4249245556001
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United Nations Week 2015
Garden School 8th through 12th grade Families,
Next week, Garden's Model United Nations Club is organizing a United
Nations Week for Garden 8th through 12th graders. This will be an
opportunity to focus on and expand our global knowledge, to raise awareness
of the world around us, and to celebrate the many "united nations" at Garden
School and the rich cultural exchanges that this diversity brings.
Below is the schedule for the week.
Monday morning is a Double 1. During the first 20 minutes of this period, a short questionnaire will be distributed about
the United Nations. The questions will be graded and the five best scores will receive a prize.
Tuesday will be a "Jean Day". The official color of the United Nations is blue. Students are encouraged to wear both blue
bottoms and tops. If you wear Jeans, the cost of the Jean Day is $3. All proceeds will be donated to UNICEF.
Wednesday grades 8 and 9 will take a trip to the United Nations. Also, grades 10 through 12 will visit the Rubin Museum
to view the art and cultures of the Himalayas, India, Tibet and neighboring regions. (www.rubinmuseum.org)
On Thursday, classes will be watching a video about the United Nations, followed by a class discussion.
On Friday, students are asked to dress in their cultural clothing. This will have a similar tone to Multi Cultural Day.
We are grateful to the Model United Nations Club for their work. If you have any questions, please ask Mr. Gomis or
Ms. O'Sullivan.

Early Childhood
Nursery - Kindergarten Music
By: Tom Heineman (Music Teacher)
Students in Nursery are singing an ever expanding collection of songs in music class, including recently added tunes such
as ‘Sharing’s Caring’ and ‘Pop Goes the Weasel.’ They also relish doing motion songs such as ‘I’m a Little Teapot’ and
‘Head, Shoulders, Knees, and Toes.’ In movement exercises, the class differentiated between the music they were
hearing, and moved smoothly and gracefully or rigidly, like a robot. Pre-K and Kindergarten have expanded upon these
listening and movement endeavors, with additional ‘characters,’ such as a bat flapping its wings and a skeleton shaking
its bones. Several of these motions correspond to the beat their hearing, as well.
During the week, Pre-K has been absorbing ‘The Penguin Song,’ a song that very much enjoy, replete with penguin-like
motions. Kindergarten students began learning ‘Over the Hills and
Through the Woods,’ a song for Thanksgiving, along with motions they’ve
created. They will read a book entitled ‘Over the Hills: A Turkey’s Tale’ and
pretend to march through deep snow toward Grandmother’s house (as in
the song), before racing ahead after picking up the tantalizing smell from
Grandma’s cooking. The class will be working on feeling the beat and
recognizing changes in tempo (fast vs. slow). They also will incorporate
wrist bells in the song to really feel the Holiday spirit.
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Elementary
Grade 1, 2 and 3 Blended Learning
By Jacquelyn Renner, Paula James, and Nilla Ingravallo (First, Second and Third Grade Teachers)
The 1st, 2nd, and 3rd graders had some fall fun recently! During a community building activity, the students traveled
between classrooms in blended groups, the three grades working together as small groups, to study Science, Math, and
Writing with a Fall theme.
As we moved into Fall, students noticed that the sun is setting earlier everyday and that shadows are stretching longer.
This led to a discussion about Daylight Saving Time to make better use of the daylight. Student then wanted to explore
light further. New vocabulary words opaque, translucent, and transparent were introduced to describe the objects to be
used in the experiment. Each small group was armed with materials to answer the question, Does the light shine
through? With the lights off, students whether the flashlight shone through plastic wrap, foil, and a dollar bill, among
other objects. After conducting the experiment, the groups discussed through which item was the light most visible in
order to write a conclusion. To conclude the activity everyone made shadows on the Smartboard screen.

Pumpkin Math was next on the agenda for our combined activity. We estimated each pumpkin's weight and weighed
each one on a scale. The students checked their estimation and were surprised at how close their estimates were. Next,
we opened the pumpkins and looked inside. Each team of students began to estimate the number of seeds and write
down their estimates. There were many conversations about the probability of there being more seeds that were
originally estimated. Separating the seeds from the pumpkin was challenging, but each team had brave participants that
were able to do it. The task of counting took time, and the children were able to work together and practice counting by
tens and then hundreds as they got to the last seeds. While cleaning up pumpkin parts, the students enjoyed sharing
and comparing the final numbers. They talked about how many more seeds there were than they had originally
estimated. Then it was time to move on to
the next group.
To enhance our descriptive writing skills, the
students participated in a writing activity in
which they used their senses to describe
various gourds. In an initial game of “Guess
What?” the students had to identify what the
mystery object in the room was based on the
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given clues. With each clue, the teacher added more details about the object, which helped the students make better
guesses and recognize the mystery item. Then, the students reviewed the five senses and created a list of adjectives and
phrases for each sense. After the whole class lesson, the students were divided into smaller groups consisting of a first
grader, a second grader, and a third grader. The third grade student was the leader of the blended group. Each group
received a gourd; using their senses, they described how the gourd looked, felt, smelled, sounded, and using their
imagination, tasted. They wrote up their observations to create gourd and pumpkin Five Senses poems.

This blended activity allowed the students to develop their cooperative and collaborative working skills. It also gave the
third graders an opportunity to be leaders. The students enjoyed working together on this first community building
activity of the year!

Grade 4 Language Arts
By: Philip D'Anna (English and Social Studies Teacher)
The fourth grade has just completed their unit on realistic fiction.
Together we read The Flunking of Joshua T. Bates during which we
discussed the concepts of failure and success. As we neared the end
of this novel, the class wrote letters to either Joshua (the main
character) or Mrs. Goodwin (Joshua’s teacher). These letters were
inspiring because they commended both characters for their hard
work in school. They recognized that each person had personal
struggles, but with dedication and motivation they were able to rise
above the challenges and find success. These ideas resonated with
the students.
Lately, we have been investigating the ways that we use nouns – common, proper, plural, singular, and possessive. This
week we reviewed the overall concept of nouns by creating acrostic poems, but instead of using adjectives the students
chose nouns that were relevant and important to them. The class really enjoyed this lesson because it made them
realize the difference between nouns and adjectives, but it also gave them a chance to consider the person, places,
things, and ideas that were meaningful to them. It was a lot of fun to see the class utilize their creativity and imagination
to relate to the nouns we are studying. In the upcoming weeks we will conclude our grammar unit and begin a mystery
novel.
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Grade 5 Language Arts
By: Nancy Massand (English Teacher, Dean of Middle School)
The fifth grade is currently reading the best-selling Wonder by R.J. Palacio. In the story, the protagonist, Auggie Pullman,
navigates the complicated social life of fifth grade as he deals with a challenging physical condition. The book is written
in several voices to give the various perspectives of different characters. We are working on narrative essays that
explore the characters' points of view. Using graphic organizers, we order our ideas in bullet points and later transfer
them to paragraphs. The students enjoy unpacking the layers of points of view in the story. In addition to the
comprehension, writing and vocabulary skills they are practicing, they are learning about empathy and kindness.

Grade 5 Field Trip to City Hall
By: John D’Amore, J.D. Office of Council Member Daniel Dromm, District 25, Grade 5 Parent
Last Friday, the 5th grade went on a trip to City Hall which was hosted by Council Member Danny Dromm. The trip was a
truly fun and educationally substantive experience that I think, the entire class enjoyed. One afternoon, at City Hall, it
occurred to me- while sitting through a briefing on education- how truly wonderful it would be for my daughter Ariana
and her fellow students (who are currently studying American History) to see where legislation is proposed, debated and
passed into law.
In accordance with the Garden School mission, the students began their day on the steps of City Hall where Council
Member Dromm tested their familiarity with the levels and functioning of local government. After the students proved
themselves to be quite knowledgeable, we proceeded to the apex of the floating staircase, located within the buildings
beautiful foyer. There, the students learned that they were standing in the very spot where the viewing of President
Abraham Lincoln took place, shortly after his assassination, for visitors to pay their final respects. Historically relevant
artifacts, woodwork and beautiful paintings of former Governors- dating back to the 1700’s- were explained in detail, as
the students were eager to ask questions and learn as much as they could. Later on, the students were invited to sit in
the Council Chambers, where most Council hearings are held. As the legislative body, the council makes and passes the
laws governing the city. Danny Dromm gave a detailed explanation of the operation and performance of what happens
there. As the students took a photo opportunity while sitting with the Council member, Jacob Klein was especially
empowered as he banged the gavel, sitting as Public Advocate.
Overall, the trip was a great success and I hope that the 5th grade students acquired a great deal of knowledge to
complement their studies of American History at Garden School.
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Grade 6 Language Arts
By: Philip D'Anna (English and Social Studies Teacher)
The sixth grade finished its first novel, The Egypt Game. In addition to this novel, the students are reading a novel of
their choice, also by Zilpha Keatly Snyder. This assignment is multifaceted: it allows them to a read a novel of interest,
but it also focuses on their analytical skills. The students are working diligently to complete a comparative essay that
discusses the similarities and differences between the two novels. I’m eager to read the ways that each student
develops their own voice as a writer, and conveys information using their own craft.
While working on this report, the class has been studying the use of nouns - what are they? What kinds of nouns exist?
How do I manipulate them in my writing to express my ideas? Our work with this unit has led to some great
conversations about language, writing, context, and more. These discussions have helped the class to understand a little
bit more about language. The purpose of the grammar lessons is not necessarily for students to be informed about the
technical rules of writing. Often students focus on the rule that they are applying rather than the outcome of their work.
Rather, the focus is on applying the concepts to their writing. In the upcoming weeks the class will finish its unit on
nouns and begin their second novel: a murder mystery!

Middle School
Grade 7 Tom Sawyer Scenes
By Nancy Massand (English Teacher, Dean of Middle School)
This week the 7th grade completed their drama project for the first quarter: writing and dramatizing an adaptation from
a scene in Mark Twain's The Adventures of Tom Sawyer. We invited the 6th graders as our audience. The performances
were quite brilliant, from love scenes to murder, suspense, action
and comedy. We learned about scene blocking and timing,
projecting to an audience and reacting to each other. And most of
all, we had a ton of fun!
The Tom Sawyer Scenes is a long-standing tradition at Garden and
sort of a 7th grade rite of passage; older students walk by our door
with the 8x10 glossy promo shots and reminisce. "Oh, remember
when I had that role? Remember the time..." And they beg to be
invited to see it, but we don't let them. It's a 7th grade thing.
Maybe when we're all grown up and famous we'll release the video.
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Grade 7 Science
By: Lou Albano (Science Teacher, Dean of Grades 4-6)
The seventh grade class has entered the study of Life Science. The
students have been exposed to life science in the lower grades, but
they are now revisiting concepts that they have studied with more
vigor. Our discussions have included the scientific method and
inquiry.
All students should approach the study of any scientific discipline
with a good understanding of how a scientist thinks and how
proper experimentation is an essential necessity. The students
became more aware that every experiment does not necessarily lead to the expected result. We further investigated
how technological advances have aided scientist throughout time. The proper safety procedures are of the utmost
importance in the laboratory environment. Understanding the characteristics of life and the needs of living things were
also discussed. The need for the classification of living things has shown both unity and diversity in our biosphere. We
then proceeded to further understand the basic unit of life: the cell. Ongoing classroom time has been utilized to
understand how cell processes occur, and how the importance of the physical environment of an atom is essential to the
normalcy of a cell. Students are diligently working hard, but at the same time enjoying the experience that come with
the study of Life Science.

Grade 8 Science
By: John Hale (Science Teacher)
The Physical Science students are wrapping up their investigation into the
periodic table and chemical reactions. Using the patterns in the periodic
table they understand how the oxidation numbers and valence number
work with chemical reactions. After learning about the periodic table, they
started to work on chemical reactions and the different types and factors
that affect the rate of reaction. The are looking forward to their next
chapter on fluid dynamics.

High School
Grades 9 History
By: Marcia Elkind (English Teacher)
For homework tonight the 9th graders had to look up the seven wonders of the ancient world. This will cap off our study
of the fertile crescent, highlighting the accomplishments of that time and area. The other part of their homework was to
look cup the seven deadly sins. With this we begin our studies of the development of ethical religions, beginning with
Persian Zoroastrianism and moving on to the monotheism of the Hebrews. The lessons in this area will include much
more than a review of the who, what, when, and where that history classes often stress. Names, dates, events are all
important. However, our ultimate goal is to see how the thoughts and practices of people who lived long ago and in far
away places shaped the lives we lead today. It is from the deserts of Arabia that our idea of morality was born. From the
book the Hebrews compiled, the Bible, come the law codes of most western nations.
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At Garden School this year we have undertaken a character building program. How does one build at good character?
How do we define what is good in society? In ourselves? What yardstick do we use to measure our success as an
individual? What does it mean to be a good person? Our studies in history will help students answer these questions.
We start with the Persian system of belief which was an ethical duality. They posited that the world contained two
opposing forces, good and evil, and that these forces were represented by the gods Ahura Mazda and Ahriman. The
emphasis of the religion is on human behavior, choice. When we choose to do good deeds, we help Ahura Mazda create
a good world. When we choose to do bad deeds we assist Ahriman in making the world an evil place. This puts the
responsibility for the world squarely on our shoulders. The Hebrews created an ethical monotheism, asserting there was
one omniscient, omnipotent, omnipresent God, who asked that people live according to ten basic laws known as the Ten
Commandments. Students will be asked to examine the precepts in these two systems and relate them to the laws and
common beliefs we follow today. Western civilization was built on a platform supported by four pillars, one of them
being the moral, ethical code of the Bible. We are going to find that the definition of a good deed and a good person has
not changed much over time. The precepts that guided our ancestors are still in play.

Grades 10 Social Studies
By: Richard Kruczek (History Teacher)
The tenth grade Modern European History class is into the 17th century!! The students really got into the tale of how
Henry IV of France brought religious tolerance to the land. It is a true success story and reminiscent of our own story.

Grades 11 and 12 World Languages
By: Augustin Melara (World Languages Teacher, Chair of World Languages Department)
Spanish IV / AP has finished reading its first full novel (Aura, by Carlos Fuentes). Students enjoyed the unexpected ending
where the protagonist (Felipe Montero) has unwillingly surpassed the boundaries of conventional time in order to
achieve eternal love, as dictated by his lover. The grammar component for students in this class has been dedicated to
the proper use of the preterit. This tense is important because it allows students to express thoughts and ideas related
to the past.
Students in French IV are now halfway through the reading
of Le Petit Prince while students at the Advanced
Placement level have finished reading their second novel
(L’étranger, by Albert Camus). As for grammar, both
classes are currently learning the correct usage of the
imperative. This concept is frequently used in daily
conversation, especially when giving an order or when
making a suggestion.
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Garden School Career Day 2015 - Friday, November 13
Garden School's Career Day is a great opportunity for Upper Division students to hear from Garden School alumni who
are in various career fields in order to get a sense of what to expect. We are so very grateful to our alums this year.

Dr. Richard Marotta
Michael Carbanaro
Rui Oliviera, 2002
Ahmed Nassef, 2006

Kristina Pino, 2006
Mike Rakosi, 1964
Anny Buakaew, 1995
Patrick Galarza, 2010

Katie Vogel, 2005
Miriam Elder, 1996
Mr. Jim Pigman
Irani Deraujo, 2002
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