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Thoughts for the Week
By Richard Marotta, Ph.D., Headmaster
As you know, Garden School’s Character Education Program used David Brooks The Road to
Character as its contextual starting point. Brooks has written an extraordinary account of the
role of ‘character’ in our lives and, in fact, throughout human history. He is particularly alert to
changes in our cultural and ethical paradigm that reflect our attitude toward, and our
interpretation of, the idea of character. After all, character in a cultural sense embodies how we
live our lives both as individuals and as members of a society.
Early in his book, Brooks investigates what he considers to be a major shift in our attitude
toward the self in our cultural paradigm. Beginning with references to the language and views
expressed at the end of World War II, Brooks builds an understanding of how self-expression and
self-worth have shifted. He does this by examining the public language used to reflect on the end of the War, which
consumed the intellectual and emotional life of our society for years.
Brooks makes reference to a radio program, Command Performance, which announced and discussed the end of
World War II on August 15, 1945. The language used by the broadcasters was the language of humility rather than
victory. Bing Crosby, a famous singer and broadcaster, made the following statement: “Today, though, our deepdown feeling is one of humility.” This is a remarkable statement about the end of the most ferocious war in human
history. There was no bravado, no hubris, no sense of triumph; instead the dominant sentiment, repeated throughout
the broadcast, as Brooks reports, was that bravery, sacrifice and conviction led to the victory for which we should feel
“more grateful than proud.”
As we think about this language, we can realize that achievement is less of a celebration of the self and more of a
recognition that the self is contextualized by many factors, including others, and that human accomplishment tells us
that we should value each other because of our understanding that life at times is collective. Many critics of
Elizabethan Drama, while recognizing that Shakespeare was a dramatic genius, also recognize that his work didn’t
occur in a vacuum but was a part (the pinnacle) but still a part of a larger explosion in the writing of drama.
Brooks further remarks that “It occurred to me that I had just watched more self-celebration after a two-yard gain
that I had heard after the United States won World War II.” His reference here is to watching a defensive lineman
dance around the field after making a tackle after a two yard run. The point being that the paradigm has shifted from
understanding triumph as an act of humility and celebrating it as a larger moment in one’s life to the current situation
of self-directed self-congratulatory expression of the miracle of the individual.
For us at Garden School, the idea of the individual is an important one; however, the idea of the individual and the
relationship between that individual’s success and the context in which that success occurs. In a way, what Brooks is
suggesting is that we as a culture have developed into a paradigm where each individual act receives adulation as
each success is the equal of every other. What this suggests is that our culture has emphasized only one kind of
success: that measured by numbers, wealth and power. Brooks suggests that there is another version of success that
should be measured by character growth, the embodiment of value and the degree of altruism present within that
model of success. Our mission is to fuse these two modes of success into one: celebrate the individual and the
collective success both for its qualitative accomplishment and for its quantitative growth. No easy task—but one
worth all of our individual and collective energy.

Garden School 2015-2016 Annual Fund Letter
Dear Garden School Parents,
Last year at this time, we held our 2014-15 Annual Fund Campaign, which proved to be a successful event that
raised over fifty thousand dollars to support the mission of the Garden School.
As we begin the 2015-2016 Annual Fund Drive, we are pleased and heartened that our Board of Trustees has
demonstrated its leadership in this campaign with100% participation and with gifts and pledges totaling over
$10,000! So, it is in this spirit of recognizing a bright future for Garden School, and choosing to invest in this
organization's mission, that I ask you to participate in the Annual Fund Campaign and make a donation.
As evidence of our continued commitment to enhance Garden, our return to school was marked by positive
improvements which were guided in part by responses to last year's Parent Survey. In addition to our growth in
enrollment, we made significant upgrades to the physical plant with a new kitchen stove, new pre-k and
kindergarten bathrooms and new windows in several high school classrooms. We also developed our
educational technology program with stronger Wi-Fi, an Engineering Elective in the High School, and a new
Character Education Program with constructive effects that are evident throughout the school. We have added a
new parent trustee to support additional communication and partnership with our families.
Much of this would not have been possible without the generous support of last year's Annual Fund donors.
This year's goal is to achieve 100% participation of our families. As members of an independent school
community, all of us assume responsibilities to ensure the ongoing success of our students and our school.
These responsibilities include securing the school's financial strength by "bridging the gap" between tuition and
actual costs. With everyone's help through the Annual Fund and the Gala, we supplement our tuition revenue
and help keep Garden's tuition among the lowest of comparable New York independent schools. The Annual
Fund plays a vital role in Garden realizing its mission. Our Board has reached the 100% goal; now we call
upon you and all of our families to help reach the goal of 100% participation in the Annual Fund. To be clear,
while we ask you to be as generous as possible with your tax deductible donation, it is your participation at any
level that helps us to meet our goal.
Please join us in celebrating our school's future and in supporting its mission to educate the children of our
community to the highest of academic, social and personal standards. All gifts are tax deductible. Please go to
the giving link on our website (http://www.gardenschool.org/giving/annual-fund/) and make your donation
online or simply submit a check to the school office.
We thank you for your continued trust and support of Garden School and current and future generations of
Garden students will also thank you for our generosity.
Sincerely,

Richard Marotta, Ph.D.
Headmaster

Michael Rakosi
President, Board of Trustees
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DATES TO REMEMBER:









Parents, students, families,
March with Garden School in the
Jackson Heights parade!
TOMORROW
Sat., October 31st
Meet at 11:30 at SW corner of
37th avenue and 89th st.

Saturday, October 31: Jackson Heights Halloween Parade
Meet at 11:30 am, 37th Ave. @ 89th Street
Friday, November 6: Marking Period 1 Ends
Friday, November 6: City Hall Trip for Grade 5
Thursday, November 12: Report Cards Distributed
Friday, November 13: Report Cards Returned
Wednesday, November 18: Parent/Teacher Conferences
Wednesday, November 18: United Nations Trip for Grade 8 & 9
Thursday & Friday, November 26-27: School Closed for Thanksgiving Day

It is a Garden tradition,
that the current
seniors dress up for
Halloween and trickor-treat throughout
the classrooms

College Counseling
By Lisa Sohmer (Director of College Counseling)
It's hard to recognize our college applicants today as they celebrate their last Halloween at Garden School, but the
senior class is actively engaged in the college process. Over the past few weeks they have met with college
representatives here at school, worked on their college lists, reviewed and edited their personal statements and
registered for the Common Application. Very busy!
Next month, as the seniors move toward submitting their apps, the junior class will meet for the first of two College
Night for Juniors programs.

Garden Character Education Program
By Ms. Lisa Sohmer (Director of College Counseling, Upper Division Coordinator)
Our school wide character program continued this week as students in grades 1-12 played The Kindness Game, a type of
bingo where kind acts -- such as "slip a nice note into someone's backpack" and "learn to say thank you in a new
language" -- filled the boxes. This morning, the sheets were collected in homeroom and one per class was randomly
selected to win a $5.00 Barnes and Noble gift card. Congratulations to the winners:
Kelsi (1), Sofia (2), Paul (3), Samuel (4), Josefina (5), Roderick (6) Alexander (7), Rae (8), Jessica (9), Lea Marie (10), Eldin
(11) and Tina (12)! Thank you to everyone who participated!
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Garden PTA
By Diane Sarro (PTA President)
Thank you to everyone for their help and donations in making the Halloween celebrations such a success!
Moving right along, Career Day is taking place in November (details to follow) and save the dates to get all of your
holiday shopping done on December 1, 2, 3, at our Holiday Boutique! We need volunteers for setting up on November
29 and 30 and on the days of the Boutique for sales and wrapping. The students always have an amazing time!

Open House and Merit Scholarship Exam Saturday, December 5th, 9:00 AM
Garden School will host an Open House on Saturday, December 5th from 9:00 to 11:30 AM for families interested in all
grades of the school. No RSVP is necessary.
Please invite friends, family members and colleagues who may be interested in learning more about Garden School.
There will be a presentation at 9:30 AM on the school and its educational and enrichment programs.
The same morning, we will also be offering the annual Merit Scholarship Exam on Saturday, December 5th. The Merit
Exam and the scholarships are eligible to both incoming new and current Garden students presently enrolled in grades 510 (entering 6-11 in 2016). Pre-registration using the form from the web link below is required by December 2nd.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the school at 718-335-6363. Use this link for more information and
forms: http://www.gardenschool.org/open-house-and-merit-scholarship-exam-sat-december-5th-900-am/

Early Childhood
Nursery Science
By: Carmella Knopf (Nursery Teacher)
The nursery had a great time this week
learning about pumpkins. In science, we
enjoyed dissecting a large, separating the
seeds and making a jack o' lantern face. The
class named him Jack. The children had the
most fun pumpkin picking in our classroom.
Each child was happy to find a small
pumpkin to take home. The children made ghost mobiles and colored a jack o lantern to
decorate their homes. On the Smart Board, we took turns placing eyes, a nose and a mouth on
a pumpkin, then watched what we created do a dance for us. We also enjoyed many different
fall and Halloween songs.
Books read: It's pumpkin time by Zoe Hall, Five Little Pumpkins by HarperCollins Publishers,
There was an old lady who swallowed a bat! by Lucille Colandro, Pumpkin Pumpkin by Jeanne
Titherington, The silly scarecrow by Danielle Denega
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Pre-K Science
By: Eileen Reyes (Pre-K Teacher, Dean of Early Childhood)
The Pre-Kindergarten has been studying pumpkins in their science class the past couple of weeks.
It all began when the ELA students brought pumpkins to the Pre-K children and arranged a painting project. This led to
sequencing lessons on how pumpkins grow from a seed, sprout into a flowering plant, form into a bud, and finally grow
into a pumpkin on a vine. A giant pumpkin was dissected and everyone was excited to find seeds inside. New
vocabulary was practiced as each student got to describe how the inside of the pumpkin looked and felt. A sorting
activity was done when some children separated the seeds from the pulp and for a challenge we counted the seeds.
We read Pumpkin Pumpkin by Jeanne Titherington, Seed, Sprout, Pumpkin Pie by Jill Esbaum, and The Pumpkin Book by
Gail Gibbons. A fall themed trip was taken to Hicks Nursery where the students were able to enjoy an animated show,
feed farm animals, and enjoy a hayride. Each child received a bag with apples and was able to select a pumpkin to take
home. (See photos on last page!)

Kindergarten Science
By: Kristen Ahlfeld (Kindergarten Teacher)
In science the kindergarten students have been observing the autumnal and seasonal changes in our environment. The
children have been gathering leaves in the playground, creating projects and inventing games with their collections.
In addition, we have studied the growth of pumpkins. The students examined the inside of a pumpkin as they scooped
out the meat, and separated the seeds for roasting. Students sequenced the growth of a pumpkin by putting pictures in
order, and orally retelling the process.
In cooking lessons, the students explore basic math and science concepts through measurement, mixing ingredients and
studying the role of temperature. The students made delicious pumpkin treats, including pumpkin bread and tried tasty
pumpkin butter.
The children enjoyed the trip to Hick’s Nursery where we saw many sized pumpkins and enjoyed the Halloween
decorations and spooky hay ride. (See photos on last page!)

Elementary
Grade 1, 2 and 3 World Language
By: Jie Yang (Mandarin Teacher)
This unit is to help students understand Chinese Peking Opera, the role categories, the performance, the cultural
connotations of the make-up and the costumes. It also helps students to compare the cultural connotations in Chinese
opera and western operas, so as to have a deeper understanding of Chinese culture.
This unit introduces background information and basic elements of Peking Opera: role categorization, acrobatic
performance, make-up and costumes as well as the cultural connotations of those basic elements.
In addition to acquiring background information and materials, students will engage in hands on activities such as
designing their own Peking opera masks and share their designs with each other.
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Grade 4 Social Studies
By: Philip D'Anna (Language Arts and Social Studies Teacher)
For much of this first quarter the fourth grade has been laying down the ground
work for the rest of the school year. Together we have been sharpening our
understanding of map skills, landforms, and climates of the United States. The
students have had many opportunities to strengthen their learning of various
landforms like coasts, plains, mountains, and rivers; they have also come
understand how climate differs from weather and the different factors that
contribute to a place’s climate.
With all of this in mind, the fourth grade has begun to investigate the first
region of our country: the Southeast. During this unit the class will learn the
states of this region, their capitals and abbreviations, and the landforms and
characteristics unique to the area. To master the content the students will be
engaged in independent and group projects. They will work with various graphic
organizers and charts to help organize and track their learning. Now and
through the school year these resources will help the class manage their work
and maximize their learning!

Grades 5 Social Studies
By: Sarah Smith (Social Studies Teacher)
The planet earth is often taken for granted people in today's modern age of technology. At Garden School, fifth graders
realize the value of this amazing planet through their analysis of Native American cultures. Students learned how each
indigenous group, from the Maya to the Iroquois, utilized the natural resources of the earth. Some were amazed at how
the Lakota fulfilled all their needs with a single buffalo. Many young scholars connected the idea of droughts faced by
the Hopi people to the current situation in the state of California. Others realized how critical it is to wisely use our
resources like timber and fish rich waters.

Grade 6 Social Studies
By: Sarah Smith (Social Studies Teacher)
Rivers, rivers, rivers everywhere!! This simple phrase summarizes our unit in sixth grade world civilizations class.
We recently concluded our vast unit on Ancient Egypt where students learned how an entire civilization can develop
around a mighty river such as the Nile. The simple notion that domesticated animals and plants transformed society was
truly a remarkable idea to these eager learners. These future Egyptologists embraced the ideas of mummification,
temples and their favorite the plethora of gods that were revered by the Egyptian. Their love for this society was
illustrated in their recreation of scenes and newspaper articles from Ancient Egypt.
Next we continue our analysis of rivers with the impressive civilization of Mesopotamia.
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Middle School
Grade 7 and 8 Physical Education
By: Flance Dervishi (PE Teacher, Director of Athletics)
We just finished our Soccer unit in Physical Education class with an awesome tournament that lead to a very exciting
championship game. (Penalties)
In the meantime, our double periods consists of a fitness challenge of 4 min pushups/sit ups and mountain climbers with
a plank challenge. Our first fitness challenge took place this week, our hopes are to track progress and see
improvements throughout the year.
We will be starting our basketball unit the following week to get the kids ready for their basketball season. Before the
kids get into their regular season games in class, they must warm up for 8 min with different drills such as high knees,
jogs, trunk twists, basketball suicides, and 17s. After their warm ups, they have a 4-5 min stretch to loosen their
muscles. There will be 6 teams competing and everyone is very eager to learn basketball and chasing the #1 spot for the
playoffs. If you finish 1st in the regular season then your team will have a BYE the first round of the playoffs. Basketball is
a team sport and the 7th and 8th grades will be doing just that, working together to get as many points in an 8 min
game. We give the kids a real game experience in PE class. We are all looking forward to starting the basketball unit.

High School
Grades 9 and 10 Mathematics
By: Lucien Gherghi (Mathematics Teacher, Mathematics Dept. Chair), Natalie Sangiovanni (Mathematics Teacher)
9H and 10R Geometry
The geometry students have been working on triangles by comparing two triangles are congruent by comparing
corresponding angles and sides and separating their segments. This comparison of triangles is then compared to real life
applications such as the building of the Eiffel Tower's frame as it was constructed by a building webs of congruent
triangles.
10H Algebra 2 Trigonometry
The students have been gaining an understanding of rational inequalities and polynomial inequalities. They are
mastering the differences between the different degrees, how to solve them through various factoring methods, and
graphing them and what the solution(s) represent in real life situations.

Grades 11 and 12 Fine Arts
By: Tiina Prio (Art Teacher)
The Elective Class artists have begun the year by working on The Latin Project. This entails weaving words and pictures
together, using both the right and left hemispheres of the brain. In the article, How to Be a Success at Everything, Debra
Kaye states that, “Everyone uses both sides of their brains to process information. While the right side of the brain
remembers the gist of an experience or the big picture, the left side of the brain recalls the details. Complex cognitive
functions require the brain regions to work in integrated fashion, shifting between divergent and convergent thinking to
combine new information with old and even forgotten knowledge. People may feel more comfortable looking at
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concepts over minutiae, and vice versa, but the more easily you shift between both sides, the more complex a creative a
thinker you can be.”
After finding a phrase, written in Latin of course, the artist needs to create an image that illustrates the words and idea.
Some Elective Class artists resolve this task with a ‘tongue in cheek’ approach creating all sorts of amusing results. Some
results of this project include a ‘bizarro world’ couple, a sleeping Caesar and a plea to end world hunger.

True Kindness
By: Tasmi Sheikh
Always remember that different people make the world beautiful,
Because beauty is not just based on skin color, hair color, or eye color.
There are many kinds of people with different race, religion, and color,
No no, that does not mean different people are bad because personality is never judged
on any of these things.
Oh dear earth, I hope all the minds of these human beings change,
I hope all people realize that all human beings are same, although they look different.
When we get old, all our hair will turn gray,
When we die, we are all going to become dirt,
And that color of the skin, hair, eyes and the beautiful looks will fade away.
The outside beauty was just temporary to live on earth,
But your inside beauty shall be with you forever.
Dear people of earth, please be proud of who you are and respect others,
Let’s put our hands together and make all people of different parts of the world get
together,
So we can make this earth diverse.
Remember if you are kind to people and tolerate them of who they are,
You will succeed.
This is true kindness.
Be kind, and you will see your future bright, just like the sunshine.
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PK, K and First Grade Halloween Trip 10/30/15
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7th and 8th Grade Pumpkin Carving Contest
10-30-15

Watch a short film of the competing pumpkin here: https://youtu.be/hdQmtuVA4Ao
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