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Thoughts for the week
By Richard Marotta, Ph.D., Headmaster
This Friday, we held our fall Faculty Workshop Day at Garden. Throughout the day,
teachers participated in various group discussions of particular issues facing the school,
of specific plans for the next several months and during our morning sessions the
teachers were asked to engage in an analysis of the mission statement.
For independent schools such as Garden, the Mission Statement outlines the guiding
principles for what we do as an educational institution and is a concise expression of
the schools values, goals and vision. As part of the school’s expression of its identity,
our Mission Statement expresses those educational elements that we consider to be
the foundation upon which we base of daily pedagogical approach and upon which we
base our long-range planning.
Our Mission Statement contains a number of beliefs and goals that informs our school community of what we
provide to our students:
Garden School, in the Independent tradition, affirms the primacy of learning.
We empower every student in our educationally diverse community to meet responsibly
the challenges of everyday life by promoting academic achievement, personal
development and social involvement. We further believe that by recognizing
each student’s individual identity, Garden School fosters the self-worth necessary succeed.
In reading this statement, it becomes apparent the some key ideas emerge: learning, individuality, achievement,
social involvement, self-worth and success. These ideas, or goals, embody the aspirations of our community for
the manner in which we educate each student and the outcomes that we expect for each student.
Today’s work with the faculty centered around each phrase of the statement; the faculty divided into groups and
each group examined one particular phrase to analyze its meaning as an idea, and then to articulate the ways in
which we act upon that idea in daily instruction and decision making. The most important part of this exercise was
to determine that the ideas in the statement are being put into action in our classrooms, hallways, trips, in fact, in
every aspect of life at Garden School.
The conclusion reached was that we do embody these ideas in our curricular and extracurricular programs and
that we could design even further ways to expand those practices. A school, like its children and teachers, is a
work in progress.

DATES TO REMEMBER:


Wednesday, October 29 : Senior Bake Sale



Friday, October 31: Jackson Heights Halloween Parade, (see next page)



Wednesday, November 5 : College Night for Juniors at 6 :30 PM



Friday, November 7 : End of First Marking Period



Thursday, November 13 : Report Cards Distributed



Friday, November 14 : Report Cards Returned with Conference Request Forms



Wednesday, November 19 : Grades 1 – 12 Parent/Teacher Conferences, 3 – 8 :30 PM



Thursday, November 20 : Thanksgiving Feast for Lunch



Thursday - Friday, November 27 – 28 : School Closed for Thanksgiving Break

IMPORTANT SAVE THE DATES!!


Garden School General Assembly: November 12, 2014 at 7:00pm in the Gym.

Members of the Garden School Board of Trustees will discuss the state of the school. A more detailed
explanation of this event will follow.


The Garden School Gala will take place on Friday March 27, 2015 at Terrace on the Park
********************************************************

College Visitors Next Week:
Tuesday 10/28
11am Wellesley University – WOMEN ONLY (MA)
12pm Ithaca College (NY)

Thursday 10/30
1pm University of Illinois (IL)
2pm Hampshire College (MA)

Friday 10/31
9am Mt. Holyoke College – WOMEN ONLY (MA)
2pm Lycoming College (PA)

Garden Faculty Professional Development Day - Friday, October 25
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March with Garden School's parade group at the
largest children’s parade held on Halloween in New York City!
LET'S HAVE A STRONG GARDEN SCHOOL SHOWING!!
The 24th Annual Children’s Halloween Parade kicks off on Friday, October 31st at 5 pm on
89th Street along 37th Avenue. Participants line up at 4:30 pm. Each school will have
different colored balloons. Garden has been assigned dark green so look for that color
when you arrive so you can find us! Come in costume or just how you are!
Over 3,000 bags of Halloween goodies are distributed at the end of the parade.
Will you march with us? Please RSVP send a quick email and let us know how many so we
have a rough idea of numbers. But, also be spontaneous and come on out, represent and
enjoy the fun of marching in the Parade! More information here:
http://www.jhbg.org/2014/10/16/24th-annual-children’s-halloween-parade

Science for Nursery
By: Carmela Knopf (Nursery Teacher)
Exploring a pumpkin was the center of the science lesson in Nursery. We learned its
shape, color, how it grows and what’s inside. We cut the top open and took out the
seeds to examine them and see what they felt like. We read Pumpkin Pumpkin by Jeanne
Titherington to help reinforce our lesson and then watched it on the smart board.
After dissecting the pumpkin, we added a head, arms and legs to make it Dracula the Pumpkin, our
class friend!

Science for Pre-K
By: Eileen Reyes (Pre-K Teacher)
The Pre-Kindergarten has been exploring pumpkins in their science class this week. After picking
pumpkins on our field trip to Dr. Davies farm, the children began to wonder how the pumpkins
got to the pumpkin patch. Sequencing lessons on how pumpkins grow from a seed, sprout into a
flowering plant, form into a bud, and finally growing into a pumpkin on a vine. Everyone was
excited to find seeds inside our giant pumpkin when we dissected it. New vocabulary was
practiced as each student got to describe how the inside of the pumpkin looked and felt. A
sorting activity was done when some children separated the seeds from the pulp and for a
challenge, we counted the seeds. We read Seed, Sprout, Pumpkin Pie by Jill Esbaum, and The
Pumpkin Book by Gail Gibbons.

Science for K
By: Kristen Ahlfeld (Kindergarten Teacher)
This week the in kindergarten we used the remaining apples from our apple picking trip for our
science lesson. We read Apples, Apples, Apples by Nancy Wallace and connected the apple
dissection in the story to our own experiment in class. We cut apples in half in different ways to
see the inside. The class used their senses to smell, feel and see. They observed cutting apples
certain way reveals a star on the core. We also observed how air makes the flesh of an apple turn
brown. The children learned about apples parts and labeled them in a follow up activity.
This week the children also had a wonderful visit from Kavi T's mother. Kavi's mom
came to celebrate Diwali. Diwali is an ancient Hindu holiday. Diwali is known as the
"festival of lights". Kavi's mom read a children’s story about Diwali and brought
delicious traditional treats called ladoo for the children to eat. The children also made
Diwali decorations and painted candle holders to take home. Thank you to Kavi's family
for sharing your celebration.
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Mandarin for Grades 1 to 3
By: Kelly Yang (Mandarin Teacher)
The 1st through 3rd grades have been learning self introduction in Chinese. In this multiple part lesson, the student can
introduce oneself, providing general personal information, such as name, age, family members and phone number.
During these lesson to the 2nd and 3rd graders, I also introduced the differences between the paternal and maternal
family in the Chinese society.
This week, we start a new unit about calendar, student will review numbers from 1-10 and easily learn new numbers
from 11-31 according to the Chinese number system. In next few weeks, this will enable them to talk about months,
dates and the days on the week on a calendar. At the end of these two units, each student will make a presentation in
class, which will include their name, age, birthday, family members and phone number.

Social Studies for Grade 4
By: Phillip D’Anna (Grades 4 and 6 Language Arts and Social Studies Teacher)
For much of this first quarter, the fourth grade has been laying down the ground
work for the rest of the school year. Together we have been learning about the
landforms, climate, and resources of the United States. The students have
strengthened their understanding of various landforms like coasts, plains,
mountains, and basins; they have also come to understand how climate differs from
weather and the different factors that contribute to a location’s climate. Finally, we
have been studying also what natural resources are available in our country, how to
use and conserve them, and why they are important to us.
It is important that these topics be at the forefront of our curriculum because they
give our learners insight into how and why our country is so diverse. These beginning
lessons will help the students deepen their understanding of the United States as a
country and in terms of its five geographic regions.
In the upcoming weeks, the class will begin to identify and examine the different regions within the United States
beginning with the Southeast states. As we move through our units, it is important the fourth grade keeps these early
themes in mind and apply them to the bigger picture of our subject matter.

Social Studies for Grade 5
By: Sarah Smith (Grade 5 Language Arts & Social Studies Teacher)
Did you know that Lacrosse was originally played by the Iroquois tribe? This is one of the many
facts uncovered by the industrious fifth graders in their history class. They examined photos,
watched videos, and read articles about the Tlingit, Iroquois, Lakota and Hopi nations. Students
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worked together and created advertisements for each group. Lastly, they presented
them to their peers who then compared and contrasted each Native American
nation. Students realized how important natural resources were for Native
Americans and therefore how location created vast differences in housing, food, and
culture among the various groups. Many realized how Native American cultures
have impacted their lives.
Next, on the horizon we will examine the causes and effects of European
exploration.

Social Studies for Grade 6
By: Phillip D’Anna (Grades 4 and 6 Language Arts and Social Studies Teacher)
The sixth grade is making fantastic progress in Social Studies. This past week they
took a unit exam about the developments during the Old and New Stone Ages.
Their attention to detail and understanding of the content was astute. Moving
forward the class will be learning about past river civilizations with Ancient Egypt
being the first unit of study. Our language arts novel, The Egypt Game, presents a
nice corollary to this topic.
As we study Ancient Egypt the students will be investigating how early peoples lived, developed kingdoms, and made a
living for themselves thousands of years ago. Many students have already began to incorporate their own outside
knowledge to class discussions and conversations; it is ideas like this that bring life to our classroom and keep our
motivation and engagement at its highest.
It is important that the class continues to use their social studies vocabulary to help them explain key ideas. By doing
this, they will deepen their understanding of the major themes of study. I encourage the class to continue to ask
questions that will satiate their thirst for knowledge and empower them as learners.

Camp Herrlich Trip for Grades 5 and 6
By: Phillip D’Anna (Grades 4 and 6 Language Arts and Social Studies Teacher)
Last week the fifth and sixth grades ventured to Camp Herrlich in Putnam
County accompanied by Ms. Ledden and Mr. Ivojevic and me. The 32 students
eagerly anticipated their three day field trip! Once there, the students quickly
settled into their cabins and began exploring the nature preserve on an hourlong hike.
Over the course of the three days, the students engaged in various science-focused activities such as geology, pond
ecology, alternative energy, and more! Each day, the boys and girls were immersed in these new activities and
participated with enthusiasm and inquiry. The hands-on classes allowed the groups to explore and investigate, to inquire
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about and to experience their own learning outside of a classroom setting. Each night featured
a new activity. On Wednesday, the class enjoyed a camp fire where they roasted
marshmallows before venturing on an exciting night hike! On Thursday night, they learned
about astronomy, the constellations and the Greek and Roman mythology surrounding the
constellations.
Theo, the Camp Chef, took special care of those students who have food allergies, ensuring
they had specially prepared meals for their dietary restrictions. In addition to Theo’s hard
work at each meal, the students were responsible for assigning eight waiters and waitresses.
This rotation of servers helped the children to understand how to set the dining tables, serve
food, and clean up afterwards.
During “free time” the students organized their own
soccer and/or football games (which sometimes included
the chaperones!), discussed common interests and
enjoyed each other’s company; they also enjoyed board
games and simply interacting with their peers.
In the upcoming weeks, the science classes at Garden will
be investigating various aquatic animals and working with
their habitats. The students have gained such wonderful
knowledge that they can put to use throughout the school
year and beyond! It was an unforgettable time for all of
the students who attended and a trip that left each person with his or her own special memory.

Physical Education for Grade 7 and 8
By: Flance Dervishi (Physical Education Director)
PE class has been excellent! We just finished Soccer last week and a Champion was crowned. We decided to keep the
exact same teams for European Handball which we started on Monday 10/20.
A little background on European Handball, there are Six (6) players per team (5 players and 1 Goalkeeper). Players are
allowed to throw, catch, stop, push or hit the ball, by using hands (open or closed), arms, head, torso, thighs and knees.
Each player is allowed to hold the ball for a maximum of 3 seconds and take a maximum of 3 steps with the ball then
bounce the ball to reset the 3 second count. When defending, players can not pull or hit the ball out of the hand of an
opponent; block or force away an opponent with arms, hands or legs; restrain, hold, push, run or jump into an
opponent. The team must pass to each other at least 3 passes before taking a shot at goal. These are the rules that the
PE department has informed the kids about and they must follow.
This help promote team chemistry and communication. We will continue European Handball for the next 2 weeks then
we will start the playoffs. Looking forward to an extremely fun 2-3 weeks!
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Math for Grade 9
By: Sonia Ambarsom (Math Teacher)
The ninth graders are reviewing operations with signed numbers. In addition to the computations and calculations, they
are discovering their real world applications. They are exploring negative numbers in science or engineering, for
example, measures of mass or pressure as positive numbers and their differences or rates of change.
Regardless of their various applications, the students can most identify with the application to the increase or decrease
of money. They were surprised to learn that, in the world of finance, they used red ink to represent negative numbers
and “-10” was written as “(10)” or red ink was used!

Math for Grade 10
By: Lara Leggio (Math Teacher)
Recently in the 10H math class we have been working with word problems. We have been deciphering word problems
by identifying the unknown as a variable and developing a corresponding equation. These problems have included
concepts such as distance, rate and time; as well as, currents and wind speeds affecting the travel time and distance of a
ship or plane.
We were able to make a strong real world connection when we explored word problems about investment and simple
interest. We looked at an example document for a car loan. We went through the different dollar amounts written on
the document and saw how much interest payments affect the overall cost of the car. We concluded that we like low
interest rates for loans and high interest rates for our savings accounts!

Art for Grades 11 and 12
By: Tiina Prio (Art Teacher)
The Art Elective class is working on a self-portrait project which involves the art element of
value. Value is how light or dark a color is. A selfie (photo of your face taken by yourself) is
used for the image and students chose one color using tints and shades of it to paint. Each
self-portrait is an exploration of self and everyone finds it difficult to face themselves.
“For as long as humans have been making art they have also been creating self-portraits.
30,000 years ago, prehistoric people decorated the Chauvet Cave in southern France and
some of them sprayed pigment to make outlines of their hands in a very ancient form of
self-portrait” quotes Lori McNee in Fine Art Tips
Psychological aspects and skill level are only some of the hindrances facing the students
and I would like every artist to feel that their project is a success.
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"What matters more than the measure of your skill at any given moment – which is a better
way of describing ‘talent’ – is the deep, true, unfaltering belief that, one day, you will succeed;
the knowledge that effort is worth it; that this sacrifice will be rewarded,” says the Student Art
Guide.
It is my belief that each student artist can succeed with effort and guidance. I am amazed at
the work they have done and success they have had. I am looking forward with eager
anticipation to the work that is yet to come this year.

SPOOKTACULAR PICTURES FROM HALLOWEEN PARTY 2014
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THANK YOU TO EVERYONE ON THE PTA AND ALL THE VOLUNTEERS WHO MADE THIS YEAR'S PARTY SO MUCH FUN!!

Colleges of Rochester Tour
By: Lisa Sohmer (Director of College Counseling)
Last Sunday I flew to Rochester, NY to be part of the Colleges of Rochester Tour. Along with 33 other counselors -- some
from as far away as California and Texas -- I visited four college campuses before heading home late on Tuesday
afternoon.
The tour began at Nazareth College, a small liberal arts institution with a
focus on science and health professions. On Monday, we visited the
Rochester Institute of Technology (RIT) and learned about the college's
growing programs in engineering, business and imaging arts. One of RIT's nine
colleges is the National Technical Institute for the Deaf, so many RIT students
learn American Sign Language in addition to other world languages. In the
afternoon, we drove to SUNY Geneseo, but not before having lunch in one of
the town's landmark buildings, The Big Tree Inn. Our Geneseo student tour
guide was eager to point out the college’s labs (SUNY Geneseo graduates the
highest percentage of physics majors of any college in the US) and the new
dining hall. While I was at Geneseo I bumped into Sheila Khan '14 who raved
about the college and her freshman year. (See photo.)
Our next stop was the esteemed Eastman School of Music, a conservatory program that is part of the University of
Rochester, where we viewed the college's three concert halls, one of which consistently hosts the Rochester
Philharmonic's local performances. Finally, on Tuesday morning, we visited the University of Rochester's main campus
which is called the River Campus since the Genesee River forms one of its borders. Students and members of the
Rochester admissions team explained the university’s unusual curriculum which includes not only majors and minors,
but also a series of student-designed “clusters” of 3-5 related courses.
When I returned to school on Wednesday I did so with a greater knowledge of four exceptional colleges in New York
State and certainly feel more able to advise Garden School students about not only admissions but also what life is like
for students who join these vibrant campus communities.
Last night I hosted "Understanding the Sophomore Year," a meeting for students in our tenth grade and their parents.
We discussed the PSAT that 10th and 11th graders took last week and looked at sample score reports in preparation for
receiving PSAT results in December. I shared information about the upcoming redesigned PSAT and SAT (launching in
October 2015 and Match 2016 respectively) and announced a practice ACT/SAT that will be administered to sophomores
and juniors at school by Kaplan on Saturday, December 6. Attendees also received a list of Garden School activities as
well as websites where teens can find volunteer opportunities.
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