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Thoughts for the Week
By

Richard Marotta, Ph.D., Headmaster
We are just a week away from our visit from the NYSAIS accreditation team, which officially begins
on Sunday, October 23. The Visiting Committee’s stay at Garden is the culmination of nearly two
years of discussion, self-reflection and preparation. All of us at Garden are very excited about the
work that the team will do here during the four day visit and the feedback we will receive from
them.

Throughout our preparation, Garden School has been making strides in our educational program,
our technology, and our financial situation, all in service to improve our ability to fulfill our mission. Since the sale of
the field in 2013, Garden has been busy redesigning and enhancing many aspects of our school life.
Financial sustainability has been paramount on our list of strategic initiatives, and we have positioned ourselves for
the next decade with a strong financial profile. We are debt free, in our third consecutive year of being in the black
and have a small reserve fund. All of these advancements add to our commitment to long-term stability.
Our building and grounds have been steadily undergoing some major changes. From the renovation of the bathrooms
in the main hall to the new windows in the high school wing and the new stove and refrigeration in the cafeteria and
the front gate at our entrance and our new heating system for the main hall, we are making the moves to improve our
physical space.
Our most recent renovation is in the area of technology. With the efforts of the Technology Committee, we have
purchased 40 new computers, are finishing the rewiring of the school network and have engaged a company to install
a broadcast internet system that will increase our band-width by a factor of ten. All of these improvements will
increase the quality of the education we provide to the students and build our capacity to serve the Garden
community.
As lifelong educators, it is the educational program that means the most to us. After ensuring the safety of your
children, our primary goal is and will continue to be the education of our children in the best and most insightful ways
possible. To support this goal, we have made a major part of our preparation of the self-study an in-depth and frank
evaluation of our program. Ultimately, this focus guides all self-reflection. Financial sustainability, improvements to
the physical plant, and improving the use of technology all support the primary focus of our school; to educate our
students in the most effective and thoughtful way possible.
Your continued support of Garden School, by sharing your time, your talents and through your financial contributions
is what makes all of this possible. Thank you, we cannot do this without you!

Richard Marotta, Ph.D.
Headmaster

DATES TO REMEMBER:












Wednesday, October 19 : PSATs for Grades 10 & 11
Thursday, October 20:
Senior Picture Day
Friday, October 21 :
School Closed for Faculty Workshop Day
Friday, October 28:
Halloween Parties for Grades PreK-6
Monday, October 31:
Jackson Heights Halloween Parade!
Friday, November 4:
Marking Period 1 Ends
Monday, November 7:
UPK Picture Day
Thursday, November 10 : Report Cards Distributed
Friday, November 11:
Report Cards Returned
Wednesday, November 16: Parent/Teacher Conferences
Thursday, November 17: Nursery Photo Day and "Retakes"

College Visits Next Week:
Monday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday

17-Oct
18-Oct
18-Oct
19-Oct
19-Oct
20-Oct

2:00pm
9:20am
2:00pm
2:00pm
9:20am
10:00am

Stevenson University, MD
Dartmouth College, NH
Manhattan College, NY
U of Maryland, MD
St. Lawrence U, NY
Fordham U, NY NEW!

Parents, students, families, teachers, staff come and march
with Garden School in the parade! Meet on Mon., October 31st
at 4:30 pm at SW corner of 37th avenue and 89th street

COME OUT AND SUPPORT OUR GRIFFINS TEAMS!!!
Garden School I.S.A.L Varsity Soccer 2016 Schedule
Day

Date

Wed
Fri

10/19
10/21

Opponent Location
York Prep
Churchill

Randall’s Island 72
Randall’s Island 81

Time
4:00
4:00

Garden School Girls Varsity Volleyball 2016 Schedule
Day

Date

Opponent

Location

Time

Fri.

10/14

Steiner

Home

4:15

Mon.

10/17

BFS

Home

4:15

Garden School I.S.A.L Middle School Soccer 2016 Schedule
Day
Thur

Date
10/20

Opponent
York Prep

Location
Randall’s Island

Time
4:00

Garden School Middle School Soccer Team
Richard Kruczek, Middle School Soccer Coach
After eight seasons, I can finally type and say the following, with great pride: THE GARDEN SCHOOL MIDDLE SCHOOL
FOOTBALL CLUB IS IN FIRST PLACE!
Fresh off a 9-1 hammering of traditional rival Churchill, a game played with shortened halves, no less, the Garden Middle
School Football Club is alone at the top of the league, with an undefeated record of 4-0 (3-0 in the division)! I would
single out a few for honorable mention, but this has truly been a team effort. This team is absolutely LOADED - from top
to bottom - with talent and, even more importantly, leaders. There is still work to do, and improvement to be made, but
this group has been absolutely electric for the first month of the season.
Long may it last (or at least till season's end)! Well done you wee Royals!

Upper Division Academic Advisors 2016-'17
Grade 12
Grade 11
Grade 10
Grade 9
Grades 7 and 8

Marlene Dapice, Advisor
Sarah O'Sullivan, Advisor
Amira Booth-Soifer, Advisor
Cherie Wangenstein, Advisor
Nancy Massand, Dean

mschultz@gardenschool.org
ssmith@gardenschool.org
asoifer@gardenschool.org
cwangenstein@gardenschool.org
nmassand@gardenschool.org

Upper Division Clubs and Sports with Adviser/Coach Contacts
Club or Activity
World Relief Club (NEW!)
Art Club
Diversity Club
Fitness Club
International Club
Japan Club
Pythagorean Club (Math)
Honor Society
Key Club
Radio Ham Club (UD only)
Lego Robotics
Literary Magazine
Middle School Debate
High School Debate
Model United Nations
Student Council
Yearbook
Tech Crew
Middle School Soccer
Varsity Soccer
Varsity Volleyball

Faculty Representative
Richard Marotta
Tiina Prio
Agustin Melara
Flance Dervishi
Cherie Wangenstein
Agustín Melara
Greig Roselli
Tom Heineman
Sarah Blakeley
Lucien Gherghi
Agustín Melara
Jim Pigman
John Hale
Marlene Dapice
Richard Marotta
Richard Kruczek
Phil D’Anna
Amira Booth-Soifer
Sarah Smith-O’Sullivan
Sonia Ambarsom
Richard Marotta
Richard Marotta
Richard Kruczek
Flance Dervishi
Gabriel Gomis
Flance Dervishi
Cherie Wangenstein

Contact Email
rmarotta@gardenschool.org
tprio@gardenschool.org
amelara@gardenschool.org
fdervishi@gardenschool.org
cwangenstein@gardenschool.org
amelara@gardenschool.org
groselli@gardenschool.org
theineman@gardenschool.org
sblakeley@gardenschool.org
lgherghi@gardenschool.org
amelara@gardenschool.org
jpigman@gardenschool.org
jhale@gardenschool.org
mschultz@gardenschool.org
rmarotta@gardenschool.org
rkruczek@gardenschool.org
pdanna@gardenschool.org
asoifer@gardenschool.org
ssmith@gardenschool.org
sambarsom@gardenschool.org
rmarotta@gardenschool.org
rmarotta@gardenschool.org
rkruczek@gardenschool.org
fdervishi@gardenschool.org
ggomis@gardenschool.org
fdervishi@gardenschool.org
cwangenstein@gardenschool.org

Parent Teacher Association
By:

Maria D'Amore, PTA Vice-President

The Garden School PTA needs your help! Garden School is filled with such beautiful diversity... What better way to
celebrate that diversity than with our very own cookbook!

"The Many Flavors of Garden"
The cookbook will be available for sale by mid-November - but we need you to make it happen! We are requesting a
family recipe from each Garden Family/Faculty member! It can be an appetizer, entree or dessert...
Please submit your family favorite, along with your child's name/grade & country of origin. Recipe is preferred via email,
but please feel free to send in a written recipe with your child!
Help us make this happen! Please send us your recipe today!
The Garden School PTA would like to remind you of some important dates!







Senior Photo Day is Thursday, October 20th
Deadline for recipe submission for the 'Many Flavors of Garden Cookbook' is Oct.31st
Halloween Spooktacular is Friday, October 28th - E-mail coming soon!
UPK Photo Day is Monday, November 7th
Not happy with your photos? Nursery & Re-take day is Thursday, November 17th
Garden School PTA is now on Facebook - 'Like' us today: Facebook.com/GardenSchoolPTA
Questions? Ask! E-mail us anytime at: PTA@GardenSchool.org
We thank you for your past and continued support. We welcome your input. We look forward to a
spectacular year.
Contact us with questions and to volunteer your time, vision and talent. Email: pta@gardenschool.org

Garden Relief for Haiti
By: Arianna N., Anthony P. and Merna H.
We were horrified to hear about the devastation that Hurricane Matthew
brought to Haiti. It was the most powerful Caribbean storm in more than a
decade. As a result, we formed a new club at Garden School, The World
Relief Club. The World Relief Club’s mission is to give help when natural
disasters strike around the world, Right now, our team is responding to
Hurricane Matthew after it battered Haiti. The death toll in Haiti reached 1,000, with tens of thousands of people left
homeless. In the main hall, we are collecting clothing items, hygiene products and non-perishable foods to send to Haiti.
A few local businesses have boxes collecting items to help as well. In addition, we have a GoFundme account to donate
money to Haiti. Donations will be accepted for one month. Use this Gofundme link to donate:
https://www.gofundme.com/GardenHelpforHaiti
All money and donation items will go directly to the Haitian Consulate. Please donate as much as you can AND spread
the word. Your gift strengthens our teams' ability to respond around the world and help people during their most
desperate time of need.

Pre-K For All Language Arts
By: Jessica Caicedo-Marino (PKFA Teacher)
For the month of October, the Unit of Study is “My Five Senses.”
The children are learning that they have five senses and how
each of the senses helps them with exploring their environment.
The children are using their senses to observe and discuss
changes they have noticed about the falling leaves.
The children are excited about sharing and observing the
different leaves that they have collected. They used magnifiers to
help them with their observations and discussions about the
leaves.

English Language Academy
By:

Grieg Roselli (English Language Academy Instructor)

What is the value of receiving an education in a country different from your own? In Garden’s English Language
Academy, we discussed this question as part of a debate in our Speech and Listening class. The class broke into small
groups to tackle this important question.
Several students said they have more freedom in discussing ideas in the States; however, after thinking and sharing their
thoughts, they realized it was sometimes a challenge to find words in English to express what they wanted to say. One
student from Beijing remarked that in China learning is more passive. Teachers expect students to either listen without
interrupting or; alternatively, work diligently at their desks completing various tasks.
In American schools, the emphasis is on participation and classroom discussion. Students must show mastery of a topic
not only through written work but must also contribute through speaking and listening. A shy ninth grader confesses
that she was not used to talking out loud in class and shared that for her doing well in school means turning in her best
work.
I think we learned together that students are encouraged to learn as a process rather than presenting evidence of
“perfect work.” That's valuable. Students learn to navigate a new culture while at the same time gaining knowledge and
experience that sets them apart from their peers. I thought one eleventh grader expressed this well when he said, “I'm
learning to think not only in my own language but to try hard to have thoughts in a new one.”

Nursery - Science
By:

Carmela Knopf (Nursery Teacher)

Nursery has been busy this week learning about fire safety.
We learned to "stop, drop and roll" if your clothes catch on fire. On the
Smartboard, we sang Hurry Hurry Drive, the fire truck song, watched
our friends Peppa Pig visit a firehouse, listen to some kitchen rules from
Sparky the Fire Dog and sang along to Fire Truck by a Ivan Ulz, a 'sing
and read' story book. We made fire fighter hats and worked with other
fire safety sheets. In cooking, we made firefighter's ladder using graham
crackers, vanilla frosting and pretzels. At school, we practice with fire drills and we encourage you to reinforce the
importance of fire safety in your home.

Pre-Kindergarten - Science
By:

Eileen Reyes (Pre-K Teacher, Early Childhood Program, Dean)

A pumpkin dissection is a seasonally appropriate science experience for children. This
fall activity was done in our Science Center in the Pre-K room.
After discussing the size, shape, and color of the outside of the pumpkin, the students
were able to explore the inside, once the top was removed. This stimulating science
lesson helped the students learn how to ask questions about the things they were
curious about and how to go about finding the answers. We learned the “life cycle” of
a pumpkin as the seeds and the fruit were explored using the senses of touch, smell,
and sight. New vocabulary was introduced when we read pumpkin books, including
How Many Seeds in a Pumpkin by Margaret McNamara, From Seed to Pumpkin by
Wendy Pfeffer, Pumpkin, Pumpkin by Jeanne Titherington, and Seed, Sprout, Pumpkin
Pie by Jill Esbaum.
We will continue exploring pumpkins in various centers such as: the math center will
have pumpkin sequencing, measuring, and weighing activities, the cooking center will
have different forms of pumpkin tasting, and the art center will have many materials
to create different size and shaped pumpkins.

Kindergarten - Science
By:

Lauren Yandow (Kindergarten Teacher)

For the past few weeks, the students in Kindergarten have been learning about apples! Not only have we discussed
different types of apples such as Red Delicious, Golden Delicious, and Granny Smith, but students also explored the
different parts of an apple. Vocabulary included stem, seed, core, flesh, skin, and even leaf!

Before learning about apples, students reviewed their five senses and how
we use each of these senses to explore the world around us. We determined
that in order to explore apples, we can use all of our senses at the same time!
Some hands-on activities that students engaged in include using magnifying
glasses to see the different parts, apple tasting to taste, smell, hear, and feel
the different parts, and labeling the different parts of an apple through a cut
and paste activity.
We look forward to learning about another type of fruit that we see in fall:
pumpkins!

Grades 1-3 World Languages - Mandarin
By:

Kelly Jie (Mandarin Teacher)

In this multi-day unit, students will learn the names of various places in their neighborhoods, such as park, coffee store,
book store and supermarket etc. They will also learn to recognize the Chinese characters for those words. Later I will
introduce location words前边 qián biān (in front of), 后边 hîu biān (behind), 左边 zuǒ biān (left side), and 右边 yîu biān
(right side) to class. To make it more fun I will use toys or other objects to demonstrate the locations; e.g., toy house and
school or two stuffed animals (Mama and baby bear, for example). Also we can have whole class to practice together,
when i say 前边 qiánbiān (front side), all the students respond by moving their hands to the front.
In the end of the unit, Students will make and share with the class a poster of their neighborhoods and describe in
Chinese the locations of various places in that neighborhood.

Grade 4 Social Studies
By:

Jackie Renner (Social Studies Teacher)

Fourth Graders have begun a brief overview of American History before
focusing on the five regions of the United States. The big question for
this chapter is how have we changed and how have we stayed the same
during our history? This week has included European exploration,
colonization and ideas that led to independence. After reading about the
colonists’ anger over the Proclamation of 1736, preventing colonists
from moving west, students realized that their emotions were the same
as the colonists. Students’ responded they would be angry and upset,
the proclamation was unfair, people can live wherever they want and
one student would refuse to follow the order.
The class enjoyed practicing their map skills while learning about European exploration in America. Pairs were
challenged to draw and label the seven continents and draw the routes of Columbus, Magellan and De Gama. The maps
demonstrated the personalities of the class. Some maps included major cities, others chose colors that had a connection
such as lucky red for Asia and cool blue for Antarctica, still others created a color coded map key for the voyages. Next
week continues with the founding of the new nation.

Grade 5 Social Studies
By:

Jackie Renner (Social Studies Teacher)

Why do people explore? That is the big question for the Fifth Grade to answer as they learn about the Age of
Exploration. Their studies began with the Vikings and then the drive to establish sea routes to increase trade. The
students learned about improvements in technology that aided exploration then created a picture dictionary to include
navigational tools of the past, present and a future design of their own. Some of the creations included a teleporters and
device that tells direction based on temperature. Next, the students read about explorers for Spain and learned their
motivation the three G’s God, gold, and glory.
Students teamed up to create an advertisement for sailing with Columbus. The posters highlighted courage, riches,
adventure and fame. The trios then performed a skit where a recruiter attempted to convince sailors to join Columbus’
voyage. Through persuasive language and humor even the audience was eager to sign on. Columbus set in motion the
Columbian Exchange, the movement of people, plants, animals, culture and disease between Europe and North
America. The students sorted the items into originating in the New and Old Worlds and analyzed both the positive and
negative consequences of the Columbian Exchange. The also read a Junior Scholastic article, Where Does Your Food
Come From? This article gave a closer look at how some of their favorite foods journeyed to America. The most
interesting was ketchup’s beginnings in China, journey to England and arrival in America. Up next for the Fifth Grade is
the settling of colonies.

Grade 6 Social Studies
By:

Jackie Renner (Social Studies Teacher)

Sixth Grade is answering the question of how much does geography affect peoples’
lives with a look at Ancient Egypt. After identifying the “Gifts of the Nile”, students
understood the importance of the Nile on developing a civilization. Flooding
provided rich, fertile soil that was able to produce a surplus that could support a
population growth. Living along a river influenced trade and transportation as well.
One of the most challenging ideas this week was remembering that Upper Egypt is
below Lower Egypt of the Northern flow of the Nile.
Sixth Grade is experimenting with different note taking practices. They are creating
a resource for studying that displays information in different formats. Some days
students are tasked with reading a passage and identifying the main
idea and details. Other days, notes are taken from PowerPoint
presentations. Students have created pockets of vocabulary words and
filled out different graphic organizers such as cause and effect and tcharts, concept webs, trifolds and maps. Students have even listened
to a hip hop history of Ancient Egypt. They will be creating pyramids to
describe important pharaohs.

Grade 7 and 8 Physical Education
By:

Gabriel Gomis (French Teacher)
Seventh and Eighth grade have been doing a little of everything we have been playing capture the flag and little of
Volleyball as a warm up. During the first weeks of the unit, we have a short development of basic soccer skills. These last
two weeks of the soccer unit we've played competitive tournaments. After their tag game, students will stretch as a
group before the games begin. All teams are equally spread with equivalent skill set and both classes compete for
tournament champion. Soon, tournament champion will be crowned and seventh and eighth grade will start the next
unit, volleyball.

Grade 9 Math - Geometry
By:

Sonia Ambarsom (Mathematics Teacher)
The ninth grade geometry class last week were using deductive reasoning to recognize the hypothesis and the
conclusion in a conditional statement. Thereafter they were able to extract the converse, inverse, and a
counterexample, in order to be able to understand the meaning of conditionals. Using their previous knowledge of
algebraic properties, followed directly by the properties of congruence, they are writing formal proofs. These formal
proofs consist of several given information and the students must justify each proof by supplying missing reasons and
statements.
This week the class has been exploring parallel lines, skew lines, and the relationship between the pair of angles, when
cut by a transversal. In addition, they are using the theorems and postulates learned earlier to apply them to the formals
related to the aforementioned.

Grade 9 Math - Geometry
By:

Lucien Gherghi (Mathematics Teacher, Mathematics Department, Chair)
In 9th grade geometry we finished mathematical logic. The next step is to make students understand the meaning of a
postulation system and how to use definitions and theorems to conduct proofs. We start with simple problems involving
congruent segments and congruent angles and get , later, to more difficult problems involving congruent triangles ,
similar triangles etc.

Grade 10 Math
By:

Sarah Blakeley (Mathematics Teacher)
In 10th Grade, we have begun our study of deductive reasoning and parallel lines to prepare us for beginning proofs.
The entire topic of deductive reasoning goes very deep into logic and geometry. We start off our exploration by
beginning with conditional statements. Conditional statements take the form of 'If hypothesis, then conclusion'. Rather
than jumping straight into logical mathematical conditional statements, we had fun creating our own real life if-then
statements. For example, If the teacher gives a lot of homework, then the students are sad. From this basic foundation
we built more complex conditional statements, finding the converse, inverse, contrapositive, and biconditional
conditional statements.
From these fun beginnings, we jumped into more mathematically focused statements. As an example, if 6x=24, then x
equals 4. As the statements become more complex, students have begun to work in groups to identify if the statements

are true or false. Is it actually true that if two angles are vertical then they are congruent, what about the converse, if
two angles are congruent then they are vertical?
Next week, we will study how conditional statements can help us prove basic geometrical logic problems. We will also
look at how proofs can help us understand parallel lines, and finding missing angles.

Grade 11 and 12 Fine Arts
By:

Tiina Prio (Art Teacher, Fine Arts Department, Chair)

The Elective Class Art students have displayed their Latin Projects in the Upper Division Hallway. Uni (17) illustrated the
phrase, Carpe Diem, which is a mantra to many people, by showing sand falling through a clenched fist. Many would like
to grasp and control the flow of time, but time stops for no one, so let’s ‘seize the day’. The artists are proud of their
work and I am proud of their efforts, imagination and creativity in illustrating a Latin Phrase.

The next project the Elective Class Art Students have begun working on is the ‘Silk Screen in the Round’ Project. They will
draw a picture onto a micro-mesh fabric which will be silkscreened onto cotton cloth. Using a special glue, they will use a
brush to glue the areas of the micro-mesh fabric that does not get paint. After the glue dries, the micro-mesh will get
silk-screen ink ‘squeegeed’ through it as the picture is transferred onto cotton cloth. Then background color will be
applied with liquid watercolor paint. I’m looking forward to the final results!

https://www.gofundme.com/GardenHelpforHaiti

