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Thoughts for the Week
By

Richard Marotta, Ph.D., Headmaster
At the heads of school meeting on Wednesday evening, one of the main themes that
emerged was the importance of trust between parents and school. The development
and the nurturing of mutual trust and respect between parent and school energizes
and supports the mission of the school on a daily basis. Without this trust, life at a
school is full of pitfalls and can swerve away from fulfilling the mission.
Each of us had our own opinion about the issue and how to build and maintain a high
level of trust among all members of the school community. What was interesting was
how many heads thought that an institution cannot function without trust, let alone
flourish.

My feeling was that each head who joined in the conversation understood that trust develops from the
consistent application of the school’s mission on a daily basis, which includes all of the aspects of the
mission. So, a school that explores curriculum in a consistent manner, a school that communicates regularly
and openly, a school that insists on respect as a mutual and reciprocal virtue, is a school that will build and
sustain the trust necessary for success.
When we talk about sustainability, we often mean financial sustainability, which is of course vital to any
school. But assuming financial sustainability isn’t always enough. I think that those of us who work in a
school, those of us have children in a school, and those of us who are responsible for the school’s well
being, all have to remember how important it is to respect each other’s humanity, to respect each other’s
professionalism and to respect each other’s concern for the well-being of children. This level of mutual
recognition when coupled with a clearly defined curriculum delivered with consistent and caring pedagogy
creates the trust (on a more global scale) that sustains all of the dreams we have for our children and for
our school.
In an age in which creating ‘alternative facts’ seems to be gathering strength, we all need to remember that
we share a common vision for our school , which is to foster the academic, social and personal growth of
our students. When we keep that vision in mind, we build the trust, respect, and caring environment that
engages our loyalty, our commitment and our affection.
Richard Marotta, Ph.D.
Headmaster

DATES TO REMEMBER:


Friday, January 27: Report Cards Distributed



Monday, January 30: Report Cards Returned



Friday, February 10: 2017-2018 Reenrollment Agreements Deadline



Monday, February 20 – Friday, February 24: School Closed for February Break



Wednesday, March 1: 2017-2018 Financial Aid Applications Deadline



Friday, March 3: Garden Gala Wine and Cheese Kickoff!



Friday, March 31: Garden Gala at Terrace on the Park SAVE THE DATE!

PLEASE “save the date”
Annual Gala Kickoff party on Friday, March 3rd
Share a glass of wine with the Garden Community, fellow
parents, alumni, administration, faculty and staff
as well as Friends of Garden School.
Contact us at gala@gardenschool.org or jean.kinn@gmail.com with any
questions or if you would like to help.

We look forward to you joining the celebration on March 31st
Garden School I.S.A.L Varsity Girls Basketball Schedule 2016
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Garden School I.S.A.L Varsity Boys Basketball Schedule 2016
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Garden School I.S.A.L Junior Varsity Boys Basketball Schedule
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Garden School I.S.A.L Middle School Boys Basketball Schedule
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Please Support Pennies for Patients!
Garden School students will be taking part in The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society’s (LLS)
Pennies for Patients program January 24-February 10.
During this program, students will collect money to support LLS’s mission: to find cures and
ensure access to treatments for blood cancer patients.
We have our own online giving page that students, parents, and faculty can share with friends
and family: http://events.lls.org/pages/nyc/Garden-School-2017
Please go to Classroom and type in your grade to donate!
Thank you in advance for helping LLS to create a world without blood cancers!
For more information on the Pennies for Patients program, please visit
http://www.studentseries.org

Kylie, Age 4
Leukemia Survivor
Just two days before her second birthday, Kylie was diagnosed with Tcell acute lymphoblastic leukemia (ALL). She developed small red dots
on her skin that started on her ears and spread down her body, and
doctors found an extremely high white blood cell count in her blood
panel. She continues to keep a smile on her face everyday. Thanks to
LLS supporters like you, Kylie is 4 years old and cancer-free.
If you would like to donate, please fill out the form below.
The class with the most raised will win a Dominos pizza party!

__________________________
Name

 Cash
 Check

__________________________
Grade/Teacher

Amount Enclosed: __________

Garden Gala – March 31st, 2017
Terrace on the Park
Save the Date!
Congratulations to our 2017 Garden Gala Honorees
We will celebrate their retirement and academic careers of service to Garden

Marcia Elkind
retired Upper Division English and History Faculty Member from 1983-2016

James Pigman
Upper Division English Faculty Member and Department Chair from 1974-2017

Diane Sarro
P’17 and PTA President, 2012-2-17

Garden School will be holding our 2017 Garden Gala on Friday, March 31st at Terrace on the Park.
We are pleased to be celebrating ninety-four years of educating children in the Queens Community.
This year we are changing up our format by holding a Cocktail Party worthy of Gala Status! Join us for hearty
hor d’oeuvres, wonderful food choices at various stations, open bar and, of course, dessert! Our DJ Michael will
be back, so dust off your dancing shoes! Mingle with old friends and new as we tempt you with our traditional
Silent Auction, and our Scholarship Pledge, the reason we come together as a community.
You can help us accomplish our fundraising goals by joining us at the Gala, and by either making or
facilitating a donation to our Auction or taking an advertisement in our Journal.
Families, alumni and friends will join in celebrating the extraordinary achievements of Garden School. All of
the auction lots are donated to the school by generous businesses and members of our school community. Please
contact us at gala@gardenschool.org to make arrangements or call us at (718) 335-6363. All donations will
benefit Garden School and its students and are tax-deductible as allowed by law.
Auction donations are being collected and can be dropped off in the Main Office. Please use our auction form
and letter, found below or on our website www.gardenschool.org/gala.

Please consider a donation to the
Garden School is a Not for Profit 501(c)3

Scholarship Pledge if you cannot attend.
organization, Tax ID: 111631783.

Garden Gala
March 31st 2017

The 2017 Garden School Gala will be held on March 31st at Terrace on the Park.
We will be celebrating the retirement and academic careers of
Marcia Elkind, retired Upper Division English and History Faculty Member, after 34 years of service,
James Pigman, Upper Division English Department Chair, retiring after 43 years of service,
and Diane Sarro, Class of '17 Parent and outgoing PTA President for 5 years.
Journal Ads and Message pages will be printed in color and are available in

__ Young Alum 2006-2016 Ad
$35
__ Third of a Page
$60.00
__ Half Page
$125.00
__ Full Page (white)
$250.00
__ Full Page (silver)
$300.00

the following sizes:

__ Full Page (gold)
__ Inside Cover Front
__ Inside Cover Back
__ Back Cover

$500.00
$750.00
$750.00
$1000.00

NEW THIS YEAR: Congratulatory Messages 1-2 Lines $20!
__ Class Page:

Grade: ____

$ __________

__ Email Art Work to: gala@gardenschool.org
__ Copy Attached __ Copy to Follow __ Repeat Last Year’s Ad
Name: __________________________________
Address: ________________________________
Home Phone: ____________________________
Cell Phone: ______________________________

Email: ___________________________________
City, State, Zip Code: ________________________
Business Phone: ___________________________
Previous Name - Class Year: _________________

Credit/Debit Card Type: ___Amex

___Master Card

___Visa

___Cash

Name on card: ____________________________
Number: ________________________________
Expiration: __________
__ I have enclosed my employer’s Matching Gift Form.

___Check

Security Code: ______

Please return this form by March 15th to the address below
along with any enclosures and payment.

For more information or questions, please go to the Gala page at gardenschool.org/gala, email us at
gala@gardenschool.org or call us at
718 335-6363. Garden School is a Not
for Profit 501(c)3 organization, Tax
ID #111631783. Your contribution is
tax deductible as allowed by law.
33-16 79th Street, Jackson Heights
gala@gardenschool.org

11372 •

718 335-6363

GARDEN SCHOOL GALA
March 31st 2017
Auction Donation Form

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________
Company Name: ____________________________________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________________________________________
Phone: ________________Cell _________________Email:__________________________________
Garden School Affiliation: __Parent __Alum Parent __Faculty/Staff __Alum __Friend __Business

Description of Donation: ___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Retail Value: $________Contact Name: _____________________________To be delivered to Garden on: _____________
Donation solicited by: ________________________________________________________________________________

Please deliver all donations to Garden School on or before March 20th, 2017.
Please attach any materials (e.g. brochures, reviews, ad copy, and photos) that would help us promote your donation.
Garden School is a 501©3 organization, tax ID # 11-1631783. Donations are tax deductible as allowed by law.

Donation Deadline: March 20th, 2017

WE THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY
All monies raised benefit our students directly. Join us in celebrating our school and in
supporting Garden School’s mission to educate our students to the highest of acedemic,
social and personal standards.

•

www.gardenschool.org/gala
gala@garden school.org
718 335-6363

Parent Teacher Association
By:

Maria D'Amore, PTA Vice-President

Hurry before prices go up!
Order online now...
Here is the link for your convenience:
http://www.jostens.com/apps/store/productDetail/1054215/GardenSchool/Yearbook/20160719043701273121/CATALOG_SHOP/YB_BOOKS/Yearbook/20160719043701293121 /

Pre-K For All Science
By:

Hazel Machado (PKFA Teacher)

Many students in Garden School use public transportation to get to school, some of us simply walk. Whether you
commute by public transportation or not there are safety rules to follow. The following tips can go a long way and might
even save a life!
If you take the subway to school, never play on the subway platform, be careful on escalators and staircases and be alert
for important messages from the MTA! If you walk to school, make sure to look both ways before crossing the street,
focus on traffic lights and don't forget to thank crossing guards, they make the streets extra safe for us! If you drive to
school, buckle up! Buckling up your seatbelt is the most important thing your whole family can do to stay safe in a car.
"Click it or ticket!"
We encourage all grownups to continue sharing safety transportation tips with younger children. Room 4 wishes you all
a fun and safe ride on your next journey!

Nursery Math
By:

Carmela Knopf (Nursery Teacher)

Nursery had some math fun this week!
We made snow people families as each child sponge
painted circles making their snowman family. Then,
we counted and labeled each family member and
wrote it on the top. After all the children had created
their artwork, we took turns making a bar graph. We
recounted our snowmen and placed a snowflake on
the corresponding number of family members.
Families of 3 and 4 were the most frequent in our
class!

Pre-K Math
By:

Eileen Reyes (Pre-K Teacher, Early Childhood Program, Dean)

Grasping how to count, sort, classify, and organize various sets of items
through various math center activities has been the focus of study this
week. The children were introduced to a system for sorting sets by shapes,
colors, sizes, texture, material, etc. Lessons on ways to investigate the
characteristics and attributes of objects of random things help the students

to think of new ways for sorting and draw their attention to details around them.
New vocabulary is introduced and practiced as we ask questions when sorting activities are completed. Children look for
clues that answer teacher-directed questions. We read Sorting (My Path to Math Library) by Lynn Peppas, Sorting (Math
Counts) by Arthur Pluckrose, and The Button Box by Margarette S. Reid.

Kindergarten Math
By:

Lauren Yandow (Kindergarten Teacher)

This week in Kindergarten, we have been working with numbers
between 1 and 25. In order to learn to count this high as well as write
these numbers properly, students have been working with a variety of
math manipulatives to further their understanding of these numbers.
Cuisenaire rods and abacuses have been helpful tools in creating a
concrete understanding of these quantities and how to break down
numbers by 10's or 20's.
Through this practice, students are beginning to develop addition and
subtraction skills as well. Students are challenged to show certain
numbers with their rods or abacus beads as well as write the number
that they show. We have been using language such as "10 and 6 more
makes 16.", and soon students will be exposed to more mathematical
terminology and symbols including the plus, minus, and equal signs to
create number sentences.
Not only have we been counting in order from 1 to 25, but we have
also learned how to count up from a random number, for example 12,
13, 14..., and count down, or backwards, from a number. Students
worked together to complete number charts by filling in the correct
numbers that came before or after the random numbers already
shown. We look forward to learning numbers 26 through 30 next week!

Grade 1 Language Arts
By:

Kristen Ahlfeld (First Grade Teacher)

In language arts, the students are developing writing and grammar skills.
This week, the first graders celebrated Australia Day by researching facts
about this unique continent on the internet and in books. The students
chose the information they found interesting to share with their classmates.
Some students chose to write their Australian knowledge In the voice of a
news cast reporter, others wrote a paragraph on notable Australian facts.
The first graders are working on getting more proficient with the use of
capitalization and punctuation in their works. We look forward to writing
main ideas and supporting detail sentences.

Grade 2 Language Arts
By:

Paula James (Second Grade Teacher, Grades 1-3, Dean)

The second grade students have been working hard in Language Arts composing
persuasive arguments.
We have made many connections to recent news events that have helped the
children understand the process of persuasive writing. The students' choices for
topics were varied and wide. They ranged from which season is the best, to points
of view about Donald Trump's presidency. The children were thoughtful about
their choices, as they were required to provide three or more reasons with
supporting evidence. As final drafts were completed, an illustration was added,
and each student was encouraged to present their work to the class in a voice
that motivated their peers to embrace their message.
The goal of this process is to have students find their own voice while thinking
independently. The children did an excellent job writing and presenting, and I
believe we have some future Garden School Debate Team members in our midst!

Grade 3 Language Arts
By:

Julia Schatten (Third Grade Teacher)

The third graders have started a poetry unit. Over the past two weeks, they have
learned about the origin of Haikus. They did a fabulous job writing Haikus using 57-5 syllables and another with 7-9-7 syllables. Students have learned to edit
poems, write multiple drafts, and how to use a Thesaurus to find synonyms in
order to expand their vocabulary and make their work more ‘poetic’. Over the
next few weeks, we will take a closer looks at and write poems that incorporate
rhyming schemes, personification, and free verse. It is a pleasure to hear each
child confidently read their poem in front of their classmates during our poetry
shares.
Once our unit is complete, each student will have a beautiful poetry book. They
will make their own books in art class with Ms. Prio and myself. Get ready to be
amazed by their creativity and self-expression!!

Grade 4 Science
By:

Marlene D'apice (Science Teacher, Science Department, Chair)

Students in grade 4 have been studying the human body. They have thus far
learned about the skeletal, muscular, respiratory, and circulatory systems. In
addition to learning the names of some bones on the skeleton, students constructed differently shaped bone shafts

(circular, rectangular, square, and triangular). By placing books upon their bone “shafts” they were able to determine
that a circular shaft would support more weight than any of the others. By then looking at the long bones on a skeletal
model, they were able to observe that the shafts were indeed circular.
When introducing the muscular system, the connection between the
skeleton and voluntary muscles was discussed. To demonstrate that
these muscles help a body to move, students constructed a model
hand. In this model, cut segments of straws (bones) were attached to
an outline of their hand. Twine (muscles) was then threaded through
these and when pulled, the fingers contracted. In addition, a
comparison of muscles in their dominant versus non-dominant hand
was done by performing an exercise using a spring-loaded clamp.
Students were able to determine that they tended to have more
strength in their dominant hands than there non-dominant hands.
To model a lung and diaphragm, students used a firm-walled plastic
bottle and balloons. They cut off the bottom portion of the bottle and
affixed a cut balloon across it. They then inserted a second (uncut)
balloon into the mouth of the bottle. When the bottom balloon was pulled down, the inside balloon inflated, and viceversa. This helped to demonstrate how the diaphragm assists the body in breathing. The walls of the bottle mimicked
the walls of the chest cavity.
Lastly, students learned how to take their pulse and measured it while at rest, immediately upon standing, and after
marching in place for two minutes. They will complete a brief lab report to evaluate differences in the numbers obtained
under each condition. Fourth graders have certainly been hard at work.

Grade 6 Science
By:

John Hale (Science Teacher)

The 6th grade computer science classes have been hard at work learning
and investigating the properties of Computer Aided Design. In an effort to
support the mission to help students learn and understand the uses of
technology, our students have been working in TinkerCAD to design 3D
designs that will be printed on our Makerbot Replicator 2 3D printer.
Over the next quarter and a half they will be working with different CAD
systems to hone their skills in 3D design. We look forward to see all that
they will create. Some of their designs have been focused on snowpeople,
igloos, and other winter-themed ideas.

Grade 7 and 8 World Languages - French
By:

Gabriel Gomis (French Teacher)
Martin Rabot, an alumni, paid a visit to Garden and our French class. He took French during his 8-year education at
Garden School, and has become a near-native speaker. He has succeeded in mastering the French language and he

talked to the students in French about the significance of learning another language. He interacted with the students in
French about his experience traveling with Garden School in France, Belgium, and the Netherlands.
This past week, we also learned two _ir verbs (ouvrir and offrir) that are conjugated like _er verbs, and had our oral skill
practices, as usual.

Grade 7 and 8 World Languages - Spanish
By:

Agustín Melara (Chair, World Languages Department)
This week, students in Spanish 7 learned vocabulary related to the different parts of the body as well as the verb Tener
(to have). These two new concepts allow students to describe themselves, family members, and friends by formulating
sentences such as, “Yo tengo pelo largo,” (I have long hair) or, “Mi amiga tiene ojos verdes,” (My friend has green eyes).
The verb Tener also allows the students to express possession such as, “Nosotros tenemos un perro,” (We have a dog).
In addition, this verb is frequently used in many idiomatic expressions such as, “tener hambre,” (to feel hungry) and
“tener calor,” (to feel warm). As the academic year progresses, students are acquiring new grammatical structures that
allow them to become more proficient in Spanish.

Grade 9 and 10 Physical Education
By:

Cherie Wangenstein (Physical Education Teacher)
This week in PE, we finished European handball. We've crowned our champions and even had an all-star game.
This coming week, we are starting Ultimate Frisbee. Ultimate Frisbee is a team sport played with a flying disc. The object
of the game is to score more points than your opponent, by passing the disc to a teammate in the opposing end zone,
similarly to American football. Players may not run with the disc and must keep a pivot foot while holding the disc in
their hand. Ultimate Frisbee is a very fast-paced sport and it requires good team strategies to win. This is a great and
exciting sport for the students and they are looking forward to this unit.

Grade 11 History
By:

Richard Grusky (History Teacher)

The eleventh grade juniors are programmed to study United States History. The class is divided into an advanced
placement section and a regular section. Both sections are in the post Civil War time period, which will enable each
section to reach the Modern Period with Obama and Trump before the end of the year.

Grade 12 History - Advancement Placement
By:

Richard Grusky (History Teacher)

The twelfth grade seniors are engaged in courses involving economics and political philosophy. The seniors spend a year
in macro and micro economics. The other section is engaged in the dialectic, Kant, Fichte and Hegel and in its
appreciation of Marx, Nitzsche and Hitler. All is going well with the seniors looking forward to graduation.

Hall of Science Amateur Radio Club

Get Your Amateur Radio License
Garden School Amateur Radio Club
For interested people from grades 7 through Adult

Do You Want To:
● Talk around the world
● Talk with Astronauts
● Help your community in times of Emergency during
earthquakes, hurricanes, tornadoes
● Serve as a trained Spotter for the National Weather Service
The Hall of Science Amateur Radio Club in conjunction
with the Garden School Amateur Radio Club will be
holding a Technician License course where you can learn
everything you need to earn your Technician (Entry Level)
FCC Amateur Radio License. Depending on the class size it
should take 8 classes to complete the course. The Technician
License is your gateway to the world-wide excitement of
Amateur Radio… … and you do NOT need to learn Morse
Code!
Class Meeting Schedule
All classes will be held at Garden School (33-16 79th Street, Jackson
Heights) in Room 30 (Mr. Hale’s Room) starting at 6:30 PM and
should end no later than 8:00 PM.
The class is free but you will need a textbook (The ARRL Ham
License Manual 3rd Edition - Level 1) about $30 on Amazon and the
test will cost $15.

To Register or for Information please contact : John Hale at kd2lpm@jrhaleteacher.me.

